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Information booklet for parents/carers 
  



Changes to Year 7, 8 and 9 
The government has radically changed the Key Stage 3 curriculum for our Years 7, 8 and 9 
students.  The change in content means that the old assessment system of levels is no longer 
applicable.  In fact, the government review of the new national curriculum went as far as to say 
that the system of levels may in fact ‘inhibit overall performance’.  
 
To ensure that parents/carers and students can continue to monitor progress effectively we have 
adopted a new approach to assessment in Years 7, 8 and 9.  This system is being implemented 
by most schools across the UK and is designed to reflect the changes that the government has 
introduced into primary schools but also to provide a strong platform to prepare students for our 
raised expectations at GCSE.  
 
In Years 7 and 8 students are assessed against grade descriptors. Each subject has created 
grade descriptor statements which clearly set out what a student needs to do in order to be 
assessed as working at a certain grade and the steps needed to improve. 
 
In Year 9, all subjects are assessed in this way apart from English, maths, science and RE where 
students are assessed against GCSE grade descriptors. 

 
Tracking student progress 
The following table shows a typical flight path for a student in Key Stage 3 who is not following a 
GCSE course. The following table is for a student who achieved a grade 3b or 3c in their Year 6 
SATs. This particular student will be making good progress if they achieve a 7.4 by the end of Year 
7, an 8.4 by the end of Year 8 and a 9.4 by the end of Year 9. 

 

 

The shaded lines are the personalised progress lines on your son/daughter’s flightpath. 

The shaded lines on the progress flightpath are created from your son/daughter’s end of Year 6 
SATs levels in maths and English. The Key Stage 2 maths level is used to generate your 
son/daughter’s maths and science progress lines. All other progress lines are created from their Key 
Stage 2 English level. If your son/daughter achieved the same level for both maths and English in 
Year 6, then they will only have one progress line for all subjects. 
 
Parents/Carers can use the flightpath to show their son/daughter’s progress in all subjects by using 
the relevant term’s column and plotting the current grades for each subject. 

 If your son/daughter is working above the shaded line they are making excellent progress. 

 If your son/daughter is on the shaded line they are making good progress. 

 If your son/daughter is one grade below the shaded line they are making expected progress. 
 If your son/daughter is two or more grades below the shaded line they are not making good 

enough progress and should ask their teacher for help.  

 
YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

             9.9 9.9 9.9 

       8.9 8.9 8.9 9.8 9.8 9.8 

 7.9 7.9 7.9 8.8 8.8 8.8 9.7 9.7 9.7 

 7.8 7.8 7.8 8.7 8.7 8.7 9.6 9.6 9.6 

 7.7 7.7 7.7 8.6 8.6 8.6 9.5 9.5 9.5 

 7.6 7.6 7.6 8.5 8.5 8.5 9.4 9.4 9.4 
All other 
subjects 7.5 7.5 7.5 8.4 8.4 8.4 9.3 9.3 9.3 

Maths and 
Science 7.4 7.4 7.4 8.3 8.3 8.3 9.2 9.2 9.2 

 7.3 7.3 7.3 8.2 8.2 8.2 9.1 9.1 9.1 

 7.2 7.2 7.2 8.1 8.1 8.1       

 7.1 7.1 7.1             

 
AUTUMN  SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 



Changes to assessment in Years 10 and 11  
As you are probably aware the government has recently announced radical changes to the 
structure and assessment of GCSEs.  We are moving away from the familiar system of A*-G 
grades to a new system of grading with numbers.  In addition to the changes to the structure of 
the GCSEs, the government is also raising the expectation of the standard of GCSE that will be 
considered as ‘good pass’ from a C to a new grade 5.   
  
These changes have large implications for target setting in schools.  At King Charles I School we 
feel that it is vitally important for students receive the new target grades as soon as possible.  
Consequently the school is well advanced in preparations for the new GCSE grading system and is 
ready to begin rolling out the new targets.  This booklet is intended to explain what the new grades 
mean so that you can better understand the changes we’ve made to your son/daughter’s target 
grades on their progress reports.  
 
What do the new numbers mean?  
As the content in the new GCSEs is so different there is no simple and direct way to convert 
between the old GCSE A*-G grades and the new number grades.  However, to ensure that the 
new system is fair to those students taking the new exams the government has fixed the 
percentages of students gaining particular grades against the old system.  So for example the 
same proportion of students that gained an ‘A’ and above in the old GCSEs will now gain a grade 7 
and above in the new GCSEs. However, this does not mean that a grade 7 is equal to an A grade 
as the content is so different.   
 
We have included an explanation sheet from OFQUAL overleaf that provides further information 
concerning the proportions of students that receive each grade compared with the old system  
 
Which subjects are affected?  
Due to the number of different GCSEs that are being updated, not all subjects will be moving to the 
new 1-9 system at the same time.  It is quite possible that your son/daughter will have a mix of 
letter and number grades when they receive their targets this year.  This is the same nationally 
and your son/daughter will not be disadvantaged in any way by this.  
 
In Year 10 students are assessed using the new GCSE grades 1-9 grade descriptors for English 
and maths. All other subjects are assessed against the existing A*-G grades. 
 
In Year 11 students are assessed using the existing A*-G grades. 
 
What is considered a ‘good’ pass?  
To align the UK with the best education systems in the world the government has raised 
expectations of achievement and will now consider a ‘good pass’ at GCSE to be a grade 5. You 
will see from the OFQUAL leaflet included that this inevitably means a smaller percentage of 
students are expected to gain this standard than gained a C grade in the past. Our targets issued 
to students in Year 7, 8 and 9 will ensure that all students at King Charles I School are on track to 
aim for this standard.  
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   



 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

3 

2 

1 

U 

4 

U 

G 

F 

E 

D 

C 

B 

A 

A* 

4  and above = bottom of C and above 

AWARDING 

5  and above = top of C and above 

GOOD PASS (DfE) 



 
The following table shows a typical flight path for a student following GCSE English, science, 
maths and RE courses. Year 9 is included because maths, English, science and RE begin their 
GCSEs in Year 9. 
  
This student achieved 5a in their Year 6 SATs and will be on target to make good progress if they 
achieve a grade 8 at the end of each year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shaded lines are the personalised progress lines on your son/daughter’s flightpath. 
The shaded lines on the progress flightpath are created from your son/daughter’s end of Year 6 
SATs levels in maths and English. The Key Stage 2 maths level is used to generate your 
son/daughter’s maths and science progress lines. All other progress lines are created from their 
Key Stage 2 English level. If your son/daughter achieved the same level for both maths and 
English in Year 6, then they will only have one progress line for all subjects. 
 
Parents/Carers can use the flightpath to show their son/daughter’s progress in all subjects by using 
the relevant term’s column and plotting the current grades for each subject. 

 If your son/daughter is working above the shaded line they are making excellent progress. 

 If your son/daughter is on the shaded line they are making good progress. 

 If your son/daughter is one grade below the shaded line they are making expected progress. 

 If your son/daughter is two or more grades below the shaded line they are not making good 
enough progress and should ask their teacher for help. 

 
 
 
 

  

 
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

             9 9 9 

       9 9 9 8 8 8 

 9 9 9 8 8 8 7 7 7 
maths/ 
science 8 8 8 7 7 7 6 6 6 

 7 7 7 6 6 6 5 5 5 
English/ 

RE 6 6 6 5 5 5 4 4 4 

 5 5 5 4 4 4 3 3 3 

 4 4 4 3 3 3 2 2 2 

 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 

 2 2 2 1 1 1       

 1 1 1             
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The following table shows a typical flightpath for a student in Year 10 or 11 who is following a 
course that has not moved over to the new 1-9 grading system. This student achieved a 5b during 
in Year 6 SATs and will be on target to make good progress if they achieve an A grade at the end 
of each year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are graded from A* to G 
 

The shaded lines are the personalised progress lines on your son/daughter’s flightpath. 
The shaded lines on the progress flightpath are created from your son/daughter’s end of Year 6 
SATs levels in maths and English. The Key Stage 2 maths level is used to generate your 
son/daughter’s maths and science progress lines. All other progress lines are created from their 
Key Stage 2 English level. If your son/daughter achieved the same level for both maths and 
English in Year 6, then they will only have one progress line for all subjects. 
 
Parents/Carers can use the flightpath to show their son/daughter’s progress in all subjects by 
using the relevant term’s column and plotting the current grades for each subject. 

 If your son/daughter is working above the shaded line they are making excellent progress. 

 If your son/daughter is on the shaded line they are making good progress. 

 If your son/daughter is one grade below the shaded line they are making expected progress. 

 If your son/daughter is two or more grades below the shaded line they are not making good 
enough progress and should ask their teacher for help. 
 

 
  

 
YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

       A*+ A*+ A*+ 

 A*+ A*+ A*+ A*- A*- A*- 

 A*- A*- A*- A A A 
science A A A B+ B+ B+ 

 B+ B+ B+ B- B- B- 
 B- B- B- C+ C+ C+ 

All other 
subjects 

C+ C+ C+ C C C 

 C C C D+ D+ D+ 

 D+ D+ D+ E+ E+ E+ 

 E+ E+ E+ F+ F+ F+ 

 F+ F+ F+       
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How will the changes affect my son/daughter’s progress reports?  
 
Year 7 and 8 
The progress reports will reflect the new 1-9 grade format with the corresponding year number 
used in front of the grade. Students will receive: 
 
 Attitude to learning grades for: effort, behaviour, quality of homework and quality of classwork. 
 Target grade - this is the minimum grade the student needs to attain by the end of the year.  
 Current grade - this is the grade at which the student is currently operating. 
 
Year 9 
English, maths, science and RE in Year 9 will be assessed against the new GCSE grades 1 to 9.  
Students will receive: 

 
 Attitude to learning grades for: effort, behaviour, quality of homework and quality of classwork. 
 Target grade - this is the minimum grade the student needs to attain by the end of Year 11.  
 Current grade - this is the grade at which the student is currently operating. 
 Predicted grade - this is the grade attained by the end of Year 11 if the student continues to 

progress at their current rate.  
 
All other subjects will be assessed using the new 1 to 9 grade format with the corresponding year 
number used in front of the grade. Students will receive:   
 
 Attitude to learning grades for: effort, behaviour, quality of homework and quality of classwork. 
 Target grade - this is the minimum grade the student needs to attain by the end of the year.  
 Current grade - this is the grade at which the student is currently operating. 

 
Year 10 and 11 
For Year 10, the progress report will remain the same apart from English and maths which will 
reflect the new 1-9 grade format. Progress reports will remain the same for Year 11. Students will 
also receive: 

 
 Attitude to learning grades for: effort, behaviour, quality of homework and quality of classwork. 
 Target grade - this is the minimum grade the student needs to attain by the end of Year 11. 
 Current grade - this is the grade the student is currently operating at. 
 Predicted grade - this is the grade attained by the end of Year 11 if the student continues to 

progress at their current rate. 
 

Given the exam system has been relatively stable for a number of decades we realise that these 
changes will be confusing for many parents/carers. If you have any questions about these changes 
please fill out the attached form.  
 
 

  



Any Questions? 
 
Please use this form to ask us any questions you may have about the 
changes to the assessment system 

 

Name:  

Name of student:  

Tutor Group:  

Questions/Queries: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return to your son/daughter’s form tutor or email to Mrs Hardy (our 

‘Administration Manager’) at office@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk 
 


