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As I write this we are in the countdown 
to the end of the term and this 
school year. As always so much has 

happened and I hope that the newsletter 
produced each term has kept you up to date 
with the many events and successes of the 
year. 

There are several members of staff who will 
be leaving us at the end of term: Mr Arch 
(teacher of science), Mr Onwunage (teacher 
of maths), Dr Cox (head of science), Mrs 
Dyer (teacher of food and textiles), Mr Field 
(assistant headteacher), Mr Golding (cover 
supervisor), Miss Gray (deputy head of 
science), Mrs Hadley (student counsellor), 
Mr Hough (teaching assistant), Mr Lewis 
(teacher of technology), Mrs O’Neill (SENCo), 
Mr Philpott (teaching assistant), Miss Priano 
(teacher of social sciences), Miss Price 
(teacher of science),  Mrs Reeds (teacher 
of business and leisure studies), Mr Rees 
(teacher of science), Mrs Rush (teacher of 
English), Mr Scott (teacher of science), Mr 
Stokes (teacher of PE), Mrs Stucki (deputy 
headteacher) and Miss Turner (teacher of 
maths). I would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank-you and wish all our colleagues 
every happiness and success in the future. 
We are delighted that Mr Arch will continue 
to teach A Level chemistry.

The new term will see us welcome several 
new members of staff: Miss Bott (assistant 
headteacher/inclusion manager), Mr Butler 
(deputy headteacher), Mrs Collins (teacher 
of modern foreign languages), Mrs Elliott 
(assistant headteacher/director of science), 
Miss Gould (teacher of maths), Miss 
Knowles (teacher of PE), Mrs Henderson 
(teacher of music), Mr Mander (teacher of 
computing), Mrs Mell (teacher of food and 
textiles), Miss Miller (teacher of modern 
foreign languages), Miss Mulderigg (teacher 
of science), Mr Palmer (teacher of maths 
and science), Miss Teuwen (teacher of 
science), Mrs Weston (student counsellor), 
Mr Wood (head of chemistry) and Mr 
Williams (teacher of science). I am delighted 
these members of staff have chosen to 
work at King Charles I School as I am very 
confident they will contribute significantly to 
the schools’ improvement journey.

We are also looking forward to welcoming 
Mrs Bennett and Mrs Trickett back from 
maternity leave. 

There have also been some internal staff 
changes. 

Ms Willmitt will become an assistant 
headteacher.

Miss Perry will become the head of English 
and drama.

Miss Robinson will become the deputy head 
of English and drama.

Miss Donnolly will become the deputy head 
of science.

The school will close for students at 
12.30pm on Thursday 21st July. The school 
will re-open on Monday 5th September at 
8.40am for all students in next year’s Years 
7 and 12 and on Tuesday 6th September at 
8.40am for all students in next year’s Years 
8, 9, 10, 11 and 13.

Headlines...
Headteachers’  
Summer Term Report
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I am delighted that we were judged as 
‘good’ by Ofsted, who inspected the 
school on Tuesday 24th May. As the lead 
inspector explained, the school has been 
improving rapidly over the last two years 
and this process will continue as we intend 
to become ‘outstanding’.  My thanks go 
to the staff, students and parents/carers; 
achievements like this are always a team 
effort. A copy of the inspection report is 
available to view on our website (please 
navigate to ‘Parents’ and then ‘Ofsted’). 
Please contact Mrs Hardy (administration 
manager) at school if you would like a 
paper copy of the report. The outcome 
of this Ofsted inspection has provided 
us with valuable guidelines, which we 
will relentlessly focus upon to ensure we 
continue to move in the right direction. 

I wish you all a very happy summer break.

I close by saying thank-you to the students 
and staff for all their many contributions 
to the life of the school this year and to the 
parents/carers for all their support of the 
school. 

Stephen Brownlow
Head Teacher

Headteacher  
Awards

AWARDS

Eve Hayden-Wright

Rosie Chadwick

Mitchell Smith

Maddie Taylor

Daniel Kimber

Sarah Palmer

Alex Tyler  

Charlotte Rollings  

Harmony Doswell  

Jack Stokes  

John Watkins  

Miles Underhill  

Ruhi Khatun  

Tyler White

Matilda Fisher
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On Friday 13th May, we held our Graduation 
Ceremony for Year 11. In this, we formally 
congratulated our Year 11 students on 

reaching their GCSE exams and acknowledged the 
hard work which had led to this moment.

Students were presented with a graduation 
certificate by Para-Olympian Mel Clarke, who 
shared her own inspirational story of overcoming 
difficulties and achieving success.  Afterwards, the 
students were able to hold Mel’s Olympic silver 
medal and be amazed at how heavy it was and 
have their photo taken with her. There was just 
time to enjoy some refreshments before heading 
back to lessons.

Graduation Ceremony
Year 11Kidderminster 

Education 
Foundation

The Kidderminster Education Foundation 
gifted the school £200 to reward students 
for effort, achievement and attendance. 

Students were nominated from Year 9, 10 and 11. 
Students were given a £10 voucher and certificate 
in an assembly to recognise their achievements.

The students rewarded were:
Emily Bowron
Kate Kirwan
Rebecca Tainton
Jasmine Morris
Maisy Gillard
Ruth Weber
Jessica Brett
Chloe Murphy
Harmony Doswell
Samuel Howard
Brine Alam
Molly Hanks
Kayleigh Byworth
Christopher Staples
Lillian Wagner
Lauren Bell
Caitlin Gray
Caila Esquivel
Sophie Webb
Isabel Cluley
Alex Hollis
Fiona Martin
Matt Jones
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Ice skating rinks, the cinema, the Snowdome: 
all examples of rewards trips the current King 
Charles I School Year 9 have been graced with 

over our time as a part of the King Charles I 
School community. On Thursday 5th May, yet 
another experience was added to the already 
impressive list as 47 Year 9 students took a trip to 
the much loved theme park, Drayton Manor. 

Excitement was building up until the last moment 
with chatter of what rides would be the best! 
The trip really was the main conversational topic 
over the last few weeks. After a rather loud coach 
journey in the morning, they arrived at the park 
and the day truly began. 

Minuscule queueing times paired with fantastic 
weather were the perfect accompaniment to the 
feel-good atmosphere of the park, with students 
saying things such as:

‘We couldn’t have asked for a better day!’

‘It was nice to take a break from the hard work of 
school and enjoy a day with my friends.’

‘Best reward trip yet!’

‘Great day with great weather, great rides and 
great people.’

The quotes speak for themselves in reflecting 
the enjoyment the students felt on this trip after 
earning their place with good behaviour and 
attitude. 

Miss Warrington, Miss Bates, Mrs Bartlett, Mr 
Campbell and Mr Phillpott accompanied the 
students. Miss Warrington, Head of Year 9 
stated “I am so proud of everything they have 
all achieved and it really was a delight to spend a 
day with such an amazing group of talented and 
diligent students.”

What more proof do you need that hard work and 
a good attitude give a just reward? 

Emily Bowron Year 9

Drayton Manor Trip
Year 9

From Monday 4th  to Wednesday 6th 
July, 38 Year 7 students participated in 
a residential trip to Blackwell Adventure 

Centre in Bromsgrove. Students took part in a 
number of adventurous activities including 200m 
zip wire, 50ft cable swing, tree top trek, crate 
stack, archery, rock climbing and abseiling. In the 
evenings students were able to go swimming 
and sing songs (and eat their body weight in 
marshmallows) around the campfire. 

All students were fantastically well behaved and 
engaged throughout the entire visit. They were a 
real credit to the school. 

A special thanks goes to the staff that supported 
the event and were more than willing to take part 
in the activities. 

Year 7
Blackwell Adventure trip
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Sixth Form

On Friday24th June we were both voted in 
as Head Boy and Head Girl by our peers 
in Year 12. We are honoured to have been 

selected and thank all those who voted for us. 

We are privileged that in our final year we will 
be representing King Charles I School and our 
Sixth Form, and will try our utmost in supporting 
students across all years. If anyone has any ideas 
please share them with us, we can be contacted 
by school email.

We appreciate that everyone has a voice and we 
would like to hear it and share it.

On Thursday 23rd June a coach full of 
intrepid potential Sixth Form students 
headed off to Birmingham University, 

accompanied by Miss Blackburn and Mr Beasley. 

Head Boy and Head Girl

Year 11 Sixth Form 
Induction Day at 

Birmingham University

Ben Onslow and Meena Das-Gupta 
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On Thursday 7th July all Year 10 students 
were given the opportunity to experience 
what it is like to be a Sixth Form student 

for the day to help them make informed decisions 
about their future after Year 11. 

Students followed the Sixth Form dress code and 
attended sessions for subjects they might be 
interested in taking in our Sixth Form. 

We were impressed with how they rose to the 
occasion and conducted themselves on the day, 
getting fully involved in the practical and engaging 
sessions on offer to them. 

There were lots of smiling faces and positive 
comments at the end of the day with many 
suggesting they would like to do it every day!

As part of the Sixth Form induction the army 
came into school on Friday 24th June to 
run an activity day for our Year 11 students 

returning to the Sixth Form and a select group of 
Year 10 students. Students were set a variety of 
challenges to develop their communication and 
team work skills. 

The weather was kind to us and so all activities 
were held on the school field. The challenges 
included having to lift and move a barrel with only 
a piece of rope and building a structure with only 
5 wooden stumps and pieces of rope to hold 15 
people off the ground. 

The army were amazed when 1 group succeeded 
in beating the challenge – something they had 
never seen done in any other school!  All students 
thoroughly enjoyed the activities and it was 
great to see them all competing and interacting 
together as well as being encouraging and 
supportive of each other.

Year 10 Sixth Form 
Experience Day

Year 10 and 11 Army 
Activity Day

The purpose of the day was to find out more 
about University life, courses that are on offer and 
how to make the most of the time in the Sixth 
Form. 

Students attended a variety of seminars run 
by student ambassadors and covered a range 
of topics including student life at the University, 
entry requirements for University courses, 
student finance and what to do in the Sixth Form 
to help you secure a place at a top University. 

The day included a tour of the campus where we 
saw the tallest freestanding clock tower in the 
world. It is 325 feet high; that’s 99.06 metres 
and is known as ‘Old Joe’ – in honour of Joseph 
Chamberlain. We also had a free lunch from the 
student canteen, with Mexican being the favourite 
option! 

AA Positive Football Story
s many of you will know football isn’t 
the most positive topic of conversation 

right now for many people in England. However 
while Englands’ most talented are failing us, King 
Charles I Year 7 and 8 students were giving us 
something to be proud of. 
Around 25 students took part in a lunchtime 
round robin tournament which drew in a rather 
large crowd as games became more high scoring 
and intense. The 5 team tournament was a 
complete success and both organisers, Head Boy 
Ben Onslow and Pat Wass would like to thank and 
congratulate all those who took part. 
We were delighted with the response they 
received and have expressed the possibility  
of continuing the event in September.  

Year 7 & 8 Football 
Tournament 



8

English

On Monday 13th June, the whole of Year 7 
participated in a poetry slam with a focus 
on British values. The hosts, Spoz and 

Dreadlock Alien, encouraged students to develop 
a new passion for poetry whilst exploring their 
personal views on what makes us British.

All students created fantastic poems within 
groups and then performed these to the rest of 
the year group. 

The staff supporting the event decided which four 
groups should go to the final and these groups 
then battled to win the poetry slam title for 2016. 
Congratulations go to the winning team, ‘Simile 
Mandems’, and to all Year 7 students for their 
exemplary behaviour and attitude on the day.

We would like to thank the Appeal Trust for 
awarding money towards this event.

Poetry Slam

Simile Mandem
Chorus

I love England, England is bae,
It is cold and rainy all day,

But still we laugh and cheer all night,
Even when it`s no longer bright.

Verse 1
When I’m in the ring people sing but

They know I’m the king when I clip their wings,
Boxing is when I aim for the face, he flies off to 

another place,
After the game I get my lunch which is ham and lamb 

that I can crunch.

Verse 2
I played a game of tennis with da crew,
But I went to the club I needed the loo!

After the game I went to the pub with my Uncle 
Dennis and the tennis crew,

He betted me a tenner I couldn’t get the ball over the 
net,

Looks like he lost the bet!

Verse 3
England play in the Euro 2016,

We played Russia they know what we mean,
We hit the ball strong and we play as a team,

And when we’ve finished our boots need a clean.
Verse 4

I play England rugby, I always score a try,
And when I get home I eat an apple pie.

When I go to training we always have a laugh, 
And when I get muddy I need a bubble bath!

When I get the ball I run across the wing,
And when I score a try I hear the crowd sing!

Verse 5
I play British cricket, when I hit the ball I run between 

the wickets,
My nickname is bumps because when they go 

through the ball is at my stumps, I get in the way and 
it gives me some lumps!

Verse 6
I’m Tiger Woods, I get a hole in one,

When I join a competition, the competition is done.
When I win a medal I get it in gold,

That’s my medal I will withhold!
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Blog - Just back from Paignton

By Khia Tuffnell 15th August 2015 2:17pm Europe 
Kidderminster.

Lonely Planet Special Reporter, Khia Tuffnell, 
is just back from a glorious trip from 
Paignton. Tell us more… I recently took a trip 

to Paignton, just to escape the clouds and the 
rain in Kidderminster, we also went to celebrate 
my brother’s birthday. Although we were only 
there for 3 days, it was the best 3 days of my 
entire life. We had a fab time; I couldn’t have 
asked for a better holiday. In a nutshell… Paignton 
is a lazy, relaxing, sun, sea and sand type of 
holiday. We went for a swim in the cool, blue                                                                                     
sea which was so good because all we really did 
was eat hot crispy chips all day long. My mum and 
I went to collect the forever lasting ice-creams, 
my dad had vanilla, my mum had toffee, my older 
brother had raspberry ripple, my younger brother 
had strawberry and I had double chocolate; it was 
double chocolate because there was chocolate 
chunks in it and we all had sauce on top all the 
same flavours as our ice-creams.

The food was so good it was FAB! If only the 
holiday was longer, maybe even forever. There 
was such a variety of food: pizza, mashed 
potato, fish fingers, chicken, cheese, fruit, bread, 
vegetarian options and meat options, etc. 
However, I am a vegetarian the veggie options 
were delicious, more than delicious to die for. Even 
though it was a couple of hours drive it was the 
best holiday I have ever been to in a million years. 
There were also scones, Devon teas, etc.

Many years ago I remember when I went to the 
zoo; there were giraffes, tiger, snakes, baboons, 
crocodiles, elephants, gorilla, kangaroo, gila 
monster lizard, monkeys, etc.

At the hotel… the hotel was spectacular it had the 
comfiest beds there were single and double beds 
for my parents, my two brothers and I. As we got 
there late at night the beds were already made 
with sweets and teddies left for us as soon as 
my head hit the pillow I was gone… sleeping. The 
morning was the best just thinking what can we 

Year 8 Travel Writing do today; there was such a variety of things to do. 
Swimming in the pool, swimming in the sea, going 
on the waterslides and so, so much more things 
to do. That was my exciting trip to Paignton. Visit 
my YouTube channel down below to find out more 
about Paignton.

Khia Tuffnell

During this term each student had the 
opportunity to enter a poetry competition 
where they had a chance of their poem 

being published. 

Students created their own poetry, with students 
choosing the topic, these were then sent to Young 
Writers who selected the successful poems to be 
published. 

Excitingly, seven of the students at our school 
were selected to be published by Young Writers 
and will be distributed across the country to other 
schools and students. 

Congratulations go to the excellent young poets, 
Gorgi Makazliev, Joel Spilsbury, Harmony Doswell, 
Brianna Champs, Daisy Mawby, Bradley Hall and 
Olivia Edwards. 

Young Writers – The 
Poetry Trials
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Science

On Thursday 23rd June, a team of six Year 9 
students represented King Charles I School 
at the celebration day for the national 

Go4Set competition at the Ricoh Arena, Coventry.  
Go4Set is a STEM project, which the students 
have been working on for ten weeks, together 
with our industrial mentor, Alastair Moseley. 
Alastair is a consultant in the Water industry.

King Charles team shine 
in Midlands Go4Set  STEM 

competition

Maths 
Update!

Students continue to complete weekly 
numeracy activities during tutorials. The 
activities have focussed on a different 

topic each half-term with a purpose to improve 
and master such skills which are intrinsic in 
mathematical practice across the curriculum. To 
date, the numeracy foci have been as follows:-

Autumn 1: Multiplication

Autumn 2: Division

Spring 1: Multiplication with negative numbers

Spring 2: Division with negative numbers

Summer 1: Mixed operations with negative 
numbers

Summer 2 (current): Multiplication 

The foci have been supported with weekly 
numeracy letters home to parents/carers which 
have provided guidance on each of the above 
topics including worked examples.

The maths department are pleased to report 
significant improvements in these skills over 
each half-term. The extra input continues to have 
a positive impact within maths lessons where 
students are demonstrating these skills more 
confidently and fluently. 

Sixty of our most gifted and talented 
mathematicians from Years 7 and 8 recently 
took part in UKMT’s Junior Maths Challenge. 

The Challenge is a national competition whereby 
approximately 4,000 schools in the UK take part 
each year. 

Numeracy

Junior Maths Challenge 2016

The 1-hour long paper contains highly 
challenging multiple choice problem 
questions; it is split into three sections- 
questions 1-15 where there is no deduction 
of marks for incorrect answers, questions 
16-20 whereby students are deducted 1 
mark for an incorrect answer and questions 
21- 25 whereby students are deducted 2 
marks for an incorrect answer. 

The Maths Department are pleased to 
report an excellent set of results this 
year; students are awarded Gold, Silver 
or Bronze certificates if they score above 
the respective thresholds- only 40% of 
participants receive certificates nationally. 
Our headlines are as follows:-
Gold:  3 students
Silver:  10 students
Bronze:  15 students
Best in Year 7: Matthew Kimber
Best in Year 8: Emily Thomas
Best in School: Emily Thomas
Congratulations to all those who took 
part and particularly to those who won 
certificates- this is an outstanding 
achievement. 
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Our project was called “Our school is an island”, 
looking at the feasibility of putting both 
Comberton and Borrington Road buildings on one 
site. Much research was undertaken by the team 
as to the cost of running two separate sites. It 
was very surprising to find that we spend over 
£90,000 a year on electricity alone! We wanted 
to save energy, cut down on car travel, and reduce 
the use of resources.
Our new design incorporated energy saving 
features such as photovoltaic cells to generate 
electricity, green roof technology, and water 
recycling to save on resources. We made a model 
of the proposed new sports hall to highlight our 
ideas, including a running track which generated 
electricity! We had extra help from John Watkins in 
Year 9 to create a 2D design drawing of our model.
The team were well prepared for the day, and 
delivered a confident presentation to a panel of 
professional engineers. We were successful in 
winning our section, which put us through to the 
Big Bang competition. We were one of only 8 out 
of over 80 schools to make it this far. 
Although we didn’t quite make it to be the overall 
winner, the team did extremely well, and received 
very positive comments from the judging panel.

On Friday 17th June a team of 3 Sixth Form 
biologists visited the Orchid Tent at the Royal 
Three Counties Show. The students represented 

King Charles I School Orchid Stem Club as well as Orchid 
Seed Stores for Sustainable Use (OSSSU), working 
alongside Phil Seaton, the project manager. 

Students, wearing lab coats to minimise contamination, 
attracted a crowd of international enthusiasts and 
answered challenging questions effectively. They 
impressively demonstrated the technique of growing 
orchid seeds with their symbiotic fungus; a difficult task 
for any experienced scientist to complete in a muddy 
marquee.

OSSSU is a Darwin Initiative project designed to establish 
orchid seed banking around the globe using conventional 
seed banking techniques. With around 25,000 species 
currently known to science, the orchid family is perhaps 
the largest and most diverse. King Charles I School is 
very fortunate that this project has a base at school and 
students can get involved with hands-on conservation 
work. 

Students volunteer weekly to store and grow British 
orchid seed to help to conserve a declining biodiversity 
due to habitat loss. Luckily Worcestershire has some 
spectacular areas to see wild orchids and King Charles I 
School and the biology department hope to provide an 
exciting opportunity of field experience for students 
soon. 

You should find more information about the students’ 
work in the next edition of The Orchid Review Journal: 
an outstanding achievement for King Charles I students. 
Their enthusiasm and dedication for the conservation of 
native British Orchid species is outstanding. I hope that 
this continues to drive their passion for biology. 

Hollie Bingham, Amy Moore,  
Anneke Van Eerden

King Charles I Sixth 
Form biologists attract 

conservation crowds at 
Royal Three Counties Show
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Geography

On Tuesday 5th July and Friday 8th July 
the geography department took Year 10 
students to Carding Mill Valley, Church 

Stretton. Here students collected data for their 
GCSE controlled assessment. They measured 
width, depth and velocity of the stream and 
also looked at pebble shape and size. This trip 
will enable students to be able to write up the 
research in lessons.

Carding Mill Valley 
Geography Trip

Congratulations to our key stage five 
students on their art and design shows in 
June. It was great to see such a broad range 

of work; 2D, 3D, textiles, painting, mixed media 
and graphic design. 

Students were responding to the theme of 
Transformation in Year 12 and Truth, Fantasy 
and Fiction in Year 13.This involved adapting a 
wardrobe and a fork lift palette amongst other 
things. 

Some of the work shown will also be exhibited at 
the Museum of Carpet in Kidderminster during 
the summer break

Best of luck to students leaving us to go on to 
further art and design study; Ciar Baker Gannon, 
Elizabeth Parsons and Isobel Pilkington.

A Level Art and Design
Art
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Key Stage 3 art club took part in an art 
exhibition for schools in Hereford and 
Worcestershire. We all had to create a piece 

responding to the theme ‘spring, a new beginning’. 
Four students from art club were shortlisted to 
have their work exhibited. Our pieces were sent 
off to the judges and after a long wait the school 
were informed that I had won a prize. It was 
exciting to hear that my piece is being displayed 
at the Old Mayors Parlour Gallery in Hereford. I 
think it’s great that our school gives us these 
opportunities.

Kasey Armishaw 7Q1

Competition Success for 
Year 7 Student

Congratulations to all of our Year 11 students 
on completing their GCSE course. Their final 
outcomes were displayed in an exhibition 

on the Borrington site, with coursework themes 
covering surfaces, structures and force. For the 
examination theme students had to tackle past, 
present and future. Drawing upon skills acquired 
through the course producing final pieces in a 
variety of mixed media in both two and three 
dimensions. A special mention should go to 
Luke Vines and his repurposed creosote soaked 
railway sleeper. All the art department staff 
wish students all the best as they move on from 
Year 11, many on to further art and design study.

GCSE Art Show
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Physical 
Education

Sport Presentation

Design & 
Technology

On Tuesday 10th May was a very exciting day 
for Year 10 catering students. A professional 
chef paid for by the ‘Appeal Trust’, came in 

to school to help prepare us for our catering exam. 

He showed us lots of practical skills such as how 
to debone a whole chicken into thighs, drumsticks 
and breasts and how to skin and fillet a fish. We 
were also shown how to make a dish suitable for a 
restaurant and the correct methods of garnishing 
and plating up the dishes. 

It was a truly invaluable experience and we cannot 
wait for further experiences such as this in the 
future.             

Charlotte Pain Year 10

On Thursday 19th May, students were invited 
to attend a sports presentation  
event to celebrate their sporting success  

and accolades. 

Students across all year groups were recognised  
for their effort and dedication to King Charles 
I School sport and extra-curricular activities 
throughout the academic year.

We were exceptionally lucky to have shared our 
afternoon with both Jamie McDonald, an  
adventurer and role model and Ruth Owen-Evans, 
an elite level cross country mountain biker who 
races internationally. Both guest speakers are 
testament that hard work and determination are 
the key to any success.

There were many winners, however we would like  
to highlight a few individuals who have gone above 
and beyond and have shown excellent  
commitment throughout the year.

• Junior outstanding leadership – Eden Fallon-Davies

• Junior sports personality – Sydney Harris 

• Senior outstanding leadership – Sam Davies 

• Senior sports personality – Tom Pinder

• Senior special achievement – Joe Billingham

• Team of the year – under 16 boys football team

The PE department would again like to thank all 
those pupils who have represented King Charles 
throughout the year and hope that their success 
and hard work continues. Well done!

Year 10 Chef  
Experience Day
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Wyre Forest Sports Awards

Wyre Forest District 
Athletics

Super 6 Competition

Congratulations to the following teams that 
have won their leagues this year and were 
awarded their trophies at the annual Wyre 

Forest Sports Awards on Wednesday 22nd June. 
U14 Rounder’s 
U14 Football 
U16 Football 
KS3 Boys Badminton 
KS3 Girls Badminton 
KS4 Boys Badminton 

Special recognition also goes to the gold leaders 
that have achieved 50 hours of leadership this 
academic year. 
Isabelle Fey
Ruth Weber
Morgan Allin 
Paul Meikle
Alex Price

On Friday 1st July a selection of our strongest 
athletes from Year 7, 8 and 9 competed in 
the District Team Athletics at Stourport 

Athletics Track. The event was a great opportunity 
for students to compete against local schools and 
demonstrate the best of their sporting abilities. A 
special mention must be made for the following 

On Friday 13th May, King Charles I School 
students travelled to Stourport Sports 
Club to compete against local schools in the 

Wyre Forest District, in the super 6 competition. 
The events organised were 100m, 200m, 800m, 
long jump, shot putt and javelin. There were many 
individual successes with our students coming in 
the top three for nearly all the events and overall 
came a very respectable 2nd place. Well done to 
all those involved!!

Competitors:

Girls

• Kinga Ingram

• Tiani Forsyth

• Cali Fentiman

• Jorja Hope

• Morgan Wright 

• Willow De Morney-Lloyd

Boys

• Edrik O’Kell King

• Jaidan Tiene

• Tyler Ward

• Max Wilcox

• Kieron Dyer

• Joshua Bastock

students who all achieved first place positions in 
their events:

Luke Ferrante (200m/High Jump)

Ben Raban (100m)

Edric O’Kell King (1500m)

Chloe Bradley (800m/Triple Jump) 

Anna Weber (1500m)

Jorja Hope (100m)

Willow Demorney-Lloyd (1500m)

Tiani Forsyth (Javelin)

Each and every student who took part in the 
event exceeded expectations and represented 
King Charles I School tremendously. On behalf of 
the entire PE Department we would like to say a 
huge congratulations to those who participated 
in the day. 
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RFU “Day of Rugby” Summer Games

On Wednesday 15th June, 21 Year 7 and 8 
boys travelled to Manchester to take part in 
a national rugby competition with over 140 

teams from 50+ schools from across the country.  
They were competitive in their games and had a 
really enjoyable day. 

Afterwards the students went to Manchester 
City Academy stadium, to watch a number of U20 
World Rugby Championship matches. 

As part of this experience all of the students were 
chosen to make a ‘”guard of honour” for the Irish 
and Georgian players as they ran out on to the 
pitch, and stayed while the anthems were being 
sung.

Two students were chosen in particular to have 
additional roles.  Edric O’Kell King was chosen to be 
the Irish “player mascot” meaning he led the team 
out with the Irish Captain and sang the national 
anthem on the pitch with the team.  Ethan Keenan 
was chosen as the Irish “flag bearer” and walked 
onto the pitch in front of the teams carrying the 
Irish flag. 

The students were well behaved on the trip and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school. 

On Tuesday 5th July 8 Year 9 students 
were selected as gifted & talented sports 
leaders to be part of the work force at the 

Worcestershire level 3 summer school games. 

The games were held at Bromsgrove School 
where 6 districts within Worcestershire and over a 
1000 students played in the finals of competitions 
held within their own districts over the past year. 

The following students from King Charles I School 
officiated in the following events:

• Issey Fey - Archery

• Morgan Allin - Archery

• Ruth Webber - Boccia

• Emily Bowron - Boccia

• Holly Whitehouse - Boccia

• Maddison Beech - Boccia

• Paul Meickle - Kwik Cricket

• Alex Price - Kwik Cricket
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Music

On Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th June Year 
7 students worked with African music 
specialist, Sarah Westwood, in an hour-

long intensive African drumming workshop. 

During each session students were given 
an insight to the culture from which African 
drumming evolved and were given the 
opportunity to play a number of different 
instruments including the West African Djembe, 
Dundun and the Talking Drum from Ghana. 

During the hour long workshop students 
developed a number of playing techniques 
including call and response sections which were 
led by students. 

The workshop culminated in a final group 
performance. This opportunity was made possible 
thanks to an award given by the King Charles I 
School Appeal Trust.  On Tuesday 19th April 50 Year 7 students 

enjoyed a visit to Symphony Hall in 
Birmingham to watch a concert given 

by the BBC Concert Orchestra featuring CBBC 
presenter Naomi Wilkinson and the six times 
World Champion DJ – Mr Switch. Students heard 
performances of ten different pieces of classical 
music ranging from the infamous ‘Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor’ by J.S. Bach to the dramatically 
modern combination of acoustic and electro-
acoustic music in Anna Clyne’s ‘Night Ferry’. 
Students also had the opportunity to participate 
at the beginning of the concert when they were 
taught the vocal parts from Verdi’s ‘Dies Irae’ 
which DJ ‘Mr Switch’ recorded and later remixed. 
An exciting day out for all! 

African Drumming 
Workshop

BBC Ten Pieces Concert
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Twelve students from Year 7, 8 and 9 spent 
two days in June with a visiting artist, Olivia 
Bradbury. Olivia spent the two days working 

with instrumentalists on composing a piece 
in response to the BBC Secondary Ten Pieces 
initiative. Students created a piece called ‘Obmam 
Fusion’ based on ‘Mambo’ from West Side Story. 

Students were lucky enough to perform their final 
composition at the Voices and Visions Showcase 
at Number 8 in Pershore on Wednesday 6th 
July. Congratulations  to Rosie Chadwick, Rachel 
Harrington, Matthew Kimber, Libby Mapp, Shanice 
Bates, Juliet Martin, Daisy Mawby, Rebecca Swann, 
Holly Fisher, Ben Horobin, Dan Kimber and Laura 
Potts. 

On Sunday 12th June the school choir joined 
90 other Worcestershire school students 
along with the Worcester Cathedral choir to 

celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday. 

Students were accompanied by a full orchestra 
and the Worcester Cathedral resident organist. 
The service was attended by a number of the 
Queen’s local dignitaries along with other special 
guests. 

On Wednesday 27th April a group of 
students from King Charles I School 
performed in a concert at Kidderminster 

Town Hall as part of the Youth Makes Music 
Festival. 

The Flute Ensemble performed an enjoyable 
arrangement of ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ and Ben 
Ludlow impressed the audience with his version 
of ‘Swansea’ by Bombay Bicycle Club and his own 
composition ‘No Reason’. 

Well done to Year 8 students, Shanice Bates and 
Daisy Mawby, Year 9 students, Holly Fisher and 
Laura Potts and Year 11 student, Ben Ludlow. 

On Tuesday 5th July a number of talented 
music students took part in the Summer 
Concert and spent the evening showcasing 

their achievements from the last term. 

As well as performances from outstanding 
soloists there were also performances from a 
number of groups including the string ensemble, 
flute ensemble, school orchestra and school choir. 

A particular highlight was the wonderful finale 
given by the guitar group who performed Kelly 
Clarkson’s ‘Behind These Hazel Eyes’ and Green 
Day’s ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’. 

Voices and Visions 
Showcase

The Queen’s 90th Birthday 
Commemorative Service

Youth Makes Music Festival

Music Summer Concert

During the service students sung a number of 
hymns and anthems including Parry’s ‘Jerusalem’ 
and ‘Zadok the Priest’ composed by Handel. It 
was a wonderful opportunity for students and 
the performance was outstanding. Well done to all 
students involved.  
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Community Ambassador 
Programme 2016-17 Charities Update 2016

On Thursday 7th July Jane Bartlett, 
Mark Field, Mr Brownlow and Stacey 
Fincher attended the launch of the 

‘Community Ambassador Programme 2016-17’ 
at Kidderminster Town Hall as part of the annual 
‘Young Citizenship Celebration’ event. 

In attendance were a number of councillors, 
mayors, emergency services and education 
professionals from across the district. The evening 
was a general celebration of Young Citizenship 
work over the year 2015-16 and the ‘investiture’ 
of the Community Ambassador Programme for 
2016-17.

Existing ambassadors Chloe Murphy, Chloe 
Stretch, Sydney Harris, Brooke Harris and 
Callum Gill got up on stage and delivered a 
presentation put together by James Gill. This 

This has been another fantastic year for 
fundraising by the students at King Charles 
I School, who have raised £3380.93 for a 

variety of great causes. 

The first major event was in November for 
Children in Need, which was a day of smiles all 
around. This lead into the second event of the 
year which was Sports Relief in March. During the 
course of the week, the PE department put on 
lots of different sporting events across both sites, 
which was supported well by all. 

Alongside this the students supported Muscular 
Dystrophy UK, donating a proportion of the 
money raised to help those less fortunate than 
themselves. Students on the Borrington Site held 
their own fundraising event, at the end of April, in 
support of the National Autism Society. 

Community 
& Charities

Well done to all students who took part for a 
fantastic performance and thank you to our 
compere’s for the evening – Emily Bowron and Jon 
Watkins. 

involved giving various examples of the good 
work and positive messages they have shared 
with their peers throughout the year. The school 
are extremely proud of their achievements and 
can’t believe the difference a year has made to 
their confidence. Lauren Massey represented our 
new ambassadors and took part in the hand over 
and photo opportunity with the new Police Crime 
Commissioner, John Campion.

To bring the evening to a close a select few were 
presented with an award, one of which was our 
very own Louise Caldwell currently in Year 12.  This 
was for her involvement with Cattleya and all 
the charity work she has undertaken, she is an 
absolute credit to the school, well done!

To help raise their profile of the ‘Community 
Ambassador Programme’ a website has been 
created solely for them, showcasing their 
fantastic work.

www.communityambassadors.org.uk

Please find a few minutes to see what they do and 
whenever possible help promote this website and 
this unique project.
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Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Bronze Award

Three groups of Year 9 students went on 
their first expedition for their Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award in the Wyre Forest.  

Despite the spartan conditions and lack of hair 
accessories, they all survived and none of the 
groups were lost. 

The campsite was very busy with festival goers, 
but some managed to sleep through, although 
an early start meant that they could enjoy their 
breakfast in relative peace and quiet. 

There was already talk at the end on how much 
they were looking forward to the next expedition!

This annual event in itself raised over £350.

The final fundraising event of the year, was 
recently held in honour of the Queens 90th 
Birthday. To mark the event, a final non-uniform 
day was held, with monies being donated to 
the Patron’s Fund, Worcestershire Community 
Foundation and Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 
The students continue to astound me with their 
generosity towards those less fortunate than 
themselves, and I know that they will continue to 
support those charities that have been identified 
for the next academic year, including Birmingham 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Skin Cancer Fund.

May I offer a heartfelt thank you to all our 
students from all the charities that you have 
supported this year; as it is through your support 
that we can make a small difference in others lives. 

Teenage Cancer Trust 
Presentation

Practice Expedition

Road Safety

Year 9 and 10 were visited by Louise Walker 
from Teenage Cancer to raise awareness of 
teenage cancer. 

The assembly was excellent covering content 
such as signs, symptoms, treatment, physical and 
emotional side effects of dealing with cancer. 

The presentation was sensitive and perfectly 
targeted for this age range. 

Students also had the opportunity to find out how 
they could be involved as a volunteer. We look 
forward to inviting Louise back next year.

Stacey Fincher CSO has given assemblies 
to remind students about the importance 
of road safety. Stacey invited colleagues 

from West Mercia police force to distribute road 
safety information and resources to be used 

when cycling to and from school. The police 
were supported by our very own Community 
Ambassadors who also helped pass out leaflets 
around the school.
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Theatre 
Company 
Visit

Year 9, 10 and 12 were visited by a touring 
theatre company called the ‘Echo 
Chamber’ designed to raise awareness of 

radicalisation. 

The quality of acting was excellent and the 
message was loud and clear. 

King Charles I School was the first stop on their 
tour of the Midlands and North and we wish the 
company well for their remaining dates and their 
appearance at the Edinburgh festival.   

The Echo Chamber

Communication 
Centre News

On Monday 13th June three Year 10 
students with a potential eye on studying 
apprenticeships after their GCSE 

examinations next summer joined two members 
of staff for an education day at Jaguar Land Rover 
(JLR). 

The day started with a very interesting 
introduction to the company and its history, most 
significantly its history since being bought by 
TATA. Our students with around 10 other children 
from a different school then underwent a small 

Jaguar Land Rover

scale assembly challenge in small teams, this 
was to educate the students on how important 
‘LEAN’ working is and how JLR prides itself on 
how efficiently it builds its cars. The activity was 
an excellent way of displaying how methods 
of working can have huge impacts on such a 
business as JLR. 

Two apprentices spoke to the students, giving 
them a great insight into the makeup of an 
apprenticeship. In the afternoon it was our 
chance to tour the facility, the tour was incredibly 
insightful, we were able to see the huge presses 
that press all aluminium into shape for all its 
models of cars and see the main assembly body 
shop which was opened just last year. 

The machinery and processes were mind boggling 
with a car coming off the production line every 
68 seconds. The photograph shows Kieran next 
to the first Land Rover body that came from the 
assembly line, this was signed by all workers who 
contributed to its construction and then placed 
on display. 
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We have been very fortunate in receiving 
some generous donations recently. 
Following a plea locally, a lovely lady 

from Stourport-on-Severn, Abigayle Hook, very 
kindly donated a garden bench for our young 
people to enjoy sitting on when the weather 
allows. 

Young people with special needs, particularly 
those with autism can find the general hustle and 
bustle of unstructured times very uncomfortable. 

We have a separate garden area on both the 
Hillgrove and Borrington Sites for students and we 
are encouraging them all to get outside and enjoy 
the fresh air.  

I would also like to thank ‘SH Transport Solutions 
who kindly transported the bench for us 
free of charge. Another local business, ’Beau 
Bookkeeping’ of Kidderminster have also offered 
to buy a new picnic bench for our garden on the 
Borrington Site. We really appreciate the support 
and generosity of our local community. Thanks 
again.

Emma Reedman and the Communication Centre 
team

Thank you to all our students, parents/carers 
and staff for their support on Friday 29th 
April with our annual autism awareness 

event. 

Year 7 and 8 students took part in a non-uniform 
day as well as several students and staff donating 
and selling cakes to raise extra money for this 
great cause. ‘Around 700,000 people in the UK 
are on the autism spectrum. Together with their 
families they make up around 2.8 million people 
whose lives are touched by autism every single 
day.’ The National Autistic Society (the NAS) are 
the UK’s largest provider of specialist autism 
services. 

Their trained staff and volunteers bring passion 
and expertise to the lives of 100,000 people living 
with autism every year. 

With your support, King Charles I School managed 
to raise a wonderful sum of £374 of which 50% 
will be sent to the NAS and the other half will go 
towards inviting the inspirational speaker, Robyn 
Steward, back into school in the next academic 
year to speak to Year 7 and 8 students and staff. I 
would like to thank you all again for your continued 
support.

Emma Reedman and the Communication Centre 
team

Communication Centre - 
Grateful for donations.

Autism Awareness  
Non- School Uniform Day



Careers Education 
Information Advice  
and Guidance
Year 7 & 8 Careers Fair
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Year 7 and 8 attended a careers fair held 
at the Borrington Road Site for the first 
time in May. A number of employers 

and educational establishments attended the 
event, which students thoroughly enjoyed and 
found very informative. They felt that it was a 
great opportunity to ask questions about what 
employers look for when recruiting for new 
positions and opened their eyes to the options 
that might be available to them in the future. 
These included attending University or applying 
for high level apprenticeships.

Not only did Year 7 & 8 students attend the event 
but Herenswood (one of our feeder schools) also 
brought some Year 6 students to the event. We 
hope that this will continue to be a successful 
event in the future.
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Year 9  
‘Opening Doors Event’

Royal Television Society 
Workshop Year 8

Year 8 trip to Birmingham 
City University

Students in Year 9 have had the opportunity 
to visit a number of local employers who 
have kindly ‘opened their doors’ to give 

students information about their business sector. 
Below is a report for students who went to the 
safari park.

Safari Park Visit 
On Tuesday 28th June, we went to West Midland’s 
Safari Park for an employee morning, aimed to 
educate us about the world of work. We firstly 
listened to a talk which explained the history 
of the park and the different people who are 
employed, in order to maintain it. After the 
talk, we were taken around the park to meet 
numerous employees. We met engineers, retail 
managers, marketing department and many 
more, afterwards, one student stated “the 
experience was very informative and enjoyable 
and really opened my eyes to many roles behind 
the scenes which make a business successful.” 
We all thoroughly enjoyed the morning and have 
thought about future careers and opportunities. 

Written by Sarah Astill and Kate Kirwan

70 Year 8 students took part in a day long 
workshop presented by the Royal Television 
Society. The purpose of the workshop 

was for students, working in teams, to create 
the outline for a new television programme or 
series, whilst developing a range of transferrable 
skills, and looking at potential careers within the 
television industry. 

They were given a set of success criteria including 
a basic outline of the show, target audience, 
additional platforms to be used including social 
media and the internet presence of the show. 
Within their groups they were allocated roles 
including director, marketing, writer and gaffer 
and the students followed the job descriptions 
for these people. Students were then given time 
to prepare a 2 minute presentation “selling” their 
ideas to the judges. 

On Wednesday 4th May and Thursday 5th 
May, Year 8 students visited Birmingham 
University in order to experience a taste of 

what university life was all about. 

We were met by Hope Nightingale, the School’s 
Liaison Officer who gave a presentation in the 
main auditorium about what students can expect 
University life to be like and some of the courses 

on offer. Students were then given a tour of the 
facilities and completed a range of workshops 
which encouraged them to reflect on the 
opportunities available to them in terms of further 
education and careers. 

The days were thoroughly enjoyed by all the 
students who attended and we hope that it 
has started them thinking about the great 
opportunities open to them in the future.
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Royal Television Society 
Midlands Grand Final Year 8

Having won the school final of the Royal 
Television Society Year 8 competition, 
6 of our Year 8 students were invited to 

attend the Midlands Grand Final at the University 
of Wolverhampton, to compete against 11 other 
schools from the region. 

The task had been to create an outline for a new 
children’s television programme and “sell it” to the 
judges. In the grand final judges included people 
from BBC Birmingham, BBC local programming 

The judges were Jayne Greene from the Royal 
Television Society and Kathryn Stanczysysz 
a reporter for BBC News based largely in the 
Midlands.

The winning team will now take their presentation 
to a regional competition of 16 groups to be held at 
the end of June at Wolverhampton University. 

The winning team were Erin Bell, Josh Farmer, 
Hettie Gough, Kaylie Armishaw, Alice Collins, Beth 
Reynolds and Carlie Hiscock. They were praised for 
their innovative ideas, teamwork and confidence 
when making their presentation.

and the chairperson of the Royal Television 
Society, plus 2 members from the Faculty of Arts 
from University of Wolverhampton.

The presentations followed a trip around the 
Media and Arts areas of the university and were 
held in one of the lecture theatres. Presentations 
created by the students, were not allowed to 
include digital media, so all work was created by 
hand. 

They included an outline of the show, logo and 
slogan, how the show would be promoted online, 
which station would be most suitable, along with a 
target audience and a suitable time slot.

Erin Bell, Hettie Gough, Kaylie Armishaw, Alice 
Collins, Beth Reynolds and Carlie Hiscock, gave an 
excellent presentation, despite their nerves and 
the judges praised them for their creativity and 
confidence when answering questions from the 
judges.
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UniFest 2016

Well done to a number of our Year 10 
students who have successfully applied 
and completed Aim Higher UniFest 

summer school placements at local Universities 
including Birmingham, Aston, Worcester and 
Birmingham City. 

Students chose a variety of subject topics 
including criminals, evidence, and convictions, 
aspire and achieve – science, technology, 
engineering and maths, and business skills for 
young entrepreuners. 

Many of the summer schools involved a 
residential element giving students a taste of 
University life and the opportunity to work with 
other students from across the West Midlands. 

The students engaging with this were Grace 
Savage, Keira Morris, Lewis Heath, Chloe Stretch, 
Harmony Doswell, Eve Edwards, Jessica Brett, 
Amber Fern, Malaika John, Grace Mernagh-Hadley 
and Max Sly.


