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Headteacher 
Autumn Statement  

As we draw to the end of the autumn 
term there is much to celebrate in 
addition to the festivities. We hope 
that you find our termly newsletter 
informative and interesting. Every 
term we produce a newsletter, which 
will include student writing and 
photographs of our work. We wish to 
always include news about students’ 
successes out of school in our 
newsletters and we would be delighted 
to hear from you. Please email Mrs 
Hardy at office@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.
uk with your information.

I would like to congratulate all those 
students who worked so hard to 
achieve their GCSE, AS and A Level 
results this summer and to the staff and 
parents/carers who supported them. It 
was a record breaking year at GCSE and 
A Level where the students achieved 
the best ever results the school has 
ever recorded. We are now aiming to 
significantly improve upon these results 
with the current Years 11, 12 and 13 and 
are confident we can do so.

There is one member of staff who will 
be leaving us at the end of term: Miss 
Hodgkinson (teacher of technology). I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank-you and wish her all every 
happiness and success in the future. 

The school will close for students at 
12.35 on Thursday 15th December 2016 
and will reopen for all students on 
Tuesday 3rd January 2017. 

I would like to congratulate all those 
students who have done so many great 
things during the term and look forward 
to hearing about many more after the 
holiday. 

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you for your 
support of the school and wish you a 
happy and restful holiday season.

Stephen Brownlow
Headteacher
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Grading
GCSE reform

GCSEs in England are being reformed 
and will be graded with a new scale 
from 9 to 1, with 9 being the highest 
grade. English literature, English 
language and maths will be the first 
subjects to be graded in this way 
from August 2017. The subjects with 
the highest numbers of candidates 
(e.g. arts, humanities, languages) 
will follow in 2018 and most others 
in 2019. This is happening as GCSEs 
are being reformed to make them 
more challenging, to keep pace with 
employers’ and universities demands.

In the first year each new GCSE subject 
is introduced, students who would 
have got a grade C or better will get 
a grade 4 or better. Students who 
would have got a Grade A or better 
will get a 7 or better. Grade 9 will be 
more difficult to achieve than a grade 
A*. The extra top grade will also make 
it easier for employers and universities 
to distinguish between the most able 
students.

In the future the Government’s 
definition of a “good pass” will be set 
at Grade 5. Grade 5 will be awarded to 
around the top third of pupils gaining 
the equivalent of a grade C and bottom 
third of a grade B. This means that there 
will be fewer pupils achieving a ‘good 
pass’ than in previous years. 
Grade 4 will continue to be a level 
2 achievement (equivalent to a low 
grade C now). We would not expect 
employers, colleges and universities 
to raise the bar to a grade 5 if, for 
example, a grade 4 would meet their 
requirements. The approximate grade 
conversions are given in the table 
opposite.

More information about when subjects
will switch to the new grades is 
available on the Ofqual website.

A+
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Art 
Year 8, Duck House Project Year 12, Ikon Gallery Visit

Year 8 art club members worked hard 
to complete a project for Bewdley 
Festival at the beginning of this school 
year. Students created designs for a 
duck house inspired by different art 
movements, such as cubism and pop 
art. The duck house was then expertly 
painted by the students involved and 
taken to Bewdley museum, where it 
sat alongside a wide variety of other 
designs as the main feature of the 
festival. Well done to all of those 
involved, the end result looked fantastic.

Year 12 fine art students are currently 
working on the theme of exploration 
and discovery. To support their 
investigation, they recently visited 
the Ikon Gallery in Birmingham to 
see the work of Žilvinas Kempinas 
and Sara Barker. Kempinas’ work 
comprises a number of installations 
that are characteristically elemental, 
representing and embodying natural 
phenomena such as light and the 
circulation of air, with an emphasis on 
movement made by both visitors and 
kinetic works in the exhibition.

It involves everyday objects and 
materials, and he is most known for 
using unwound videotape. It appeals 
to him not only as an ‘abstraction’ of 
moving imagery, but also because of its 
distinct physical qualities.

Barker’s artistic practice operates 
on the boundary between sculpture, 
painting and drawing, delicately tracing 
lines in space. Incorporating rods of 
steel and aluminum, sheets of glass and 
painted sections, reflecting her interest 
in how space may exist in the mind, in 
stories and in memories.

Students documented the exhibition, 
making analytical comment and giving 
them ideas of how they could adapt the 
use of similar materials in their practice 
at school.
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Key Stage 5 Drawing Workshop Pathways into Art and Design Careers Talk

At the end of November, Sarah Davies, an 
ex KC1 student who recently graduated 
in Illustration from Camberwell School of 
Art in London, came in to deliver drawing 
workshops to sixth form art students. 
Sarah explored drawing techniques to 
exploit drawing from memory, and other 
approaches that made drawing more 
intuitive and experimental. Students 
also explored using light and shadow 
to unexpected affect. They will be able 
to use these techniques within their 
coursework, and also as preparations 
begin for examination units in the spring 
term.

In November, Year 11 students were given 
the opportunity to attend a talk about 
potential pathways into further study/
careers in art and design. A small group 
of individuals, who had expressed an 
interest in pursuing the subject further, 
were invited to attend. The talk was 
delivered by a recent fine art graduate of 
Gloucestershire University who outlined 
the massive variety of design based 
courses on offer and gave examples of 
the type of career these could lead into. 
It was a great way to provoke students to 
think about what their next steps could 
be; this message seemed to resonate 
more coming from someone who had 
recently experienced university and was 
still on their journey towards a career in 
the arts. 

Art 
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Tate Britain Visit

In October, Year 11 art and design 
students enjoyed a visit to Tate Britain 
in London to support the theme of 
forces being studied for the mock 
examination. It was an early 6.30 am 
start allowing students to pack in a full 
day of drawing and critical analysis. The 
collection at Tate Britain focuses on 
British art from 1500 to the present

day allowing students to choose 
artworks or genres from a wide 
ranging period that were of particular 
interest to them. This includes painting, 
printmaking, photography, sculpture, 
film and installation. Popular choices 
included Jacob Epstein, David Hockney, 
and William Blake.

Art 
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Leisure, litter and surprise herons

Year 13 leisure studies were treated to 
the view of a handsome heron taking 
flight as they were collecting litter in 
the Spennells Nature Reserve at the 
start of November.  As part of their A 
level course the students are required 
to improve leisure facilities in their local 
area.  With the support of the Wyre 
Forest District Council they collected 
over 6 refuse sacks full of rubbish.  
Local residents were delighted with 
both their effort and the improvements 
they made.

Our overall message to you all: keep 
Kidderminster tidy. Not just for you, 
but for the birds who use the area too.  
Putting that one crisp or sweet packet 
in the bin will make a difference.

Business 
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Careers
NEC Skills Show Whitehouse Farm

The NEC Skills Show is an event 
held every year to allow a range of 
companies, institutions and trades to 
showcase what they can offer in terms 
of skills and long term career prospects

On Thursday 17th November we took 
50 students to the show and, at first, 
the sheer number and range of sectors 
exhibiting was overwhelming; many 
students didn’t know where to go first. 
From the army and RAF to engineering 
and design, health and beauty to 
data analysts and law; they soon 
recovered and threw themselves at the 
demonstrations, all keen to have a go 
and ask questions.
  
Many a pen and novelty stress ball 
were gleaned from the stalls but the 
conversations with students following 
the trip proved that it wasn’t just about 
the ‘freebies’. Students had managed 
to seek out their preferred career stalls 
and had asked the right questions 
about the qualifications needed and 
pathways into it so had a much clearer 
vision of their future in their free bag 
as well.

On Thursday 20th October Year 7 and 
Year 8 Communication Centre students 
were invited to visit the farm of Mr and 
Mrs Collett. They were made to feel 
incredibly welcome from the minute 
they arrived. They took time showing 
students around the farm where they 
keep a variety of animals including, 
cows, sheep, pigs, ducks, turkeys and 
chickens. Time was spent cuddling the 
new baby lambs, some only a few days 
old. Mr and Mrs Collett talked about the 
range of jobs and daily tasks that need 
doing to keep a farm running. Students 
all had a great time. A future visit is 
planned to see how those lambs are 
getting on. 
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Year 11 Catering controlled assessment.

A very big well done to the Year 
11 catering classes who all met the 
challenge of designing and creating two 
healthy dishes and accompaniments 
suitable to be served in a school or 
college canteen. The photos show a 
few of the dishes made which ranged 
from healthy style burgers made from 
scratch, hearty pies, to rough pastry 
savoury tarts and healthy sweet tartlets. 
All good enough to eat and fairly guilt 
free, yum yum.

Catering and Textiles 
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Textile ClubGCSE Year 10 Textiles

For the last few weeks Mrs Mell and 
9 talented Year 7 & 8 students have 
been getting in to the festive spirit by 
making hand stitched felt Christmas 
tree decorations. From Christmas 
puddings to gingerbread men, the after 
school club have been personalising 
the decorations with old and new hand 
sewing techniques. 

The pupils enjoyed the opportunity 
to make the decorations as gifts for 
their family members and meeting new 
friends at the club.

As students who thoroughly enjoy 
the subject of textiles, we have been 
learning valuable practical and theory 
based skills.

During this academic year, we have 
learnt how to generate a paper pattern 
for our ongoing project of creating 
a dress. We were given the theme of 
‘botanical’ and given free rein over the 
decoration and structure of our dresses 
within that theme. As well as making 
a dress, we have fashioned samples of 
flowers and different types of seams 
using different techniques, such as 
appliqué and overlocking.

As part of our GCSE, we need to learn 
theory skills which is a large part 
of the exam. We have covered four 
main topics; health and safety, paper 
patterns, components and screen 
printing. The lessons are enjoyable 
and the atmosphere in the class room 
is really engaging. Since we want to 
pursue a career in textiles, completing 
this GCSE will put us in good stead for 
our futures. 

By Sarah Astill and Molly-Ann Mills
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Come join the Army Cadets CCF:

Anyone can join at any age from Year 8 
up to Year 13. 

We parade every Wednesday from 
3:30pm to 5:30pm on the Hillgrove site.
Come and improve your leadership, 
problem solving and teambuilding skills. 
Be part of something unique. Being 
part of CCF helps build up an excellent 
personal statement about yourself for 
your future. 

Activities include field craft, MOI cadre, 
weapon handling, personal survival, 
leadership, adventure training, first aid, 
command tasks, overnight and weekend 
exercises, camps and competitions.
For more information contact Mr R 
Marrett – Captain and OC of CCF

CCF 
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Charities and PSHCE
Charities

First aid

Students have supported many 
charities over the course of the term. 
In September, we hosted a Macmillan 
coffee morning in memory of Mrs 
Giddins where students surpassed 
themselves raising a staggering £2150!
The Christmas Child appeal generated a 
record number of shoe boxes filled with 
gifts this year. The charity sends the 
boxes around the world to children less 
fortunate than our own to bring them 
the pleasure of Christmas. Reception, 
particularly on the Borrington site, 
looked like Santa’s grotto on Thursday 
24th November as we awaited the 
collection of the parcels. Brilliant effort!
Students again dug deep buying 
poppies for remembrance raising 
£644.99 (nearly £100 more than last 
year!) and our pile of pennies campaign, 
where students can throw any loose 
change into a box is growing slowly but 
surely. All money from this goes to the 
school’s Appeal Trust.

For Children in Need this year students 
and staff were asked to guess how 
many sweets were in the jar (one jar per 
year group!); the nearest guess won. 
The winners were: Mr Nangalia (staff), 
Holly MacMillan (6th form), George 
Harper (Year 11), Kate Kirwan (Year10), 
Kamuran Gormusoglu (Year 9), Leah 
Ballard (Year 8), Ruby Wilson (Year 7). 
From this we raised £65.88
On Friday 2nd December we are 
holding a second non-uniform day for 
Mrs Giddins. On this day staff and sixth 
form students will also attempt to raise 
even more money in a five aside football 
match (I think we know who will win 
that match!).

The sixth form are due to have their 
annual Christmas jumper day on 
Tuesday 13th December all proceeds 
from that are to go to Leukaemia Care 
following an enlightening assembly 

an enlightening assembly delivered 
about the charity and the work that 
they do.

And finally, the sixth form are organising 
a toy box appeal in the final weeks of 
the term whereby students can bring 
in old toys that are in good condition 
to be taken to Worcester hospital’s 
children’s ward. The hope is that they 
will bring a little joy to those children 
over the Christmas holidays.

Recently, we had someone come in to 
talk to us all about the importance of 
first aid and even how to save lives! This 
was a very exciting event and I know 
everyone who attended fully enjoyed 
the experience.

We learnt about things such as 
preventing brain damage and 
performing CPR! We were shown a 
demonstration of CPR on a dummy and 
were then able to each have a go as 
well. We were also taught what to do if 
we find someone unconscious so that 
they do not choke. You have to cross 
one arm over their body and pull them 
over onto their side and rest their other 
arm under their head.

It was a great experience to have as 
we all learnt so much in just a short 
period of time; it was a lot of fun and 
we are very thankful that it was able to 
be organised. Each and every one of 
us were involved in one way or another 
which meant it felt engaging to us all 
and was just an amazing time.

Article by: Alex Tyler and Thomas 
Anderson
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This year was a huge success!

For any of you who are not aware what 
operation Christmas child is… let me 
remind you. It is simply when schools, 
like ours, grab gifts that children might 
like (for example colouring books) and 
put them in wrapped up shoe boxes; 
these boxes are then sent to children 
in need so that we can bring a smile to 
their faces at Christmas!

I am ecstatic to announce that, despite 
expecting sixteen, we managed to get 
forty-two filled boxes with amazing 
items! The prefects checked everything 
in the boxes and we were honestly 
amazed with the gifts bought in. We are 
undeniably thankful and proud of what 
our school community has managed to 
create. So thank you all so much.
I am certain that these presents 
will make many children smile this 
Christmas. Many people in poorer 
countries cannot afford the things that 
we have or even worse have nothing at 
all. We, as a community, have helped 
those children have a happy Christmas.

Thank you all again,

Article by: Alex Tyler and Tom 
Anderson

On Friday 23rd September Years 7 and 
8 enjoyed an hour of enlightenment 
with the very charismatic Roop Singh 
thanks to the generous funding of the 
Appeal Trust. 

The first session explored the building 
blocks of the Sikh faith, beginning with 
the steady hand of a willing volunteer 
who drew around Roop creating the 
shell of the man. Students were then 
introduced to each aspect of the 
religion through engaging stories of the 
gurus, the foundations and the symbols, 
all of which were added to the image to 
demonstrate what makes the man. The 
second session, with Year 8, explored 
the concept of Karma. Through a very 
visual display using water and tea, Roop 
demonstrated how a human soul is 
cleansed through each rebirth and how, 
according to the Sikh faith, good and 
bad karma is created; a universal lesson 
for all present.

Students were attentive and thoroughly 
engaged throughout both sessions 
and, I think, gained an understanding 
that part of true British values is that 
we embrace the differences of others 
especially when we understand why 
those differences exist. 

“I liked what he told us about his 
dagger. I’d always wondered why Sikh 
men carried it and when he told us what 
things we could see it on, like Dettol 
bottles, it all made sense.”
“I loved how the water was clear at the 
end of his talk. It really showed what 
good karma can do.”
“He was dead funny!”

Roop Singh commented as he left that 
he had been most impressed with how 
articulate our students were and how 
interesting their questions had been to 
respond to, evidence again of students’ 
engagement.

Operation Christmas Child PSHCE

Charities and PSHCE
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Drama and Music
The Lion King

On Wednesday 23rd November 2016, 
Years 9, 10 and 11 students took a trip 
to see The Lion King on the West End 
of London and overall it was a roaring 
success. Both drama and music loving 
students alike had the opportunity to 
partake in this fabulous experience and 
none came away disappointed. 

Students travelled to London by coach, 
a three-hour journey, allowing us to 
arrive just in time for the matinee 
performance. Many popular tourist 
sites in London were passed through 
including the widely-distinguished 
Trafalgar Square, where the large lion 
statue gave us a taste of what was 
to come and was quite literally a cat 
amongst the pigeons. 
Regardless of students’ excitement 
about the wonders of London Town, 
the performance at the Lyceum 
Theatre truly was the mane event. The 
culmination of incredible acting and 
singing ability from the cast along with 
extraordinary production elements from 
the backstage team led to a moving 
performance that showed students the 
true pinnacle of what live theatre can 
be. 

Highlights of the show include the world 
renowned opening scene whereby 
animals from all the way across the 
savannas of Africa are created by 
costuming actors in moving wire frames 
coated in fabrics to bring the manually 
controlled creatures to life in front of 
the audiences’ eyes.  
Izzy Fey, a Year 10 student, said the 
show was “very well polished and 
professionally produced” which 
only goes to show how this trip has 
expanded students’ horizons on what 
can be achieved with hard work and 
dedication to your craft. 

Obviously, this scale of trip would not 
be possible without the hardworking 
members of staff who spend their time 
organising experiences like this so the 
students’ thanks must go out to Ms 
Warrington, Ms Morgan, Ms Bates and 
other staff members who contributed to 
this event taking place. 

In conclusion, this trip did not only allow 
students to enjoy a high-quality piece of 
theatre, but it showed us that regardless 
of which path we choose to take, hard 
work and dedication to our passions has 
the ability to take us wherever we want 
to go, allowing us to assume our desired 
places in the Circle of Life. 

Article by Emily Bowron
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Choir Creation Programme

Christmas Concert

This term we have been very fortunate 
to be able to work alongside the 
Armonico Consort on a Choir Creation 
Programme within school this year. 
Specialists from the Armonico Consort 
are in the process of delivering five 
weekly workshops which last for an 
hour. 25 Year 7 to 12 students have 
been taught a range of repertoire 
including two items for the Christmas 
Concert. Students are looking forward 
to learning the large scale choral work 
‘Carmina Burana’ in the coming weeks. 
Students will then be invited to perform 
this work in a final concert during the 
spring term at a prestigious venue 
which is yet to be announced.

Music students have been working 
tirelessly this term in preparation for 
this year’s Christmas concert. We are 
looking forward to hearing festive 
performances from a number of 
talented soloists and groups including 
the guitar ensemble, flute ensemble, 
orchestra, choir and Year 7 musical 
theatre group. The concert takes place 
on Tuesday 6th December at 7pm in 
Oldfield Hall, Hillgrove site. Tickets are 
available from Mrs Morgan or reception 
staff on both sites and cost £1 each. 
Please come along and join us for some 
festive carol singing and indulge in a 
mince pie or two!

Drama and Music
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English
Accelerated Reader Worcester Storytelling Festival 

As many of you know, accelerated 
reader is a system where students can 
take simple (multiple choice) quizzes 
on the books they have read. Personally, 
we feel that this is a great idea as we 
find quizzes fun and while taking a quiz 
you are letting teachers and librarians 
know that you are reading.

Reading is a vital skill for life and vital 
in preparing us for the exams that we 
will have to take. You may not be or 
ever be the type of person that would 
sit down and read a book as a source 
of entertainment and that is ok, but it 
is crucial that we do. So many studies 
have shown the link between regular 
reading as a teen and later success – 
we’d be daft not to – and accelerated 
reader, with its rewards and competition 
certainly does motivate us to read. 
We are aiming to join the millionaires’ 
club during the course of the year 
(exclusively for those who have read a 
million words). 

Article by Alex Tyler and Thomas 
Anderson

On Tuesday 11th October a group 
of Year 7 students were offered a 
chance to visit Worcester and enjoy an 
afternoon at the Storytelling Festival. 
This inspirational trip engaged the 
students in an exciting session with Ben 
Haggarty, a world-class performance 
storyteller, and offered them the chance 
to learn about writing and creating their 
own personal narratives.

During the session, Ben worked with the 
group of 11 students on creative writing 
skills and how to craft their language 
for effect, the outcome of which was 
outstanding. Students left the festival 
excited and keen to continue writing. 
This was in most part due to his 
engaging performance which left the 
students enthralled!

A most successful visit – one that we 
hope to repeat next year!
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Blood Brothers Theatre Trip 

On the evening of Monday 17th October 
2016, an excited group of students from 
Years 9, 10 and 11 gathered outside the 
Birmingham Hippodrome awaiting their 
entry into 1980s Liverpool through the 
dramatic masterpiece of Blood Brothers 
by Willy Russell.

Blood Brothers was introduced to 
theatres in 1983. It constitutes part of 
the English Literature curriculum and is 
also the set text for any student taking 
GCSE Drama. The trip was organised 
by the English department to extend 
pupils’ knowledge and understanding 
of the musical. The experience allowed 
them to gain a deeper emotional 
understanding of the play and its 
themes as well as giving them an insight 
into the wonders of live theatre in 
comparison to simply reading a text. 
Deep, emotional controversy is 
interwoven throughout the plot of 
Blood Brothers, making it an ideal 
piece to study and analyse. It is based 
around the character of Mrs Johnstone, 
a poor woman and mother to seven 
children, and her two twin boys, Mickey 
Johnstone and Edward Lyons. Without 
revealing too much about the plot, the 
storyline witnesses the journey of two 
twins separated at birth and the trials 
they face in order to reunite whilst 
facing common issues relevant to those 
present in Liverpool in the late 20th 
century. 

Only positive feedback was heard 
from the students due to the high 
quality production elements of the 
performance. A Vivid and imaginative 
set was used to create an intense 
atmosphere and draw the hearts of the 
audience closer to the characters.

“I didn’t know it was possible to laugh 
and cry in the same five minutes; a truly 
magnificent performance!” says John 
Watkins (Year 10). This was 

undeniably an opinion shared by all. 
Students enthusiastically discussed the 
production, especially commending 
the dramatic and vocal ability of the 
performers, and the live orchestra, 
coming together to create a beautifully 
melodious underscore. 

Overall, ourselves and the rest of 
the students thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and feel we obtained a 
great amount of appreciation for the 
incredibly well scripted piece. We are all 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity 
presented to us by the English teachers 
at King Charles and feel it is only 
right to conclude this review with our 
deepest gratitude going out to them.

Article by Emily Bowron and Jasmine 
Morris 

English
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John Lyon  Lecture Visit to Carding Mill Valley and Birmingham

Geography 

On Tuesday 8th November a group of 
A level geography students attended a 
lecture given by John Lyon (Programme 
Director at the Geographical 
Association).  The lecture addressed the 
following- 
 
Geography of health and disease: 
Infectious diseases pose a greater 
threat to human health and the global 
economy than war and violence. What 
role can geography play in managing 
the situation?
 
This event offered students the 
opportunity to experience a university 
style lecture and to consider global 
issues and current affairs relating to 
geography.  

On Monday 3rd October the geography 
department took a Year 10 class to 
Carding Mill Valley, Church Stretton. 
Our aim was to look at the changes in 
the long profile from the source. The 
weather was perfect.

The following day we took the same 
group to Birmingham. Here we 
looked at a transect through the city 
going from Four Oaks to Lozells. We 
conducted environmental surveys at 5 
different sites.
 
We finished the day by looking at 
recent changes in the city. This was 
all part of the GCSE course that the 
students will be writing up for their final 
exam.



20

History
Year 9 WW1 visit to Belgium and France

On Wednesday 12th October, 30 of our 
Year 9 students took part in a 3 day 
history visit to France and Belgium. 
Whilst there, they visited a variety of 
memorial sites connected with World 
War 1 including the Thiepval Memorial, 
the British Tyne Cot cemetery, 
Newfoundland Park and the Menin Gate. 
Many of the students found these sites 
moving and agreed that the visit was an 
experience that they would not forget. 
As well as these memorial sites they 
also visited local museums such as the 
Flanders Field Museum in Ypres and 
the Passchendale Memorial Museum. 
These sites gave the students a greater 
insight into the experience of soldiers 
and civilians during the Great War. 
Our current year 8 students will also 
have the opportunity to take part in a 
similar visit in October 2017 – if you are 
interested in taking part, please speak 
to your history teacher.
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Maths
Mathematics Masterclasses!

Four of our gifted and talented 
mathematicians from Year 9: Peter 
Heraty, Logan Ashdown, Emily 
Thomas and Hettie Gough were 
selected to attend a series of six 
mathematics masterclasses run by 
the Royal Institution at the University 
of Worcester. The sessions were run 
on Saturday mornings throughout 
October and November where pupils 
demonstrated their dedication to 
enhancing their mathematical studies 
by rising early and spending the 
mornings at the University taking part 
in exciting and intellectually stimulating 
seminars and activities.

The first session was entitled, ‘Playing 
games with squares’ where students 
experimented with the classic game of 
‘noughts and crosses’ and the impact 
on the chance of winning if played in 
different and very interesting shapes 
(including in the form of a Möbius 
strip!) and in different dimensions…
even extending the possibility of 
playing in the fourth dimension! The 
second session was about patterns 
and populations. The third session was 
entitled, ‘What is the most beautiful 
number?’ and explored the beauty of 
The Golden Ratio and its existence 
in music, nature, art, architecture 
and even in the screen of an iPhone! 
A mathematical, cultural feast of 
information!

The fourth session involved an 
exciting overview and exploration 
of mathematical careers. The fifth 
session was entitled ‘Cryptography’ 
which explored the fascinating world 
of code-breaking. The final session 
is approaching and the students are 
excited to learn about the maths behind 
the art of juggling!

Peter, Logan, Emily and Hettie have
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge 
and extension the masterclasses have 
provided; they have fed their thirst for 
mathematics and look forward to other 
opportunities like this in the future! 

Upcoming events:-

‘Understanding the Secrets of 
Turbulence’ Mathematics Masterclass 
at Aston University Wednesday 25 
January 2017

Intermediate Maths Challenge, 
Thursday 2 February 2017

Junior Maths Challenge, 
Thursday 27 April 2017
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MFL
Cologne Visit

On Thursday 24th November, 101 
students accompanied by 12 members 
of staff made their way through 
England, France, Belgium and Holland 
to finally arrive in Cologne, Germany. 
With clear skies, we walked across 
the Rhine river, along the famous 
Hohenzollern Bridge, also known as 
the Love Lock Bridge where it is a 
tradition for couples to put a lock on 
the bridge, to lock their love away, 
and throw the key into the river. We 
then made our way to the Cathedral 
square where students had some 
shopping opportunities, as well as visit 
the magical Christmas markets, the 
cathedral, and climb the 533 steps to 
the top of the cathedral tower, in order 
to get panoramic view of the whole city.
 
Later on, students had an amazing time 
ice-skating and we definitely spotted 
some future Olympians on the ice! The 
second day was spent at Phantasialand 
where students had amazing fun, 
running from ride to ride, with a very 
limited queue time of around 5 or 10 
minutes! The decor and atmosphere 
were magical, and students had the 
chance to spend 9 hours there!! 

Churros, Bratwurst, kasespäztle, 
chocolate covered fruits and many 
other delicious things were enjoyed 
throughout the day too!  We look 
forward to going back next year!  

Es war fantastisch!
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MFL
Le Théâtre volant

On Tuesday 27th September 2016, a 
theatre company called “le Théâtre 
volant” came to the Borrington site 
to deliver a play solely in French to all 
Year 7 students, as well as 30 primary 
students from Heronswood, Offmore 
and Comberton primaries. 

The theatre company visited us last 
year, and after a resounding success 
of the event, we decided to have them 
return to the school this year. The 
play included elements of juggling, 
singing, miming, dancing, repetition 
and even some magic. On numerous 
occasions, students were invited to join 
in with the singing and did so without 
thinking twice. The students’ behaviour, 
concentration and enthusiasm were 
very high and it was a fantastic event. 
We were very lucky to have the Appeal 
Trust fund this event and we are hoping 
to repeat the event next year. 

Students’ feedback:

Jack “it was very funny and skilful how 
they did the act”

Rosie “I thought it was very good and 
you could learn quite a lot during the 
play”

Scarlett “I think the play was very funny 
and enjoyable. I liked all the tricks in it”
Archie “I enjoyed the play as it was a 
formal funny play, I wish every assembly 
was like that!”

Luke “I thought that the French play 
was very good because it was funny 
and it also had a lot of involvement with 
the audience”

James I think the play was funny and it 
helped us understand more French by 
them using actions as they spoke”
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Paris Trip

On Friday 23rd October, at 7am, the 
Paris trip led by Miss Tabellion was on 
route to have the most amazing time 
in France ever! 63 Year 10 students 
came along and had the amazing 
opportunity to see for themselves all 
of the famous Paris landmarks such as 
the Eiffel Tower, The Champs-Élysées, 
the Arc de Triomphe, the Louvre, the 
Mona Lisa and the Sacré Coeur. We also 
spent a full day soaking in the magic 
and wonders of Disneyland under a 
bright blue sky. All of the students 
made us so proud to take them abroad 
and were just a delight whilst on the 
trip. Their joyfulness, happiness and 
amazing personalities made this trip 
a real success. Some of the students 
even got quite emotional when they 
saw the Eiffel Tower or the entrance to 
Disneyland, which made this trip even 
more worthwhile. This trip covered 
linguistic, cultural and entertainment 
aspects, and was topped with the best 
“how well do you know your teachers” 
quiz by Miss Perks, it was a real laugh! 
And to finish, as Adam Turley would 
say “c’était magnifique”. A big thank 
you from Miss Tabellion and the other 
staff that came on the trip and to all the 
students who came along with us to 
have fun in Paris.

MFL
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21/09/16 U14 County Cup v Tudor 
Grange Worcester – Lost 9 0

18/10/16 U14 Friendly v Holy Trinity – 
Won 4 1

01/12/16 U14 Friendly v Baxter – 
pending

Wyre Forest U14 league starts in March. 
Good luck boys!

King Charles I 5-0 stourport

King Charles I 8-0 STOURPORT

King Charles I 6- HOLY TRINITY

King Charles I 2-1 STOURPORT

Hanley Castle 3-3 King Charles (King 
Charles win on penalties)

Hat trick hero Brad Tipping pushing the 
boys through to the semi-final.

123 girls from Sutton Park, Heronswood, 
Hartlebury, St John’s, Comberton, 
Lickhill, Hagley, Far Forest, Burlish Park 
and Franche Primary Schools along 
with girls from King Charles I School, 
Stourport High School and The Bewdley 
School took part in a Football Festival, 
at King Charles 1 School on Thursday 
13th October, as part of Worcestershire’s 
Girls Football Week. Supported by 
Young Leaders from King Charles, the 
girls completed a range of drills which 
focused on passing, dribbling, tackling 
and shooting before applying their 
skills in a series of mixed school games. 
Hartlebury, Cookley, Sutton Park, 
Stourport, Comberton, St Anne’s, St 
John’s, Offmore, Bewdley, Holy Trinity, 
Foley Park, The Knoll, Burlish Park, 
Hagley, Wilden, Chaddesley Corbett, 
Heronswood, Clent, Lickhill, Franche 
and Birchen Coppice, Primary Schools 
all took part in the Y5/6 Football 
League this half term. Over 200 pupils 
took part in the League, which ran 
over 4 consecutive weeks at Stourport 
High School. Congratulations to Hagley 
Primary School who finished up as 
overall winners.

So far this academic year the U16 Girls’ 
Football team have been going from 
strength to strength. With the help of 
our GCSE PE leaders Sydney Harris, 
Lucy Stephens and Lucie Dedicoat the 
girls have been working hard in training 
to maintain their high standard of 
football. The girls have already achieved 
the champions’ crown in a district 7 
a-side tournament at Stourport after 
a nail biting penalty shootout. As it 
stands, the team made up of Years 9, 
10 and 11, are awaiting confirmation 
of their fixture in the Worcestershire 
Schools Semi-Cup Final. We wish the 
girls the best of luck in the rest of the 
competition.

PE
U14 Boys Football Results Football Festival

Girls Football

U12 results

U19
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Handball Wyre Forest Cross Country Results 2016

Jumping Jaxx

Trampolining Festival 23/11/2016 

5 Year 10 students took part in a 
training day where they developed 
their handball skills. After receiving 
training on the rules of handball and 
how to play, the students were given 
an opportunity to compete against 
students from other schools. These 5 
students will go on to lead this training 
session at the Winter School Games in 
March 2017.

On Friday 18th November on a cold and 
wet afternoon at the Wyre Forest 48 
competitors from years 7-11 attended 
the annual cross country event. Each 
race saw 50 competitors run varying 
distances through the forest all battling 
the challenging weather conditions. 
Below are the placed results from 
the competitors from King Charles. 
Congratulations and well done to the 
other runners who unfortunately didn’t 
place this time. 

Years 10/11 boys
2nd Kian Kang

3rd Dan Kimber

4th Chris Telling

Year 8/9 boys
2nd Tyler Ward

Years 10/11 girls
2nd Anna Weber

6th Ruth Weber

8th Caitlin Green

Years 8/9 girls
14th Jorja Hope

16th Willow De Morney-Lloyd

Years 7 girls
7th Leah Ritson

15 young leaders took part in a training 
day where they developed their 
leadership, planning and delivery skills. 
After receiving their training, the key 
stage 3 students delivered a carousel 
of activities to a small group of Year 
5 and 6 students. The young leaders 
that attended are now a fully trained 
workforce to deliver activities

10 talented trampolinists competed 
in the Worcestershire school games 
at Tudor Grange high school on 
Wednesday 23rd November. 

Holly Fisher, Sydney Harris, Maddie 
Beech, Holly Whitehouse, Emma 
Acton, Erin Bell, Holly Tandy Smith, 
Jodie Broomfield, Niamh Hawkes, Daisy 
Mawby. 

Holly Fisher came first in the elite 
competition and Daisy Mawby came 
second in the intermediate competition. 
Well done to everyone who competed. 

PE
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The RE and social sciences department 
took a group of Year 11-13 students 
out to the Camden Centre in London. 
Students had the opportunity 
to listen to lectures by Professor 
Richard Dawkins (atheist philosopher, 
evolutionary biologist and author, 
Emeritus Fellow of New College, 
Oxford), Richard Swinburne (renowned 
Christian philosopher and author of 
several acclaimed books on the case 
for theism, Emeritus Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Oxford) 
and Dr James Carleton Paget (Senior 
Lecturer in New Testament Studies in 
the Faculty of Divinity of the University 
of Cambridge). 

We later explored the vibrant and 
eclectic crafts and antiques markets of 
London’s biggest market in Camden.

RE and Social Science
Camden Centre in London
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Sixth Form
Life as head boy and head girl DY10 local community project

Year 12 DY10 project update.

Since being appointed as head boy 
and head girl back at the start of 
September, it’s safe to say we have 
been enjoying the opportunities and 
experiences that the role has brought 
us. In the months that have followed, 
we have been honoured to speak on 
both sites: the sixth form open evening; 
during assemblies and the most recent 
occasion, Founders Day. Throughout 
these events our confidence has grown; 
we only hope our performances have 
lived up to the expectation of past 
year’s head boy and girl.

Another key event during our tenure 
has been to lead the school council. 
When being asked to attend what was 
both of our first meetings, apprehensive 
was the word. However, a fantastically 
committed and engaging group with 
members from across the school 
ensured that it was a real success and, 
with future meetings already penned 
in, we hope these can become a real 
highlight of our time at the helm, since 
we are here to help ALL students and 
make their school life as enjoyable as 
possible and this gives us a forum to 
hear their views.

Looking ahead to next year, we want to 
introduce a number of events to engage 
and motivate the school community. 
Watch this space! 

This is a local community based project 
where a number of sixth form students 
meet up with neighbouring schools 
and work together. The purpose being 
to improve an aspect of the local DY10 
area.  The initial meeting took place on 
Tuesday 20th September.  Students 
were given an overview of the local area 
in terms of facilities, employment and 
general demographics.  They then went 
out into the local community to look at 
possible areas for improvement such 
as green spaces, community buildings, 
litter and events or clubs already on 
offer.  The focus for the improvements 
is ‘inclusion’ and the remainder of the 
meeting was spent in consultation 
with the students to formulate ideas 
for improving the area.  Ideas will be 
finalised at a later date as the project 
progresses.

Following on with the DY10 project and 
after some frantic planning, we have 
identified an area to be renovated.
Limekiln Lark is an area which we 
believe could be an asset to the 
community again.

It is situated not far from Sainsbury’s, 
and has an unloved and disused 
basketball court which we are trying 
to revitalise.  Our aim is to make it a 
safe and useable space for the local 
community to access.

We are planning to work with the local 
council to re-paint the basketball court 
lines, have new nets for the posts, put 
up signage and generally tidy up the 
park by removing the weeds, broken 
glass and rubbish.

We will keep you informed of our 
progress.

The DY10 team and Mrs Thomas
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Sixth Form
Sixth Form Work Experience

All the Year 12 students undertook a 
week’s work experience placement 
in the summer term. The placement 
was researched and organised by the 
students. This allowed them to pursue a 
placement in a business or setting that 
interested them and has a relevance to 
what they would like to study or pursue 
as a career when leaving King Charles I 
School.

On the placement students acted as an 
employee for the week adopting the 
rules of the workplace. All the students 
found this an invaluable experience 
and for some this confirmed what they 
want to do when they leave. Some 
students were offered paid work over 
the summer holiday following their 
placement and others have arranged 
extra time in the placement to gain 
more experience. The work experience 
placements ranged from Dudley Zoo to 
the Houses of Parliament so it shows 
there is no limit on where you could go.

“I enjoyed my work experience 
placement more than I even thought 
I would. I learnt many new skills such 
as CAD using a programme called 
vectorworks. I also created scale 
models from cardboard for a project 
and my models were even used in a 
presentation to the client!  Overall I 
thoroughly enjoyed placement as it 
gave me a feeling of responsibility 
which I enjoyed.”  

Beth Weber—David Wilson Partnership 

“My work experience for Insight 
Recruitment Consultants allowed 
me to grasp great knowledge of the 
recruitment process and how in the 
business world you have to be proactive 
to see the business succeed. By letting 
me take a role in the business for the 
week I felt more vital to the business 
than if I had just been shadowing. The 
experience has given me valuable 
experience for my future endeavours 
into the world of business.” 

Cameron Holmes-Price—Insight 
Recruitment Consultants
              


