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Headteacher 
Spring Statement  

We are now drawing to the end of a 
very busy term for all our students-
eg various trips, sporting events and, 
of course, the school performance of 
‘Hairspray.

The next half term is a very busy 
one for those students preparing for 
their GCSE, AS and A2 examinations. 
The first written GCSE examination 
is on Tuesday 16th May; the first AS 
examination is on Tuesday 16th May and 
the first A2 examination is on Monday 
5th June. I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish the students every 
possible success and to thank parents/
carers for all their help and support over 
what I know can be quite a stressful 
time. With this in mind, Year 11 students 
should be doing at least twenty-one 
hours of additional learning a week if 
they are to be successful and I would 
urge parents and carers to support 
them in doing so during the final run up 
to the summer exams. Years 12 and 13 
students should be doing at least thirty 
hours of additional learning a week if 
they are to be successful and I would 
urge parents/carers to support them 
in doing so during the run up to the 
summer examinations.

I close by wishing you all a wonderful 
Easter break and by thanking you as 
always for all your support of the work 
of the school. The school appreciates 
that your involvement with your son/
daughter’s learning can and does 
have a big influence on their levels of 
achievement at each critical stage of 
their development.

On this note, I would like to ask parents/
carers to encourage their children 
to keep up their studies outside of 

school during the holidays. Learning 
does not always have to be in a book. 
Please encourage them to get involved 
in activities during the break and 
when they return to school they will 
be motivated and focused on their 
learning.

Stephen Brownlow
Headteacher
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Headteacher Awards Art 
A level art visit Tate Modern

Robert Rauschenberg Exhibition
On Saturday 11th February, the art 
department took A-level art students to 
the Robert Rauschenberg exhibition at 
the Tate Modern in London.  
The exhibition contained works 
spanning the whole of Rauschenberg’s 
innovative career. From interactive 
installations to recycled sculptures 
and collages that defined 1960’s 
America, Rauschenberg work contained 
inspirational artworks to interest 
everyone, and proved a great link to the 
examination theme environment.
As well as the Rauschenberg exhibition, 
we had time to explore the permanent 
collection at the Tate Modern. This 
included world famous artists such as 
Monet, Dali, and Picasso.  Exposure to 
such a range of artworks and artists was 
extremely beneficial for our course, as it 
allowed us to explore new and exciting 
ideas in art. Moreover, getting to see 
artworks in person is infinitely better 
than looking at pictures online. Overall, 
the trip was a valuable and enjoyable 
experience.

Bethany Pickford 
Year 13

GCSE Art Super Saturday Workshop

Following the visit to Tate Modern 
earlier in the term, Year 11 GCSE 
students continue to work on their 
examination preparation work themed 
around beginnings and/or ends. On 
Saturday 11th March, students attended 
a workshop enabling them to access 
resources/ materials that may not be 
available at home. Students moved their 
ideas forwards successfully working with 
dry point etching, monoprint, linoprint, 
and photography, as well as painting and 
drawing. The final examination is in May. 
The outcomes will be exhibited in the 
summer term.

Year 7 
Charlotte Lawton

Zandruinus Bartkevicius

Year 8
Charlie Wood 

Sabina Skura-Allen

Year 9 
Logan Ashdown 

Year 10 
Harrison Yafai 

Lukas Southern 

Year 11 
Charlie Shakeshaft
Sajida Begum

Year 12 
Samina Begum

Year 13
Ben Howard
Beth Pickford

Each half term a number of  
students are awarded the 
headteacher award for 
nominations from several  
subjects for effort, outstanding 
work and resilance.

AWARDS
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Art 
Year 11 Tate Modern visit

Year 11 GCSE art and design students 
recently visited Tate Modern to support 
their GCSE examination theme. Kim 
Rawlings reports on the day:
Half asleep and a little quieter than 
usual, we left school for Tate Modern 
Gallery, in London, a little after 6:30am.
Walking in from the grey London 
surroundings, it was astonishing. Having 
been to the other Tate Gallery with 
school, I was a little astonished at how 
huge the initial space was. 
Art was everywhere. Not only did the 
general building have a sleek look, but 
we found art in intriguing places. There 
were children’s balloons on one of the 
ceilings which we later found out were 
part of an art installation! There was 
something for everyone. Some went 
straight to the top of the building where 
there was a beautiful light display above 
our heads, and you got to lie, starry 
eyed, looking up at it; others sought out 
the abstract paintings, or sculptures.
Inspired by the artist’s work that 
surrounded us, from Andy Warhol 
and Francis Bacon, to Pablo Picasso 
and Bridget Riley, we made sketches 
from a variety of artists, based on our 
exam unit ‘beginnings, and or endings.’ 
Having the freedom to pick our own 
pieces to observe has given everyone a 
diverse range of sketches in their books 
– giving us an assortment of ideas for 
the beginning of the exam unit. 
It was a day well spent! If you’re ever in 
London on a rainy day, pop in and have 
a look- maybe one day a King Charles I 
student will have an exhibition there.

Careers
Careers Assemblies

We have had a whole range of careers 
assemblies and speakers in this term 
to expose students to the range of 
professions and pathways that are 
open to them. From the army to a 
professor of genetics, health care to 
graphic design; students have had 
the opportunity to listen and seek 
information to enable them to make 
informed decisions about their own 
futures.
On Thursday 16th and Friday 17th 
March, we were visited by Tom Gough, 
an ex-student who followed an 
apprenticeship route into engineering 
with Aston Martin. As the car pulled 
into the carpark, we knew that this 
was going to be an exciting talk and it 
didn’t disappoint! Tom talked students 
through the range of opportunities on 
offer through the apprenticeship route 
at Aston Martin and gave them a really 
clear definition of what engineering 
actual is. 
A really positive, successful role model 
for our students; we would like to say a 
big thank you for giving his up his time 
to support us.

Firstly, many thanks must be given 
to Penny Staples, Dagmar Mackett 
and Michelle Evans for giving up 
their valuable time to support us with 
this drive to raise the aspirations of 
students. 
Our visitors from a range of different 
sectors worked with students from 
Years 8, 9 and 10, sharing their 
experiences of education and pathway 
into their current profession. They 
talked about the importance of maths 
and English and the range of options 
open to them. The students themselves 

were really attentive and interested in 
the discussion but, most importantly, 
it gave them the opportunity to talk 
about their own aspirations and current 
concerns regarding their futures.
“It was really good to talk to someone 
different about my worries and I feel 
like I can aim high as long as I work 
hard.”
“It was really interesting.”
“I like how our visitor sent me 
information via Mrs Willmitt to help with 
what we discussed.” 

Raising Aspirations
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Year 11 Mock Interviews

On Friday 3rd February each Year 
11 student was involved in a mock 
interview. The idea of the experience is 
that students are given the opportunity 
to practice their interview technique 
and etiquette with representatives from 
the world of work. They created a CV 
in preparation and explored the good, 
the bad, and the ugly to ascertain what 
makes a successful interview.
The students had to come to school on 
that day dressed to impress and they 
certainly did just that; every student 
making the right first impressions 
in their chosen business attire. 
They ensured that they conducted 
themselves in a professional manner; 
greeting the employer, introducing 
themselves and shaking hands as 
though they had been attending 
interviews for years.  
We had a record number of employers 
volunteer their time to come in and 
conduct the interviews, all of whom 
were very impressed with the way that 
students conducted themselves:
“I wish I had a job to give this student.”
“I would employ her tomorrow.” 
“I can’t believe how confident the 
students are.”
These were just a few of the comments 
from the employers who also gave 
feedback to every student they 
interviewed about the CV and their 
responses to the questions asked. A 
really valuable experience for Year 11 
and one that I think they will never 
forget.

CareersCareers
Worcestershire Skills Show Year 8 visit to DRP, Kidderminster

On Thursday 16th February 2017, 14 
students from Year 7 and Year 8 visited 
DRP Kidderminster where we learnt 
about film making and graphic design 
and other jobs that go into making 
adverts and other media.
They showed us around each studio, 
with each one being bigger than 
the last, they also showed us the 
presentation they used to advertise the 
Fiat Abarth line of cars.
In there we learnt that they are an 
independent company who have done 
adverts such as Fiat Abarth and Wickes.  
They create apps for their clients and 
even use VR to replicate past events.
They have different departments, all 
contributing in different ways, but all to 
create adverts.  We learnt about each 
job in detail and it gave us ideas for 
future jobs/courses.

On Wednesday 8th of March, we 
had the opportunity to go to the 
Worcestershire Skills Show. A 100 Year 
10 students went in total and we found 
the experience really useful; it gave us 
the idea of what we may want to do 
post-16. There was the chance to get 
involved in a mock interview which 
gave us an insight in to what to do for a 
real one in the future. The stands there 
were very helpful and gave us a lot of 
information and guides on what to do 
next.
One of the Year 10s said, “it was an 
amazing experience that helped to 
prepare us and reassure us for the 
future.” 
We would recommend it to anyone who 
has the chance to go.
Reported by: Izzie Walden and Erin 
Bunch

Young Enterprise

On Saturday 18th March, Year 12 Young 
Enterprise students took part in their 
final trade fair at Webbs garden centre 
in Wychbold. Their company, called 
Zen, specialise in bespoke mugs and 
coasters for a very reasonable (and 
cost efficient) price and, despite being 
up against some strong competition 
on the day, their stall looked amazing. 
They were questioned by the judges 
during the morning as to their company 
ethos and finances and were able to 
articulate in a very professional manner 
what sets their company apart from the 
competition.
The group has an upcoming 
presentation to deliver where they will 
need to share what their company has 
achieved and learnt during the Young 
Enterprise experience. Fingers crossed 
that their names are called out at the 
awards evening later in the year!

8
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Charities Charities
Charity football match Comic Relief

Clash of the Titans

The Teams:

Staff 
Matt CAMPBELL
Jon MALES
Richard MARRETT
Stephen BRUNGER
Lily KNOWLES
Dan OWEN
Ryan BURKIN
Iain HINES
Lee STEPHENS

Sixth Form 
Tom PINDER
Cameron ADAMS
Joe BEER
Daniel NASH
Bradley TIPPING
Charlie JONES
Kai TUFFNEL
Joe BILLINGHAM

On Friday 2nd December, students 
gathered around the astro pitch in 
eager anticipation of the football match 
between staff and students. In memory 
of Mrs Giddins and to raise money for 
one of her favourite charities, the QE 
skin cancer appeal, the players had 
willingly volunteered for what promised 
to be a gripping one off match.
Cheers erupted from the crowd as the 
players came onto the pitch and morale 
amongst the staff team was high. Five 
minutes in and the first spectacular goal 
was scored by Joe Billingham, followed 
swiftly by a second resounding shot by 
Daniel Nash. The staff valiantly battled 
on and, with several near misses, it 

looked as though they may come back 
but a third skilful goal by Joe Beer just 
before half time secured a 3-0 lead for 
the students by half time.
The second half saw the battle of the 
titans the crowd had been waiting 
for. The staff held their ground but 
still failed to score and a late, but 
magnificent goal, by Charlie Jones 
confirmed the victors. A well- deserved 
(but not surprising) 4-0 win to the 6th 
form students.
All King Charles I students contributed 
to the day through their non-uniform 
pounds and loose change in the 
collection buckets but a special thank 
you must go to the sixth form players 
who, not only played rings around the 
staff, they also raised over £400 in 
sponsorship money. A truly amazing 
effort that ensured an amazing total of 
£1363.80 for the QE skin cancer appeal.

On Friday 24th March we raised a 
tasty amount of cash for Comic Relief 
through our emoji themed cake sale. 
The theme, chosen by the Year 8 
prefects, was certainly embraced, with 
some truly amazing entries on both 
sites. 

Staff stayed true to their promise, 
despite being just slightly short of the 
£500 benchmark and completed their 
forfeit. A twelve minute run around the 
track – all for a good cause. Well done 
everyone who got involved in the day.
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Design Technology
CyberFirst 2017 

On Thursday 2nd March 2017, four 
Year 9 girls took part in the CyberFirst 
competition. The aim of the competition 
was to test our code-cracking 
knowledge in a series of rather complex 
challenges! These included changing 
some code into binary to find a hidden 
message, understanding encryption 
techniques and even finding out where 
someone lives using IP addresses!

The four girls who took part were:
 • Caitlin Lavelle
 • Emily Thomas
 • Rebecca Swann
 • Jessica Heath

Considering that they only had two 
hours to complete all of the tasks 
(and some of the tasks were at what I 
would class as degree-level work!!), the 
progress made was phenomenal.

Computing is not just about 
programming – it’s about problem-
solving. Problems exist in every walk of 
life and understanding the way that we 
approach these problems and overcome 
them could not be more important. As 
well as this, computing is not just for 
the boys! The four girls who attended 
this competition are clear proof that 
Computing is for everyone.

Poetry reviews by Year 7 

The poem, “The Lamb” by William Blake 
is talking about Jesus and a lamb. The 
poem makes me feel happy and relaxed 
because of the words Blake puts in 
the poem like the words “sweet and 
tender”.
The imagery evokes an image of a soft, 
little, innocent lamb running in a field 
and I also get a sense of how the lamb 
feels. The language Blake puts is like 
describing a sensitive person, the words 
sweet and tender meaning that the 
lamb is delicate. 
I would recommend this poem to other 
people because it gets you to talk about 
God. Blake wrote another poem called 
the “The Tyger” talking about how 
God made the tiger and how he made 
them look fierce. With the lamb being 
so sweet and innocent and the tiger so 
ferocious, it gets you to question does 
God have two sides, a good one and 
also a bad one. It is sort of a mystery 
poem that makes you consider many 
things in life not just the lamb. 

By Sanjidah Khatun

“Nettles” by Vernon Scanell was 
written about his son who fell into a 
patch of nettles which are described 
as a ‘Bed’. Everyone thinks of bed as a 
very comfortable feeling and Scanell 
questions why something so painful 
would be talked about in this way. The 
language is powerful, ‘And then I took 
my billhook, honed the blade and went 
outside and slashed in fury’. The words 
‘slashed’ and ‘fury’ really give a sense 
of the father’s anger at the nature that 
hurt his son.
The poem has a lot of military 
metaphors which portray the nettles 
like the enemy who need to be fought. 
I think it is also a poem about how 
Scanell realises he can’t fight all of his 
son’s battles for him, “my son would 
often feel sharp wounds again.”
I really enjoyed this poem. I liked how I 

English

could see the love the poet feels for his 
son. I would rate this poem 8/10.

By Leah Ritson

The English literature GCSE trip to 
London to see The Woman in Black 
was a great success. Although it was a 
long day, the majority of the students 
thought it was a great help, and some 
even said they would not sleep for 
a week. It was lovely to have pupils 
thanking the staff members, stating 
that the theatre production really aided 
their understanding about the plot, 
characters, themes and key quotes that 
they could use in the exam.

The trip left on time, and we headed 
down to London, expecting a torrent of 
traffic to slow us down. This, however, 
did not happen. We managed to reach 
London ahead of schedule, and even 
managed a tour past Buckingham 
Palace, The Houses of Parliament, and 
Trafalgar Square. We managed to park 
right outside the theatre which was 
located in Covent Garden.

The production was excellent, and, 
being in one of the smallest of the 
London theatres (The Fortune Theatre), 
the atmosphere was perfect: eerie 
and tense. The actors were incredible 
– there are only two in the whole 
production (three including the Woman 
in Black), and they held the students’ 
interest throughout. It was a thoroughly 
benefical, and enjoyable day.

The Woman in Black



Fairtrade coffee
Fairtrade coffee with the Mayor

The Mayor of Kidderminster hosted 
a coffee morning in partnership with 
Kidderminster Fairtrade Group on 
Thursday, 23rd March and we were 
delighted to attend. Kidderminster 
has been a Fairtrade Town since 
2007 and the coffee morning was an 
opportunity for us to meet the Mayor 
and learn a little about the work of the 
Kidderminster Fairtrade group.

Little did we realise when we accepted 
the invitation that we would also be 
treated to a guided tour, by the mayor 
herself, around the historical rooms - 
hidden gems, at the top of the town 
hall. We got to feel the weight of the 
dress robes in the mayor’s parlour and 
felt the atmosphere of justice in the 
Victorian crown court; a room, we were 
told, is haunted!

It was a real honour to be invited and a 
real pleasure to be treated to a slice of 
Kidderminster history.

World Book Day at King Charles I School

English

As a school, we feel it is crucial to 
celebrate World Book Day and all the 
fun it can bring. This year it was no 
different and the King Charles I school 
community went all out once again! 
Our English department saw this as 
a prime opportunity to become their 
favourite book characters for the day! 
Mrs. Perry was the Queen of Hearts, 
and Mr. Yates became the mad hatter! 
(Not much of a change eh?). This 
wasn’t all that happened on the English 
departments favourite day of the year. 
Two competitions were also held! One 
was to create a literary-themed cake, 
and the other was to create a mini 
literacy world inside a shoebox!
These competitions were advertised all 
over the school, and students definitely 
took notice. At the end of the cake-sale, 
we raised a whopping £61.60! Amazing! 
Then on World Book Day itself, small 
competitions were held in the library. 
The top prize was a £10 book token, 

won by Ruby Wilson in Year 7. Every 
participant did get a little something 
though, in the form of a “Keep calm and 
read on badge.” 
Many students told us how much 
they enjoyed World Book Day at King 
Charles, here is what some of them said:
• For starters, the English teachers 
enjoyed dressing up as fictional 
characters – like Mary Poppins and 
Little Red Riding Hood.  For the main 
course, there were 5 enjoyable activities 
in the library – like the 6-word story and 
a poem one.  For dessert, there was a 
cake sale in the hall which was popular.  
Overall, it was a fantastic day!
By Maddison Philpotts 7C1

• World Book Day was very interesting 
and fun because we did many different 
activities in the library such as map 
drawing, 6 word stories etc.  Ela and 
I enjoyed it very much as we drew a 
map of The Hunger Games.  This day 
influenced me and may other pupils to 
read different books from the library.

By Mia Neri 7C1 and Ela Gormusoglu 
7Q1 
• World Book Day at King Charles 
was filled with fun and great games 
to play with friends.  We had poetry 
competitions and the 6-word story.  A 
bake sale was held to help fight against 
cancer with fun cake ideas.
By Joshua Hughes 7B2
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Cereal

Food and Textiles Food and Textiles

For the last two weeks 7x/te1 have 
been designing cereal bars aimed 
at benefiting the nutritional needs 
of a teenager. For the first time they 
independently selected the ingredients 
they wished to include in the recipe 
based on their designs. Did they rise to 
the challenge?

‘I enjoyed making the cereal bars today 
because we had the independence to 
make them, but support was still there 
if we needed it’ - Holly Meredith

‘I enjoyed making the breakfast bars 
because I decided what  
I wanted to put in them.’ 
- Jasmine Mawby

The practical was a success with a 
large variety of nutritious cereal bars 
and demonstrated the confidence and 
capabilities of our students.

During the spring term, for our very 
first GCSE textiles project, we were 
given the brief to design, pattern cut 
and make a dress based on a botanical 
theme. We were given the opportunity 
to develop ideas on the brief in 
whichever way we wanted to.
This project involved us: researching 
the theme, developing ideas, sampling 
decorative techniques, making the 
pattern from a block, constructing the 
dress, adding our decorative elements 
and finally, assessing the strengths 
and weaknesses of our dresses. We all 
received grades for our work and were 
given feedback on improvements to  
be made. 
It was an extremely engaging project! 
I think the best part about the project 
and textiles in general is the fact we 
were allowed so much choice in what 
we made and what we were allowed  
to do. We could make whatever our 
imagination dictated from the brief 
which we refined and turned it into a  
fabulous product.

Harrison Yafai

Year 10 GCSE Textiles
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Former Student - Hannah Escott

Hannah Escott is a former student 
who is now racing for the GB Cycling 
Team and became the 2016 World 
Series Champion.  After leaving King 
Charles I School, Hannah gained a first 
class Masters degree in Geography 
and Psychology from the University of 
Dundee, has studied at the Australian 
National University and the University 
of Minnesota.  

Hannah is currently travelling and 
has recently been teaching in a 
squatter settlement in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.  A group of Year 8 students 
from King Charles I School have had 
the opportunity to send questions 
to Hannah which she has discussed 
with the locals and she has sent 

Geography

some fascinating photographs, audio 
recordings and information back to 
King Charles I School.  Students have 
discovered lots of information about 
what it is like to live in a squatter 
settlement including details such as 
food, housing, lifestyle, pets, schools and 
safety. Hannah is also travelling around 
many countries including Mexico, Costa 
Rica, USA, and Nicaragua as well as 
spending time in the Amazon. 

Form Competition

Inter-form competition is certainly 
motivating students with attendance 
and achievement points. The top three 
tutor groups from each year group are 
listed below. Well done to those groups; 
there is still time though, during the 
Summer term, to steal that top place.

1918

Year Group Attendance Achievement Points

7
1. 7Q1 
2. 7C1 
3. 7B1

1. 7B1 
2. 7C1 
3. 7B2

8
1. 8B2 
2. 8C2 
3. 8Q1

1. 8Q2 
2. 8Q3 
3. 8Q1

9
1. 9Q1 
2. 9B1 
3. 9C2

1. 9B1 
2. 9C2 
3. 9Q1

10
1. 10C1 
2. 10C2 
3. 10B1

1. 10Q3 
2. 10B1 
3. 10C2

11
1. 11C1 
2. 11B2 
3. 11B1

1. 11C1 
2. 11B1 
3. 11C2



History
Year 7 Trip to Bath

On Wednesday 16th November and 
Monday 6th February (due to high 
demand) over 100 Year 7 students took 
part in the history department trips to 
the city of Bath. On both of these trips, 
around 50 students were taken to visit 
and study the Roman Baths and  
Bath Abbey. 
In the Roman Baths the students had a 
teaching session, in which they got to 
study and hold ancient Roman objects 
that had been excavated from the 
baths. They also had a tour around the 
bath complex learning about how the 
Roman baths operated, their size and 
when they were built. The students 
viewed what was left of the Roman 
baths including the big open pool in 
the middle of the complex. On the way 
out of this tour, many students took the 
opportunity to ‘take the waters’ and 
drank the water (filtered) from the hot 
spring. 

The second location we visited, on 
both days, was Bath Abbey. This was 
built during the time of Henry VIII and 
retains many of the elaborate features 
that were built into it at the time. The 
students were taken on a tour of the 
tower and its bells which involved 
climbing the 212 steps to the top, to see 
the views over the city. On the way up 
the students learnt about the bells and 
how they are chimed as well as some of 
the history of the Abbey itself. Once at 
the top, the students were able to have 
a 360-degree view of the city of Bath 
and its surroundings. Once back down 
the 212 steps, they wandered around 
the Abbey and view the stained glass 
windows, the royal coat of arms and the 
ornate carvings. 
On both occasions, the students 
conducted themselves in an excellent 
manner and represented the school to 
the highest of standards.

Health and  
Social Care
Health and Social Care - Role Play Activities

Year 10 health and social care 
students have been busy planning 
and completing ‘role play’ activities 
for elderly people at a day centre and 
young adults at a day unit. 
Our task was to plan two different 
activities that would be suitable for the 
people who use the Elmer Vale Day 
Centre, but taking into consideration 
their different needs and conditions. 
This was part of our health and social 
care level 2 coursework; assignment 2.

Overall, as a class, there were a variety 
of activities that were being planned. 
This included scrabble, bingo, snakes 
and ladders, card making and cake 
decorating. My group decided to do 
scrabble and card making. 
These activities had to be adapted for: 
elderly people who were either deaf, 
blind, or suffered from dementia or 
Parkinson’s disease, and young adults 
who had Down’s syndrome, cerebral 
palsy or spina bifida. 

20 21



Intermediate Maths Challenge 2017 – the results!

Sixty of our most gifted and talented 
mathematicians from Years 9 to 
11 recently took part in UKMT’s 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. The 
Challenge is a national competition 
whereby approximately 4,000 schools 
in the UK take part each year. The 1-hour 
long paper contains highly challenging 
multiple choice problem questions; it is 
split into three sections. Questions 1-15 
where there is no deduction of marks 
for incorrect answers, questions 16-20 
whereby students are deducted 1 mark 
for an incorrect answer and questions 
21- 25 whereby students are deducted 2 
marks for an incorrect answer. 
The maths department are pleased to 
report an excellent set of results this 
year; students are awarded Gold, Silver 
or Bronze certificates if they score 
above the respective thresholds- only 
40% of participants receive certificates 
nationally.  

Our headlines are as follows:-

Gold: 2 students
Silver: 7 students
Bronze: 18 students

Best in Year 11: Samuel Howard
Best in Year 10: Emily Bowron
Best in Year 9: Juliet Martin

Congratulations to all those who took 
part and particularly to those who 
won certificates- this is an outstanding 
achievement. Furthermore, Emily 
Bowron qualified for the next round of 
the Challenge, the Pink Kangaroo, which 
she will take part in on the 16th March. 
Well done to Emily and we wish you all 
the best!

Maths

Our fantastic Year 7 students have been 
busy practising their spellings in French 
and German both in lessons and at 
lunchtimes.  This year, we have entered 
the national Foreign Languages Spelling 
Bee Award which is open to Year 7 
students across the country in order to 
introduce an element of competition 
in to their learning.  The students are 
required to spell as many words as 
possible in the foreign language within 
a minute.  This is not an easy task as 
first students must translate the given 
word into the foreign language and 
then spell it using the French/German 
alphabet.  Students have shown a 
great aptitude and determination to 
the learning of these words and we 
are very proud of them.  The French 
and German alphabet have been learnt 
through song, games and repetition 
to make them easier to retain.  One 
of the ways in which they have been 
practising their spelling is by using the 
Quizlet website where they can match 
up words and check spelling or play 
various educational games.  
Our first round winners were Ellie Perks, 
Ellie Evans, Holly Meredith, Jasmine 
Mawby, Joshua Payton-Salsby and 
Solomon Crump, a really big well done 
to them!   
On Monday 27th March, Jasmine 
Mawby, Holly Meredith and Ellie Evans 
will represent the school at the regional 
finals where they will be doing their 
best to accurately spell a selection of 
words from their list of 150 German 
words.  We wish them good luck!

 

MFL
Foreign Languages Spelling Bee
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On Wednesday 22nd March, Billy 
Millward, Joby Watkins, Jack Stokes, 
Nathan Taylor, Emily Thomas, Rebecca 
Swann and Lauren Chambers from Year 
9 went to Aston university to attend 
the event “Jour de la Francophonie” 
organised by Routes into Languages. 
The event was divided into three 
workshops, where students could learn 
about French speaking countries such 
as Belgium, The Republic Democratic 
of Congo and Switzerland. Later on, 
our students, who had been split up 
amongst the three different workshops 
and mixed with other regional schools, 
had to create a presentation based on 
the information they had gathered. The 
day was mostly delivered in French 
and our students showed tremendous 
resilience. They presented the country 
they had been studying in French, 
and after some deliberation from the 
judging panel, one group was crowned 
the winner. Congratulations to Joby 
Watkins and Emily Thomas who were 
part of the winning team, but in our 
eyes, they were all winners on the day, 
and made us very proud.

Language Leader Award SchemeJour de la Francophonie.

MFL

A selected group of students from 
Year 10 have been offered the amazing 
opportunity to be entered for the 
Language Leader Award Scheme. Since 
the start of the course in January, they 
have been working extremely hard 
preparing to teach French to younger 
pupils, as it is part of the requirements 
for the course. Students have met for 
an hour every Monday after school 
working on their linguistic skills as well 
as their organisation, preparation and 
behaviour management techniques.  
They have considered their own 
language learning experiences and 
have produced activities which they 
have tested through teaching each 
other.  Students are very much looking 
forward to delivering these lessons to 
pupils in Year 7 and to primary children 
at Heronswood School.  They will be 
teaching topics of their choice including 
pets, countries, clothes and ice-cream 
flavours.  

Spring Concert

Music

On Tuesday 28th March a number of 
talented music, students from years 
7-13 took part in the Spring Concert 
and spent the evening showcasing their 
achievements from the last term. As 
well as performances from outstanding 
soloists there were also performances 
from a number of groups including the 
musical theatre group, guitar ensemble, 
the school orchestra and school choir. 
Well done to all students who took part 
for a fantastic performance and thank 
you to our compere for the evening, 
Daniel Kimber, who kept us entertained 
with his musical jokes. 

On Friday 3rd February 2017, a group 
of Year 10 GCSE music students and 
aspiring Year 9 music students, took a 
trip to the ‘Oscars’ held at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall. We had the opportunity 
to broaden and enhance our knowledge 
and understanding of the music we are 
studying, by listening to the incredible 
work of ‘John Williams’: Friday Night 
Classics.  The concert celebrated the 
prestigious career of John Williams – 
with over 50 nominations and 5 awards; 
no movie composer has conquered 
the Oscars like Williams. The only 
other person who has been nominated 
for more awards is Walt Disney! With 
acclaimed scores from Star Wars, Jaws, 
Jurassic Park, Fiddler on the Roof, War 
Horse and Harry Potter, we witnessed 
some of our movie favourites spring 
to life in front of us- in a concert full 
of canorous melody. Seeing a live 
orchestra (some of us for the first 
time) opened our eyes, more widely, 
to the mystic world of music set in 
the Symphony Hall. The experience 
we gained from our visit to the 
‘Oscars’ has provided us with a greater 
understanding of the unit we studied 

and, for many, it has consolidated our 
love of music, it has made us truly 
appreciate the reasons we opted to 
take music GCSE. 

King Charles I School at the ‘Oscars’
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Cross Country Championships

PE

The County Cross Country 
Championships took place on Saturday 
21st January. The athletes representing 
King Charles 1 had qualified for the 
event due to their high finishing position 
in the previous District event. The event 
took place at Sanders Park, Bromsgrove 
with the athletes competing on a 
challenging terrain. Every athlete fought 
hard and performed exceptionally well 
on a bitterly cold January morning. 
Anna Webber and Chris Telling were our 
top performing athletes on the day.

Students from King Charles I School 
took part in a Handball competition in 
which various schools from the Wyre 
Forest also attended. The competition 
was held at Haybridge on Tuesday 10th 
January. The boys will progress to the 
final at the Winter School Games event, 
after coming first. Congratulations to all 
those involved.

Wyre Forest schools enjoyed success 
at the County Badminton finals, which 
took place at Perdiswell Leisure Centre 
on Friday 3rd February. King Charles 
KS4 boys team finished 3rd in their 
event and King Charles’ KS4 girls team 
finished 2nd in their event.
 
Congratulations to all!
 #smashedit!

On Friday 27th January, 31 King 
Charles pupils led various activities to 
a variety of year 1 and 2 pupils from 
local primary schools. The King Charles’ 
young leaders demonstrated excellent 
leadership skills and were fantastic roles 
models throughout the day to over 150 

KS3/4 Handball

years 1 and 2 pupils. Well done to all 
involved!!

On Monday 13th March, 11 students from 
Year 10 attended a netball umpiring 
course in which they undertook training 
to support them with the understanding 
of netball rules and how to umpire 
games. The pupils took part in various 
tasks and were able to umpire several 
games over the course of the afternoon. 
All of those pupils now have much 
more confidence and experience when 
umpiring and this will help support 
them throughout their studies at King 
Charles.

Eight students from King Charles I 
School took part in a local table tennis 
festival on Friday 13th January. All of 
the pupils had an opportunity to be 
coached by table tennis professionals 
and then compete in a doubles 
tournament which Max and George 
came second in. Congratulations to all 
those involved!

KS4 Badminton Plate Finals

PE

Multi Skills Festival

Netball leaders 

Table Tennis Festival 

This Girl Can 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for supporting our 
‘This Girl Can’ campaign as the lead 
school for Wyre Forest.  This Girl Can 
has engaged over 1320 girls across 
Worcestershire, working with 74 
different sports clubs.  This success 
would not have been possible without 
the support of King Charles I School 
and your continuous hard work. Well 
done to everyone who took part in the 
Zumba session.
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The Candle Conference: Year 12, 
Religious Studies

Religious Education

On Wednesday 8th February, Year 12 
Philosophy & Ethics class attended a 
candle conference, held at Denstone 
College, Uttoxeter. This conference, 
led by Dr Peter Vardy, allowed us 
students the opportunity to gain 
confidence in our knowledge of the 
AQA specification, new to 2016. We, 
as well as many other classes from 
schools across the country, gathered 
to listen to a university-style lecture 
about what we are currently studying 
on our course. The conference helped 
us greatly, as not only did it further our 
knowledge and understanding of the 
course so far, but it also demolished 
insecurities and doubts about the 
subject. In just five hours, we drove 
through the course, making notes 
and engaging in debates about things 
such as whether euthanasia should 
be legalised. Throughout the day, we 
covered arguments for and against 
the existence of God, the problem of 
evil, religious experience and Aquinas’ 
Natural Law Theory of moral decision 
making. Overall, the trip was extremely 
useful and a huge boost in confidence 
for the class of 2016.

Liam Gledhill, 12C

As part of the Lessons from Auschwitz 
program, we got to experience 
one day in Poland and visited the 
sites Auschwitz 1 and Auschwitz-
Birkenau. We learned about pre-war 
Jewish life in the local town, after of 
which the camps are named, and saw 
what life was like inside the camps 
for the Jews. We heard first hand 
testimonies of people who survived 
and also had the opportunity to read 
extracts from reports and diaries that 
had been hidden in hope that one day 
someone would find them. We attended 

Lessons from Auschwitz

a memorial service in memory of those 
who lost their lives and lit candles at the 
memorial at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
It was an eye opening experience for us 
and we are grateful for being given the 
opportunity to take part in the program 
and pass on the messages of those who 
survived.
Sam Fisher & Robyn Perry (Year 12)

Every half term, a group of 
representatives from each year group 
gather on the Hillgrove site to discuss 
the issues that students have raised in 
tutorial. The form representatives feed 
back to the main representatives who 
raise the ideas in the meeting. Each 
meeting has a few different key topics 
for us to talk about. The ideas that are 
brought up go to senior staff to be 
considered and possibly actioned. It is 
our opportunity to have our say and 
have our voice heard.
Our main focus at the moment is 
‘Healthy Schools’. We are entering a 
national competition whereby students 
campaign to make a difference to some 
element of school life and we have 
chosen this since we believe that this 
will make a real difference to students’ 
health and their life beyond school. 
Already, the salad bar and fruit choices 
in the canteen have improved down 
to our suggestions; our next job is to 
educate our peers as to the benefits of 
healthy choices. Some of the ideas that 
we have come up with include posters 
and a traffic light system similar to that 
used in supermarkets so that students 
can make informed choices. We are also 
planning on making a video to advise 
and inform students on the impact of 
healthy choices on your life. 

Alex Tyler, Rosie Chadwick (Year 8)   

School Council SC
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SCHOOL PRODUCTION - HAIRSPRAY

School Production

King Charles I School is excited to 
announce that they are going to be 
welcoming you to the 60’s, Get your 
dancing shoes ready; it’s nearly the 
students’ time to shine! Rehearsals 
are well underway for the school 
production of Hairspray which will 
be debuting on Wednesday 5th April 
2017 and will run until Friday 7th April 
2017 - doors opening at 7pm. This is a 
fantastic musical theatre performance 
of the well-known show, ‘Hairspray’. A 
fast paced, high energy show of dance, 
drama and music with popular songs, 
such as ‘You Can’t Stop the Beat’, ‘Good 
Morning Baltimore’ and ‘Welcome to 
the Sixties’. Our students have been 
extremely dedicated to after school and 
weekend rehearsals and are proud to 
have the opportunity to put on such a 
fantastic show. Therefore, we encourage 
you to not miss out and to come along 
and support us.

Science week Year 7 Science week Year 8 

Science

In science week, Year 7 had the 
opportunity to get up close and 
personal with some amazing animals. 
Zoolab bought in a range of vertebrates 
and invertebrates for student to handle 
and touch.  Amongst them were the 
Madagascan centipede, at 15 cm long 
that crawled so fast students had 
to hold it in pairs!  They learnt how 
the tarantula can use its hairs as a 
weapon and how the albino snake 
sheds its skin.  The giant African Land 
snail was so large it needed water on 
its foot to ensure it did not dry out 
quickly.  Students were fascinated with 
the animals and it was a wonderful 
opportunity to see and touch some of 
the animals they have learnt about in 
the variation topic in science.

In science week, Year 8 got the 
opportunity to build a real working 
turbine and investigate factors that 
affect how much electricity they 
generate.  They were given the basic 
equipment and guidance on how to 
build the turbine and had to work in 
small groups to come up with working 
blades that would rotate at a high 
enough speed to make a small amount 
of electricity.  Students could then 
choose their own design of blades and 
make the shapes they thought would be 
best.  Some found this quite a challenge 
and the competition on how who could 
generate the most electricity was on!  
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To finish off science week, we were 
lucky enough to have an American 
astronaut, Dr Don Thomas came into 
school for the afternoon.  He spoke to 
a select number of year 7 to year 13 
students about life on a space craft and 
his 5 missions to space.  He inspired 
us with his account of how he failed 
3 times in his application to NASA 
but did not give up in his ambition to 
become an astronaut.  He showed us 
the freeze dried food that would be 
eaten as regular meals and even told 
us how a toilet worked on a space 
station!  Students were fascinated 
with his stories of how he took animals 
and plants into space to see the 
effect of zero gravity on growth and 
reproduction including how combustion 
changes with little gravity.  He explained 
how he has seen the magnificent site 
of the top of Mount Everest 50,000 
times, the amazon rainforest and the 
eye of a storm over the pacific but in 
all his time in space he never felt so far 
away from Earth.  He gifted the school 
with a commemorative plaque that has 
the words… “To all the students at King 
Charles 1 School, keep your eyes on the 
stars”.        

Science
Astronaut visit 

Science
GCSE Science Live

On Monday 23rd January 2017, a group 
of students, taking either separate 
science GCSE, or combined science 
GCSE took a coach to Birmingham 
to see ‘GCSE Science Live’. The event 
showcased five of the many areas 
of science and included thought-
provoking talks from scientists such 
as: Professor Alice Roberts (Anatomist 
and Biological Anthropologist), Dr 
Maggie Aderin-Pocock (Physician and 
Mechanical Engineer) and Professor 
Andrea Sella (a synthetic Chemist, 
who demonstrated a live, and quite 
loud, practical to explore his lecture on 
‘Strange Ice’). Each respected scientist 
explored their area of expertise in an 
engaging, and understandable, way. 
Topics such as ‘Evolution – without the 
fossils’ and ‘Time Travel: fact or fiction’ 
revealed new and exciting branches of 
science, that fascinated and perplexed 
many of the students – the effects and 
debates it created even lasting the 
journey back!
To conclude the event, Stewart Chenery 
– a GCSE examiner – spoke to us about 
the GCSEs we would be completing in 
the upcoming years. He informed us of 
some of his own top tips and answered 
any queries students had over the mark 
schemes and the new grading system 
of 1-9.
“The trip was incredible! The speakers 
were really inspirational and interesting, 
while the information we received was 
definitely helpful.” John Watkins, Year 
10.
The event was a huge success! 
Witnessing the scientists speak with 
such adoration and love for their fields, 
proved to us that by following your 
dreams and working hard – it is possible 
to achieve.  The day answered many 
burning questions students had; also, 
fuelling and inspiring the scientific 
passions within students. We are all 
entirely grateful to Mrs Trickett, and 

the involved science department for 
organising this trip for us.  We enjoyed 
it thoroughly and feel we greatly 
benefitted from it.  So, to end this 
review, it seems only appropriate to 
reiterate our thanks to those who made 
this trip possible.

Jasmine Morris
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Orchid Micro propagation

Science

Philip Seaton 

In an increasingly urbanised world 
young people have much less contact 
with the natural environment than a 
generation or so ago; and yet unless 
we instil in students a love for the 
living world and teach them about 
the importance of conservation, 
much of the current effort to preserve 
biodiversity for the future could be in 
vain. The school Orchid Project provides 
students with practical experience of 
conservation activities in a laboratory 
setting. 

Producing flasks of tropical orchids for 
sale generates an income for the project 
that, together with donations from UK 
orchid societies, makes it financially 
self-sustaining. Seed of tropical species 
is regularly donated by a range of 
different individuals and institutes, both 
in the UK and abroad. Seed of British 
native orchids has been collected, with 
permission, from a number of local sites. 

If treated correctly, orchid seed can 
often remain viable in storage for 
many years. For example, we have 
samples of ‘chocolate orchid’ (yes, the 
flowers really do smell of vanilla and 
chocolate) seed that was collected 
in Cuba ten years ago.  Mature seed 
is dried in a Kilner jar over dried rice 
to a suitable moisture content and 
stored in hermetically sealed tubes in a 
refrigerator at 50C. 

Students begin by working with British 
native orchids. Orchid seeds are tiny; 
a single capsule can contain many 
thousands. Because they are so small, 
they will only germinate in the wild 
if they encounter a suitable fungus. 
There is something magical about 
this process, the reliance of the orchid 
on a chance encounter followed by a 

dangerous liaison with a specific fungus 
in order to germinate. In recent years it 
has become apparent that this so-called 
symbiotic relationship is rather one 
sided, the orchid digesting the fungal 
hyphae, and is more accurately termed 
mycotrophy. Seeds are sown in a Petri 
dish on a simple medium consisting of 
finely ground porridge oats and agar, 
to which a cube of agar containing the 
fungus is then added. To begin with the 
plants are kept in the dark. During the 
course of about two weeks the fungal 
mycelium fans out across the medium, 
the fungal hyphae infecting and causing 
the seeds to germinate as it progresses. 
Each embryos glistens like a tiny pearl 
as it imbibes water, bursts the seed coat 
and turns into a spherical body called 
a protocorm. This then grows rapidly 
to form a small top-shaped tuber. Once 
they are large enough, the tubers are 
transplanted into jars and, once they 
have formed green shoots, can be 
transferred to the light.

We have now reached the stage where 
we have flowering-size plants of 
common spotted and marsh orchids 
ready to plant out under the guidance 
of the Wyre Forest District Council, to 
enhance local orchid populations and 
reintroduce them into sites where they 
were found historically but have since 
disappeared. We also wish to grow a 
wider range of British native orchids for 
use in educational displays.

Surprisingly, seeds of tropical orchids 
are often easier to germinate in the 
laboratory than those of British native 
orchids, perhaps because, they are 
mostly epiphytic, that is to say that 
they grow high up in the forest canopy 
(British native orchids are all terrestrial). 
Tropical orchids can be raised on a 
special medium that supplies all of the 
nutrients the plants require, without the 

aid of a specific fungus. They germinate 
in the light to form protocorms that 
look like tiny green peas. 

There are now in excess of two hundred 
seed accessions in our refrigerator, 
and students are beginning to test all 
of them on a regular basis. Although 
an accession that has a very low 
percentage germination is still valuable, 
especially if the species is rare or 
endangered, clearly where a seed lot 
shows no evidence of viability it should 
be discarded and, if possible, replaced 
with fresh seed of that species. Regular 
testing can generate valuable data in 
terms of calculating long-term survival 
for individual species. Germination 
testing is, however, by its very nature 
is very time-consuming: seeds of some 
species can take many weeks or even 
months to germinate. Using a chemical 
stain to test for viability provides an 
attractive alternative. In our lab we are 
trialling tetrazolium chloride. When 
viewed under the microscope, viable 
embryos stain red, and non-viable 
embryos remain colourless. Students 
are currently comparing the results of 
the tetrazolium test with germination 
tests to see if they match up.

With each student focusing on a 
handful of individual species they have 
an opportunity to develop individual 
projects and to research their countries 
of origin, habitats and cultural uses. 
Our project is still continuing to evolve 
and we are looking for opportunities to 
take students into the field, not only to 
look at orchids, but also to understand 
the wider context in which the orchids 
grow.  Changes in agricultural practice 
have meant that we have lost in the 
region of 95% of our flower-rich 
meadows since WW2 and there has 
been a similar decline in orchards. We 
are, however, fortunate in that we live 

in the county of Worcestershire, which 
has some of the best remaining orchid 
meadows not only in England, but in 
Europe, where tens of thousands of 
green-winged orchids can be seen 
mixed in with yellow cowslips towards 
the end of May, to be replaced in by a 
sea of common spotted orchids in June. 
The early summer countryside of our 
forefathers must have been a wonderful 
sight. The Vale of Evesham, in the south 
of our county, tells a similar story, where 
85% of cherry, plum, pear and apple 
orchards have been grubbed up in 
recent times. Happily, there are groups 
of dedicated individuals determined to 
retain as much of what remains of our 
beautiful orchid flora as possible for 
future generations to enjoy. 
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What is the Big Local DY10? 

Our aim

Sixth Form

• The Big Local DY10 is a local trust 
that is funded by the National Lottery. 
It covers the areas of Greenhill, 
Broadwaters, and the Horsefair. These 
areas are a target for high crime rates 
and generally  have a bad reputation 
because they are run down and have 
no-one to look after them.
• The Big Local DY10 aims to change 
this. It wants to create an atmosphere 
where people feel safe and appreciate 
where they live.
• 3 schools in the area have come 
together to discuss the improvements 
wanting to be made to these areas. 
They are – King Charles 1 school Sixth 
Form, Wolverley Sixth Form and Baxter 
Sixth Form.   
• The National Lottery has very kindly 
granted us £3000 to spend on our 
chosen area.  

• Our chosen area is a park called 
Limekiln Park, on Clensmore Street, 
between St Mary’s Church and 
Sainsbury’s. We decided to chose this 
park because it has been abandoned 
and has been unnoticed for quite a 
long time. Speaking to people at Open 
Evening, back in October, the majority 
said they did not know where it was or 
had never heard of it.
• Choosing this park as our area to 
improve also fits in with the Big Local 
DY10’s theme of isolation because 
people can come together, make 
friends, play football, basketball etc. We 
want people to have a safe place to go.    

• Our aim is to clean up Limekiln park. 

On Wednesday 1st February we took 
a trip down to the site and discussed 
what we needed and wanted to work 
on. There were many things that we 
wanted to do like: repaint the basketball 
court lines, repaint the basketball 
hoops, add new netting to the hoops, 
possibly adding goal posts, tidy up the 
grassy areas. We needed to get rid of 
weeds, add picnic benches and add a 
small fence around the edge of the river 
to make it safe. We discussed different 
groups that could become involved 
in our “tidy up day” like Scouts, Local 
resident volunteers, and the council 
themselves. We have recently found 
out that the council are having a small 
tidy up day in which they will scrub the 
moss and dirt off the basketball courts 
on the 1st of March.  
A good result!

The Big Bang Fair 2017

Science

On Thursday 16th March 2017, 100 
Year 7 and 8 students went to the Big 
Bang Fair at the NEC, Birmingham, 
as part of British Science Week 2017. 
The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & 
Engineers Fair is the largest celebration 
of science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) for young people 
in the UK.  There are many different 
reasons for students to visit the Big 
Bang Fair. Students can discover virtual 
reality, medicine, marine biology, film 
and TV, space exploration, explosive 
chemistry, crime-solving, robots, 
computer coding, microscopic bugs, 
giant trucks and more.  The students 
had the opportunity to visit 100s of 
stalls all over the NEC to enjoy, high-
octane theatre shows, inspiring science 
and engineering projects and careers 
information, resources and activities.  
Students had a great time experiencing 
all sorts of different stands, and some 
have got inspired to take their interest 
of science further, either through 
education or perhaps with a career in 
the scientific or engineering world.  All 
students thoroughly enjoyed their day, 
seeing real life science in a new and 
exciting way!  We look forward to going 
again next year!

Our chosen area 

36 37



Sixth Form visit to New York 

Sixth Form

On Friday 17th of February 2017 some 
Sixth Form and Year 11 students went 
on a trip to New York. After a long 
day of travelling and, after having to 
be at school for half past three in the 
morning, we checked into our hotel and 
explored Times Square before getting 
some well-earned sleep. 
The next morning, after breakfast, we 
took the metro towards Battery Park to 
go and see the Statue of Liberty. On the 
way, we walked past the 9/11 memorials. 
It was really interesting to see such a 
lovely memorial to the tragedy that had 
filled our news screens at the time. We 
were then given time to explore South 
Street Seaport where we could go 
shopping. 
The following day, we went for a walk 
through Central Park, past where John 
Lennon was assassinated and past the 
Natural History Museum (which I knew 
I was going to have to visit properly 
at the earliest convenience). We then 
had a free afternoon exploring around 
New York. Sunday evening, we were 
lucky enough to go up the Empire State 
Building and see some incredible views. 
On the Monday, some of us went to the 
Natural History Museum where we got 
to see some ancient dinosaur bones 
and fossils. The other half went to 
Radio City; We were then left to begin 
exploring the wonders of New York. 
On the Tuesday, we were given a whole 
day to explore; I went to the Museum 
of Modern Art and saw lots of different 
exhibits - from Van Gogh to Jackson 
Pollock – brilliant!
The Wednesday was our final day in 
New York we were given this time to do 
any last minute things that we hadn’t 
managed to do during the rest of the 
trip. After this, we headed to the airport 
where we said goodbye to New York 
and set on our trip home. 
Overall, I had a really good time and I 
am sure that many people on the trip 

did as well. I for one am so glad I went. 

Reported by Joe Caldwell

What is the Big Local DY10 

Sixth Form
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The Brilliant Club

From November 2016 to January 2017, 
5 Year 7 students and 7 Year 8 students 
took part in The Scholars’ Programme, 
which is run by the Brilliant Club. It 
started with a launch trip to Warwick 
University, where we had a tour of the 
campus, a question and answer session 
with some of the current students 
and a study skills session and our 
first meeting with our PhD tutor.  The 
project lasted 6 weeks, and over that 
time, we had a weekly meeting with our 
tutor. The whole project was studied 
university-style, and we learnt how to 
critically analyse sources, judge reliable 
sources and how to gather information 
for an assignment. 
  Our course was a Key Stage 3 one 
about Ebola and viruses. All our 
tutorials built up to a 1500-word final 
assignment. It was marked like a 
university dissertation, with the top 
grade being a 1st, then a 2:1, a 2:2 and a 
3rd. Everyone achieved a 2:2 or above, 
which was excellent. 
On Saturday 4th February, 6 out of the 
12 students who took part from our 
school attended a graduation at the 
University of Nottingham. This time 
parents were able to attend, and the 
day went very much like the launch trip, 
with a formal graduation ceremony at 
the end. Several schools from around 
the Midlands were there, and we got to 
wear the special hats, (mortarboards). 
It was a great day, and the hard work 
really paid off when we got our results 
back! 
The Scholars’ Programme was a great 
opportunity, although it was really hard 
work! We all enjoyed the programme, 
and it opened our eyes to the 
opportunities going to university holds. 

Sixth Form visit to New York 

Sixth Form
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 Progression Day - Derby University

Royal Air Force visit

On Tuesday 10th January, 22 Year 8 
students went to Derby university to 
experience life at university. Throughout 
the day students investigated the wide 
range of courses which can be studied, 
how to apply to university and why 
people go to university to study.  
They were given a tour of the facilities 
at the university; our favourite was by 
far the rock climbing wall in the sports 
centre! The afternoon concluded with 
the student ambassadors telling their 
stories about how they got to university 
and what they have done since being at 

Airspace

Year 7 and 8

In January of this year students from 
Year 7 and 8 were invited to Airspace 
based on their ATL grades. Airspace 
is a trampoline park with many 
different activities that all revolve 
around trampolines and parkour. 100 
students went and thoroughly enjoyed 
it. Highlights were the ‘Ninja’ assault 
courses, dodgeball on the trampolines 
as well as students launching 
themselves into the air bubble! Students 
are given many reward trips at King 
Charles, and as they are not solely 
based on ability, anyone who puts the 
effort in and gets good ATL grades 
could be invited. 
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university. The students had a fantastic 
time and it was great to hear students 
considering their future options at 
Derby university or elsewhere. 

Last month Year 8 had a visit from 
three workers from the Royal Air Force. 
They described the different types of 
exciting careers that are available in 
the Royal Air Force.  They talked to us 
about engineers, pilots and even chefs. 
It was fascinating, especially because 
they did demonstrations that we were 
allowed to take part in. For example, 
they showed us how a wing works and 
even a VR (Virtual Reality) simulator to 
show us the kind of technology used on 
a day to day basis in the air force.  They 
explained the physics behind how jet 
engines can fly so fast and take off.  
The best was the demonstration of how 
an engine works which was an exciting 
experience as it was so loud and we 
have never seen this close up.  Overall, 
it was a great opportunity and gave us 
an insight into working with the RAF.

Reported by Alex Tyler, Tom Anderson, 
Rosie Chadwick

Mock Court Trial Competition

Year 9 visit to Worcester Magistrates Court

Year 9

On the Friday 10th February, a group 
of Year 9 students had the opportunity 
to visit Worcester Magistrates Court 
where, in just a few weeks, they will be 
competing in the regional heats of the 
Mock Trial Competition!  During the 
visit, students were able to watch how 
real trials are structured. Our budding 
lawyers were able to pick up some 
helpful tips to use when they are cross 
examining our witnesses. The group 
were then able to visit a real court room 
and use this to practise their own piece 
for the competition. This really brought 
to life our trial- it was both exciting and 
interesting. The lawyers did such a good 
job that the witnesses felt they were on 
trial themselves!
The day was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all staff and students who attended. 
We wish them all the luck in the 
forthcoming competition!

On Saturday 25th March 2017, 15 
students went to compete in the ‘Mock 
Court Trail’ competition at Worcester 
Court. Students were required to 
perform different roles in a court room 
and act out a trial. The students did a 
superb job and represented the school 
brilliantly. The hours practicing after 
school on a Friday really paid off! 
Although we didn’t win a prize- they 
performed excellently and showed great 
confidence and skill. A huge well done 
goes to all the students who competed- 
especially when they used one of their 
Saturdays to enter the competition. The 
skills and performances shown were 
something they should all be extremely 
proud of! Well done! 
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Year 9

finished by summing up the case and 
the magistrates, Caitlin Lavelle, Ryan 
Cahill and Peter Heraty, went to decide 
Bek Lejohn’s fate. 

Court Reporter Abi Fox

The case of Bek Lejohn came to a close 
today at Worcester Court after being 
accused of domestic burglary.  Bek 
Lejohn, represented by Rosie Dearlove 
and Gorgi Makazliev pleaded not guilty.  
The prosecutor, Rowan Brown, claimed 
that Mr Lejohn stole the Playstation 
from her living room while she was 
doing work in her room upstairs.  As she 
stood before the defence, she looked 
confidently at Ms Dearlove, adamant 
that it was Mr Lejohn who was in her 
house that day.
The second prosecution witness, Nurse 
Nik Jenkinson, saw the commotion 
from a distance, yet she was lead to 
believe Bek Lejohn was one of the three 
offenders running down the street, as 
she told the court, “I heard someone 
shout ‘Stop, Bek!’”
On the morning of the “robbery”, 
according to the office worker from 
Bek Lejohn’s school, he had handed in a 
note signed by a parent to leave school 
for a dental appointment.  While being 
questioned by Mr Stokes, Mr Lejohn 
revealed to the court that he forged his 
father’s signature, and did not in fact 
have a dental appointment.  
The final witness, the offenders father, 
Tye Lejohn, was called to the stand, 
and Ms Dearlove unveiled that he had 
been diagnosed with depression; Bek 
had returned home to check on his 
wellbeing.  However, when examined by 
Mr Ashdown, it came to light  
Tye Lejohn’s timings were slightly 
different to those the other witnesses 
had given; perhaps due to the side 
effects caused by the medication 
prescribed by the doctors for his 
depression.  This leaves the magistrates 
with just one stable witness vouching 
for Bek’s innocence – yet, this does not 
make him a reliable source, as he is the 
one being accused.
The legal adviser, Rebecca Swann, 
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Study Skills Day – 9th February 2017

Upon our arrival at Derby University 
we were greeted by five hospitable and 
friendly mentors. These mentors, along-
side their degrees, work with young 
people and/or new people visiting or 
starting at the university. Their main role 
is to make people feel welcome and to 
give visitors an informative experience 
at the university and to make them 
aware, not just of the university but 
what different techniques there are to 
help improve and better our learning 
and revision. 
After a short welcome to the university, 
the mentors took us to a class room 
environment where we discovered and 
elaborated on our knowledge of our 
learning styles i.e. kinaesthetic, visual or 
audio. Expanding upon this, we briefly 
looked at ways in which we could help 
concentrate and develop our learning 
strategies in relation to individual 
styles. We then went on to look around 
the campus where we were given the 
opportunity to look at the facilities. At 
each different facility we had a concise 
and engaging talk about what happens 
on different courses. 
We then went to lunch and had the 
chance to watch a debate for new 
members of the student union. After 
lunch, we had another work shop 
exploring how to organise your revision 
looking at prioritising your tasks. In 
order to explain and help develop 
how to do this we played a number 
of proactive and exciting games like a 
race to complete a number of pointed 
activities to show us how we naturally 
prioritise.
In short, it was a fun, engaging, exciting 
and informative day that taught us all 
great amounts, thanks to the mentors at 
Derby University. 

Reported by Harrison Yafai (Year 10)

Year 9 Reading Ladder

Year 9 and 10
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As part of the King Charles I School 
drive to encourage reading for pleasure 
and to create lifelong readers, Year 9 
have been enjoying a variety of new and 
classic novels from the Year 9 reading 
ladder, as well as their own books from 
home and class readers with their 
tutors. 

Most have now completed at least one 
reading quiz that demonstrates their 
knowledge and understanding of their 
chosen book, as well as gauging their 
personal response. 

The number of quizzes has steadily 
increased as tutors share regular 
updates with their groups as to the 
students and tutor groups who are 
performing the best.

Congratulations to our top performing 
groups and individuals – keep up the 
good work!

Highest point-scoring tutor group - 9C3
Highest number of quizzes completed 
– 9B1
Highest individual scorer – Brianna 
Champs 9C3
Highest number of quizzes completed – 
Jack Rundle 9B1

Y9 Y9&10



Stepping Up Day 

Year 11

Year 11 enjoyed a great session learning 
about effective revision techniques. 
They were shown how to plan out 
their revision schedule, make best use 
of a revision session and given lots 
of advice on revision strategies. They 
took an active role in taking effective 
revision notes including making mind-
maps and using the Cornell note taking 
system. They left feeling motivated 
and engaged to do their revision. This 
year group looks set to achieve another 
great set of GCSE results!

11 students from Year 11 recently visited 
one of our top universities for an insight 
into Higher Education life.
Graduates from the University of 
Warwick have been named as the 
most targeted by the UK’s top 100 
employers, and the university is over-
subscribed as a result. Our students 
gained some useful tips about what 
they should be doing now to be able to 
write a convincing personal statement 
if they choose to apply to university in 
a year or so.  Best advice seemed to 
be to have experiences which relate to 
your degree subject, and also to get an 
excellent set of GCSE results since these 
are considered alongside A level results.

University of Warwick
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