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GCSE – AQA  

Subject Leader: Mrs Perry  

  

What’s it all about?  

The course allows students to develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, 

creative and performance skills. Students are encouraged to work imaginatively and creatively in 

collaborative contexts, generating, developing and communicating ideas. The course provides a 

‘real life’ insight into the world of acting and prepares students with the requisite skills needed to 

apply for drama school or audition for semi-professional and professional work.  

  

Who should take it?  

Acting students should have a keen interest in a wide range of theatrical styles and a passion for 

being on stage and performing. If you are determined, resilient and have a desire to succeed, this 

is the right course for you!  You must be prepared to attend extra-curricular rehearsals.  

  

What will I learn on this course?   

The course covers three units which focus on engaging students in drama activities that explore a 

range of stimuli chosen across different times and cultures. Through this, students are encouraged 

to make connections and comparisons between different stimuli. Furthermore, a play text will be 

studied through different explorative strategies and drama mediums. The course culminates in a 

final performance exam where they perform a prepared piece of drama to a visiting examiner.  

   

How will I be assessed?  

Component 1: Understanding drama: written exam which is marked externally - 40% of the 

GCSE.  

Component 2: Devising drama (practical and written coursework): Marked internally and 

moderated by AQA – 40% of the GCSE.   

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical): Marked externally – 20% of the GCSE. 

  

What do our current students say?  

“Drama is fun and I am able to express another side of me.”  

“I enjoy the lessons and this subject has developed my confidence.”  

  

Is there anything else I need to know?   

You will be required to attend extra-curricular rehearsals and evening performances that showcase 

assessed practical work.  Additionally, you will be expected to take an active role in school 

productions.  The department organises a range of educational visits and workshops to the theatre 

throughout the year. To support the written coursework, you are required to attend a compulsory 

live theatre performance.  

  

Who can I contact for further information?  

kperry@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk  

 

  

  

  


