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Headteacher 
Summer Statement  

As I write this we are in the countdown to the 

end of the term and this school year. As always 

so much has happened and I hope that the 

newsletter produced each term has kept you up 

to date with the many events and successes of 

the year.

There are only three members of staff who will 

be leaving us at the end of term: Mr Cooper 

(teacher of English), Mr Fisher (teacher of 

English) and Ms Willmitt (assistant headteacher). 

I would like to take this opportunity to say 

thank-you and wish them all every happiness 

and success in the future.

Over the past two years we have had more 

and more students join us at King Charles 

I School and so the new term will see us 

welcome several new members of staff: Mr 

Busby (teacher of geography), Mr Cartwright 

(teacher of science/chemistry), Miss Hewitt 

(teacher of English), Miss Jiang (teacher of 

English), Mr Massingham (teacher of PE), Mrs 

Merson (teacher of science/chemistry), Mr 

Parker (teacher of English), Mrs Pitt (teacher of 

modern foreign languages) and Mrs Pritchard 

(teacher of maths). I am delighted these 

members of staff have chosen to work at King 

Charles I School as I am very confident they 

will contribute significantly to the school’s 

improvement journey.

The school will close for students at 12.35 pm 

on Friday 21st July. The school will re-open 

on Wednesday 6th September at 8.40am for 

all students in next year’s Years 7 and 12 and 

on Thursday 7th September at 8.40am for all 

students in next year’s Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13.

I wish you all a very happy summer break. I 

close by saying thank-you to the students and 

staff for all their many contributions to the life 

of the school this year and to the parents/carers 

for all their support of the school.

Stephen Brownlow

Head Teacher

A+Headteacher and Grading
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Headteacher Awards A+

Year 7 
Luke Brown

Orla O’Kell King

Charlotte Lawton

Sanjida Khatun

Year 8
Bethany Taylor

Isobel Bradley

Eloise Hunt

Madison Burgess 

Year 9 
Joshua Shurmer

Juliet Martin

Daisy Mawby

Rebecca Swann

Year 10 
Alice Shakeshaft

Emily Bowron

John Watkins

Molly Thompson 

Year 12 
Alicja Szpala

Joseph Beer

Yaseen Hamid

Caitlin Gray

Dan Nash

Each term a number of  
students are awarded the 
headteacher award for 
nominations from several  
subjects for effort, outstanding 
work and resilience.

Art 
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A Level Art and Photography Trip To 
London

of the moon. This prompted the collection of a 

number of photographer’s work that dealt with 

the idea of dust in different ways, from  

wartime destruction and natural  

disasters to domestic dirt and forensics.

Overall a very thought provoking and cultural 

day for all involved.

A number of sixth form students at school have 

work exhibited at the annual Voices and Visions 

Visual Art Exhibition at Worcester Cathedral 

which will be in situ in The Cloisters from  

Friday 12th May 2017 until Sunday 11th June 

2017. The theme this year is ‘My Generation’. If 

you are in Worcester, drop in to take a look. A 

variety of work from Worcestershire schools is 

featured.

Voices and Visions Art Exhibition 
at Worcester Cathedral

This summer, students from fine art and  

photography spent a day in London visiting 

various exhibitions to help provide contextual 

support for their personal portfolios.

Our first stop was the Photographers’  

Gallery, where students explored the eerie and 

foreboding photographs of Gregory Crewdson. 

Crewdon’s large scale depictions of small town  

American life are meticulously staged, giving 

them a cinematic and synthetic quality.   

Students pondered elements like lighting and 

composition and how these were utilised to 

create a dark mood that suggested an ominous  

narrative.

After a pleasant walk down the river, we arrived 

at Tate Modern where students were asked to 

select four pieces of work that they felt had a 

close link to the personal starting points that 

they had previously chosen. This resulted in 

a variety of responses to the work on display, 

including sketches and annotation, as they 

tackled the formal and conceptual elements of 

their chosen pieces.

Our trip concluded with a visit to White Chapel 

Gallery, to view an exhibition called ‘A Handful 

of Dust’. The exhibition was a carefully curated 

response to a photograph, taken by Man Ray, of 

a dust covered sculpture by Marcel Duchamp. 

The resulting image of the close up collection of 

settled dust looked almost like the surface



Art 

During the summer term both GCSE and A level art 

students were working hard producing final pieces for 

their exam themes. Year 11 students were working to 

the theme of beginnings and/or ends, whilst Year 13 

students grappled with the theme of environment. GCSE 

final pieces, along with their coursework, were exhibited 

on the Borrington site in June. A level outcomes were 

showcased on the Hillgrove site. The art department 

would like to wish all students every success as they 

move on to further studies and opportunities, either at 

King Charles or elsewhere.

End Of Year Art Shows
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Careers

The week commencing Monday 26th June saw 
our Year 10 students venturing into the world of 
work through work experience.

A vast collection of companies, employers and 
sectors offered our students the opportunity to 
see how their work day unfolds and students, 
fully briefed and prepped with the day’s layout, 
protocols and health and safety, took on the 
challenge.

A very successful week that saw students return 
with an understanding of the world of work 
that can only be achieved through being there.  
Some had found their goal and returned  
determined to get there; others returned  
having discovered that this sector wasn’t for 
them. Either way a truly valuable experience.

Here’s what some of the students said:

 “Extremely beneficial, it helped me to  
“understand the real world.” Harri Yafai

“It gave me a clear idea of what I want to do 
after school.” Ell Northway

“It gave me a real insight into what the world 
of performing arts is all about; a week full of 
laughter and smiles.” Laura Potts

“Really enjoyable, I got to learn lots of new skills 
and try different things. Also got a Saturday job 
out of it!” Mitch Bayliss

Some of the employers were equally as  
impressed, many siting that they would “employ 

their student tomorrow”. Well done Year 10!

Year 10 Work Experience Stone Manor Open Doors Event
On Friday 30th June, a handful of Year 9 students 

visited Hogarth’s Stone Manor as part of the 

Open Doors events that had been taking place 

throughout the week. Robert Elliot, one of the 

members of staff, took us to see two of the 

bedrooms that have recently been refurbished. 

Robert Elliot and Siobhan Chambers, who 

works in Human Resources, also provided us 

with scones and refreshments, which gave us 

a taster of what kinds of things they do there. 

We were told some amazing facts, like there 

being 27 acres of land behind the manor! The 

gardens and outdoor space were exquisite and 

the whole manor was refined and elegant. The 

whole trip was wholly enjoyable and the service 

was inviting and attentive. We were given lots 

of excellent advice, which has given us more 

guidance into the world of work, particularly 

the hospitality sector. Overall, we had an  

interesting morning, which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all students. Without a doubt, it was 

the best choice to go for out of all of the options 

we had!

By Abi Fox
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Careers
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On Thursday 6th April, Year 10 students were 

involved in a career detective day organised by 

‘Into Ambition’. The purpose of the day was to 

give students an insight into the world of work; 

the vast array of career choices out there and 

the possible routes into them. 

The students were placed into groups with a 

business representative who they grilled (with 

some really probing, intelligent questions) for 

ten minutes, making notes to evaluate later. A 

bell sounded, music was played, and the visitor 

from the world of work moved onto the next 

group. It was like speed dating for careers! There 

were also two ‘break out’ rooms where students 

were taken for one of two workshops.  

Representatives from the army were in one and 

Worcester University were in the other – very 

different workshops but both very informative.

At the end of the day, the students were asked 

to evaluate the notes they had made and 

prepare some final hot seat questions for our 

guests who were lined up at the front of the 

hall. They didn’t hold back – the questions were 

again well thought out and really insightful. A 

brilliant day!

Comments from the students:

“I didn’t know how much you had to do to 

become a vet – I thought you just had to like 

animals but the woman told me what I had to 

do at each step and I know I can do it!”

 

“I liked the fact that we got to speak to  

everyone. I discovered some ideas that I hadn’t 

even considered before.”

“I didn’t realise there were so many options in 

IT!”

Career Detective Day

On Thursday 29th June, Years 7 and 8 students 

had the opportunity to explore a wide variety 

of careers and pathways as we welcomed a 

range of representatives from different sectors 

into the school. From the Royal Navy to Mecure 

Hotels, Wyre Forest District Council to the 

police, students were able to grill our visitors as 

to what their jobs entail and what qualifications 

they might need. Some students even got to sit 

in the police car with the sirens sounding – very 

exciting!

Thank you to all the companies who joined us 

on that day; the students gained a real insight 

into the choices available to them.

Borrington Careers Event

Careers

In the week commencing 26th June, Year 9 

students were given the opportunity to visit a 

wide range of companies around Kidderminster 

to find out exactly what that company or sector 

involves.

The Fire Service, Elements hair, Tesco, Whitley 

furniture, Wyre Forest District Council,  

Community Housing Trust and the Stone Manor.  

Students had a really insightful time at each 

visit and were made to feel really welcome.

We can’t thank those companies enough for 

opening their doors and allowing our students 

to learn more about the world of work.

Year 9 Open Doors Event
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Charities

For the second year running, King Charles I School 

has been collecting Easter eggs that would then 

be donated to local children suffering health  

issues and/or being treated in hospital over the 

Easter season. This year, a staggering 186 Easter 

eggs were raised and then split across two  

destinations: the Children’s ward at Russells Hall 

hospital in Dudley and Acorns Children’s hospice 

in Worcester. Both venues were truly  

overwhelmed by the generosity of our students, 

families and staff, and were unconditionally  

grateful for our donations. We wish to thank  

everyone who contributed to this great cause and 

in particular Ben Slater who came along to deliver 

the Easter eggs alongside Miss Tabellion and Miss 

Perks to the hospital. 

 

Easter Egg Collection - April 2017
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Catering and Textiles

A massive well done to all the students at 

Chaddesley Corbett primary school who have 

worked with Ms Finney this year taking part in 

textiles workshops.

The Year 5 students worked incredibly hard to 

produce tote bags, which they based on an 

ancient Greek theme, decorating them with 

mosaic print designs, imagery from Greek  

methodology and even managed to use  

transfer techniques to write their names in 

Greek.

The Year 3 students demonstrated their artistic 

talents by producing designs based on their 

ancient Egyptian topic and pulled together as a 

class to turn all of their designs into 3D panels 

to produce a class wall hanging.

We very much look forward to seeing these 

students become part of King Charles I School 

in the future.

Creative Chaddesley Corbett

For the past 5 weeks a small group of Year 7 

and Year 8s have participated in an afterschool 

textiles group with Mrs Mell. 

The project was ‘dress a girl around the world’. 

The students made summer dresses to be 

given to young girls from third world countries 

who have never owned a new dress. The King 

Charles I students have been working hard each 

Thursday and are nearly finished. 

When asked what they have gained from the 

project, it was unanimous that they felt more 

confident using the sewing machine. They have 

done a brilliant job and we look forward to 

seeing what they make next. 

If any students are interesting in joining the 

textiles club, please speak to Mrs Mell.

 

Dress A Girl Around The World 
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Communication Centre CC

The Communication Centre at King Charles I School is based on both the Borrington site and Hillgrove 

site. Both centres provide effective and incredibly successful working environments, specialist resources 

and teaching for students with autism and specific language difficulties. 

Throughout the last 10 years, we have successfully supported over 60 students  

moving onto post 16 education and/or employment. We provide our young people with the tools, under-

standing and confidence to explore and experience further opportunities to become a valued member of 

our community.

On Friday 30th June, we held an event to celebrate our 10th birthday. We invited back past students and 

their families as well as staff and professionals, who have all been a part of our journey. We held a cake 

sale, which, with your help, managed to raise over £200 to help to fund the event.

Thank you to all our students and their parents for their continued support.

The 10th Birthday of the Communication 
Centre
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

In June, a group of Year 10 students began their assessment expedition in the beautiful Shropshire 

country set on Wenlock Edge. Their mission, if they chose to accept it, was to walk the length of the 

Edge over two days. 

Both groups walked for six hours a day and camped overnight. The students showed  

teamwork and navigation skills- though we still  cannot quite work out how one group managed to 

come up the opposite road to the campsite! Never mind- we all managed to finish the route in the 

right place! To pass the time at the campsite, one group took to observing the antics of cows in the 

next field. I am sure the students made many memories and will remember the fun they all had.

We are all proud of the teamwork we saw on the expedition- you should all be very pleased and 

proud of all your efforts! Well done.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

In May, two groups of sixth form students began their practice expedition in the beautiful Shropshire 

country set at Long Mynd. They walked for 7 hours a day and camped overnight. The weather was 

very soggy to say the least! Some spent a cosy night together when one groups tent poles broke 

resulting in having to fit four people in a three-man tent! However, this did not dampen spirits and all 

completed the expedition- with mostly smiley faces!

In June, the groups then went to the Forest of Dean to complete their assessment expedition. The 

weather was beautiful - though some might say it was on the warm side. However, it was a welcome 

change from the damp and misty conditions of Long Mynd. Both groups faced many obstacles, 

including midges, closed footpaths, closed bridges and a diet of baked beans. Despite this, they kept 

their spirits up and were all determined to complete and pass the expedition- which they did! I am 

sure the students made memories that they will remember for years to come!

The groups faced some tough conditions but they never gave up! We are all very proud of the team 

work and true determination everyone showed on the expeditions you should all be very pleased and 

proud of all your efforts! Well done.

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award

English

On Thursday 29th June, a group of Year 12  

students studying A-level English went to The 

Hive in Worcester, with their teachers Mr Yates and 

Mrs Hughes. In case you didn’t know, The Hive is 

Worcester’s impressive public library. Yet more  

importantly, it is the UK’s only combined public 

and university library. This means that our A-level 

students have access to an incredible wealth of 

academic books and restricted online resources 

that would not normally be available in a standard 

public library.

We had a great day doing some really useful initial 

research for A-level English coursework  

assignments – known as the NEA, or  

Non-Examination Assessment – which counts 

for 20% of the A-level English marks. Students 

accessed books and journal articles on their chosen 

authors, including William Blake, Thomas Hardy, 

William Shakespeare and Charlotte Bronte. They 

also accessed non-fiction and theoretical texts to  

support their independent research.

We were very ably led and supported throughout 

the day by two tutor-librarians from the University 

of Worcester. In particular, Natasha Skeen was very  

helpful in taking our students through some of the 

amazing academic resources available and how to 

search them effectively for relevant information. 

All in all, it was a very productive and  

stimulating day. Our students came away 

clutching some big books and full of ideas to 

take their coursework assignments forward. 

 

A-level English students buzzing at The Hive
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English

In April, our students delivered an outstanding performance of the vibrant musical ‘Hairspray.’  The 

cast worked hard right from the off, back in October 2016.  We were incredibly lucky to have such 

strong actors, singers and dancers to create a colourful show.  The production really was a team effort 

with students helping with directing and choreography. We had musical numbers such as ‘Good 

Morning Baltimore’ and ‘Nicest Kids in Town’ and our students made the audience clap, dance and 

cheer each night. The talent and dedication of the students involved is to be fully commended – the 

final performance on Friday 7th April was an emotional one where students, parents and teachers alike 

were bursting with pride.  A big thank you to all teaching staff and students involved! 

Hairspray Musical 2017 

Inter-form competition is certainly motivating students with attendance and achievement points. The 
top three tutor groups are listed below. Very well done to those students - a brilliant effort!

Attendance Achievement
Year 7 7Q1

7B3

7B2

7B1

7C1

7B2
Year 8 8B2

8Q3

8Q2

8Q2

8Q3

8Q1
Year 9 9Q2

9C2

9B2

9B1

9C2

9B2
Year 10 10C1

10B1

10C2

10Q3

10B1

10C2
Year 11 11Q1

11B2

11B3

11C1

11B2

11B3

Form Competition
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Geography

On the year 10 field trip to Carding Mill Valley 

in Shropshire, we studied the river and how 

it changed as we travelled further upstream, 

following the courses of the river and observing 

traits of each course and how they  

corresponded with our placement along the 

river.

In the upper course, we noticed that there was 

an abundance of waterfalls in the immediate 

vicinity, as well as a bigger and more prominent 

waterfall about 30 minutes from the lower 

course. In groups, we measured the width and 

depth of the river and recorded the information. 

The river here was very narrow and shallow due 

to a lack of lateral erosion taking place. In the 

upper course of a river, only vertical erosion 

may occur, as the water does not possess 

enough power or speed in which to  

significantly erode away the land surrounding it.

As we continued back down the valley, we 

noticed the river becoming increasingly wider 

and having a faster velocity than before. From 

our depth measurements, it could be concluded 

that the river’s cross profile was now altered, 

forming more of a ‘U’ shape compared to the 

former ‘V.’ Here, the river’s cross profile is of a ‘U’ 

shape as the bed load of rocks had been able to 

be eroded to a smaller size. We also noticed that 

the river was faster in this section, especially in 

comparison to the velocity of the upper course.

Carding Mill Valley 

How and why does the river’s cross profile 
change down the long profile?

Finally, in the lower course of the river, we  

noticed that it was wider and a little deeper 

than before. Here, lots of lateral erosion can 

occur but not a lot of vertical erosion. As well 

as the width, we also recorded the depth of the 

river. The river was fast enough to erode the 

land surrounding it and it had an evident  

floodplain, like all rivers in the lower course.

In conclusion, the river’s cross profile changed 

significantly from the upper course to the lower 

course due to the velocity of the river and types 

of active erosion happening in each course, 

lateral erosion in the lower course and vertical 

erosion in the upper course. 

Kiya Randle Year 10

Geography

On the field trip to Birmingham, we visited 

several areas of the city and recorded how they 

differed from one another. 

The first place we visited was Sutton Four Oaks, 

an area of extreme wealth. Most houses in this 

area were expensive, grand and modern, on the 

market for upwards of £3.1 million. The crime 

rate here was very low especially in comparison 

to other areas we visited. The majority of people 

living here were of retirement age, at around 

60 or above. This area was on Birmingham’s 

rural-urban fringe, so it was very quiet and very 

little traffic passed.

In comparison, the next place we visited was 

only around 10 minutes away was  

Kingstanding, an area in the suburbs. Most 

houses were semi-detached and house prices 

were much lower. The average age of a person 

living there was 0-17 years, making it a very 

youthful ward. The crime rate here had risen 

significantly compared with Sutton Four Oaks, 

and the overall appearance of the area was 

less appealing, with some litter visible in the 

immediate area.

Our next area was Lozells. The area was visibly 

run down and there was a significant amount of 

graffiti as well. I noticed boarded up buildings

Birmingham

What does housing inequality mean? How 
and why does it change with distance from 
the CBD?

and some large amounts of evidence of other 

crimes. The housing in this area consisted of 

terraced and the whole area had a rather large 

amount of noise pollution due to the busy roads.

Our last stop within Birmingham was within the 

CBD. Here we could see many high-rise  

apartments due to a lack of available building 

space. Despite the houses being of a very good 

quality, the crime rate in the area was higher than 

Kingstanding, as the shopping area was busy with 

tourists and shoppers. It was noisy due to  

pedestrians in the area, but was  otherwise quiet 

closer to the apartments themselves.

In conclusion, the difference between housing in 

different areas of Birmingham was great, and the 

quality of the houses got better the further away 

they were from the Central Business District as 

they were on cleaner and more desirable land.

Kiya Randle Year 10 
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MFL

On Friday 23rd June 40 Years 7-10 students enjoyed an evening of French film watching L’étudiant et 

Monsieur Henri (The student and Mr Henri).  This is a film about a miserable old man who  

begrudgingly agrees to let out a room, rent-free, in his large apartment to a young female student.  

This is on condition that she does everything in her power to ruin his son’s marriage.  As in all good 

films, the grumpy old man softens and the plot has moments of laughter as well as sadness and keeps 

you wondering what will happen next.  

The event was organised by our Year 10 language leader students.  They organised everything from 

choosing the film to advertising and organising the food and drink for the event.  A huge  

congratulations to our language leaders who have now completed their award; Will Anderson, Sarah 

Astill, Amy Bah, Chloe Farmer, Maisie Gillard, Paul Meikle, Molly-Ann Mills, Tina Sherwin, Justin Teague, 

Adam Turley and John Watkins.  

Due to the success of the evening, watch out for Film Friday in French and German (with subtitles, of 

course!) again next year.  We will also be recruiting another group of language leaders in September. 

French Film Night

MFL

On 7th July 2017, we will set off on our amazing Paris trip with 43 students from Year 9 and Year 10. We are 

all very excited to practise our French whilst visiting the capital of love, devouring some croissants, pains au 

chocolat and drinking some chocolat chaud!

We will be able to visit the famous landmarks such as the Louvre and the Champs-Élysées, see the  

Notre-Dame cathedral from our river cruise and many more, as well as climb up to the summit of the Eiffel 

Tower if we are feeling brave!

A full day will also be spent at Disneyland Paris! How exciting! We are hoping to do some “Disney character” 

spotting and simply have the best time ever, followed by a scrumptious meal at Planet Hollywood. In all 

fairness, all of our evening meals will be in restaurants because, this is how we roll! High class all the way, 

and fancy food! 

We will finish this fantastic trip by a little detour to Montmartre and the Basilica Sacré-Coeur, with 

breath-taking views over the capital. We simply cannot wait for the fun to start!”

Paris Trip
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King Charles I School Appeal Trust, has presented the school with a brand new mini bus. It will be 

used across the school for transportation to education and sporting activities. The mini bus can seat 

up to 17 people, with options available to accommodate wheelchairs. It will be used across the school 

for sports activities and external visits.

Headteacher, Stephen Brownlow, was delighted with the new minibus. “We are very grateful to the 

Appeal Trust who have been extremely generous over a number of years. Their numerous financial 

contributions have made a real and positive input to the education of the students at King Charles I 

School.”

The Appeal Trust is a local charity set up to raise funds to provide extras to King Charles I School. They 

collect donations from parents, ex-pupils and others and each year award grants across the school for 

a wide variety of activities. Recently the trust had made grants for activities such as a djembe drum-

ming workshop, visits from animal handlers who bring along (small) wild exotic animals, workshops 

for catering and poetry and performances by theatre companies in French and German. In addition, 

each year, the trust aims to provide a reading book for each new year 7 pupil to read over the summer 

holiday ready for the new school year.

Caroline Holt, chair of The Appeal Trust commented “This is the first time that The Trust has made such 

a significant contribution and we’re very proud of what we’ve been able to do. The Trust is committed 

to continue providing these extras to the school.”

The Trust relies on donations and income from investments. Regular donations can be made by 

standing order and a form is available on the school website at http://www.kingcharlesschool.co.uk/

index.php/appeal-trust where you can also see photographs from some of the activities.

New Mini Bus for King Charles   School| 

New Mini Bus

Chair of KC1 Trust Caroline Holt presenting the 
keys to the Headteacher Stephen Brownlow

New Mini Bus

Chair of KC1 Trust Caroline Holt presenting the keys to Head of P.E. Toni Cariss

Chair of KC1 Trust Caroline Holt presenting the keys to Stephen Bunger (P.E.) along with head of P.E. 
Toni Cariss and students Grace Bowling, Maddy Beech, Alex Price and Lachlan MacPhail

22 23



Music

On Tuesday 4th July, a number of talented music 

students from years 7-12 took part in the  

Summer Concert and spent the evening  

showcasing their achievements from the last 

term. As well as performances from outstanding 

soloists, there were also performances from a 

number of groups including the musical theatre 

group, guitar ensemble, the school orchestra, 

school choir and the newly formed male vocal 

group. Well done to all students who took part 

for a fantastic performance and thank you again 

to our compere for the evening, Daniel Kimber, 

who kept us entertained with his musical jokes.

Summer Concert

In June, all students from Year 7 participated 

in a samba workshop led by visiting samba 

specialists Nick and Karen Ledbury from the 

group ‘Glamba’. Each workshop lasted an hour 

and allowed students the opportunity to try out 

different instruments from around the world 

and specifically Brazil as well as learn to play a 

variety of new rhythms and grooves as a whole 

class. Some students were even lucky enough 

to try out some typical Brazilian dance moves

and typical carnival dress! Thank you to the King 

Charles I Appeals Trust for enabling this event to 

take place. 

Samba Workshop

Music

On June 30th, members of the school choir 

took part in the Voices and Visions Showcase 

at Worcester Cathedral. Students had been 

working hard prior to this event in order to 

prepare a medley of songs to fit the theme of 

the showcase ‘Our Generation’. Students built 

their medley over the bassline from ‘Shape of 

You’ by Ed Sheeran and chose to include songs 

by Justin Bieber, Adele, Sia, Clean Bandit and 

Shawn Mendes to name but a few! Well done to 

all students who participated for your creativity 

and an outstanding final performance!  

Voices and Visions 2017 

On Tuesday 9th May, a group of students from King Charles I School performed in a concert at  

Kidderminster Town Hall as part of the Youth Makes Music Festival. The choir performed an enjoyable 

arrangement of ‘Royals’ by Lorde followed by ‘One Call Away’ by Charlie Puth. Year 10 students Emily 

Bowron and Miles Underhill impressed the audience with their version of ‘Photograph’ by Ed Sheeran. 

Well done to all of the students involved on an excellent performance. 

Youth Makes Music Festival
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P.E

Well done to all students who competed in a 

sports team this year. The afternoon was a great 

success celebrating the sporting achievements of 

all our teams.

Winners for 2017 

Jakob Holland - 
Outstanding Leadership  
 
Chloe Tucker -   
The Rebecca Giddins for school sport

Mariella Alivkina  
and Dennis Digie -   
Sports Personality of the year 
 
Kinga Ingram and Florin Mirica -  
Special Achievements 
 
U16 Girls Football -  
Team of the Year  
 

 

Sports Awards 2017 

On Friday 19th May, students from various school 

across the district competed at the District athletics. 

It was a very wet and windy day however there were 

some fantastic individual efforts. Congratulations to 

all those that took part and a big congratulations to 

the following

Jorja Hope -  
1st in both the 100m and 200m sprints. 

Anna Webber -  
1st in the 1500m and 2nd in the 800m. 

Lachlan MacPhail -  
1st in the 1500m.  

District Athletics

P.E

Key Stage 3 students from King Charles, Baxter College, The Bewdley School, Haybridge 

and Stourport High Schools competed in a Super 6 Athletics event on Friday 5th May. Two 

competitions took place - one combined for Year 7 and Year 8 students and one for Year 

9 students. All students competing had to take part in one track (sprint, middle and long 

distance), one field (javelin, long jump, and shot) and one relay (4x100m, mixed medley) 

event, scoring points for their team. Huge congratulations to the Year 9 boys team who 

finished 2nd and congratulations to all that took part.

Super 6 Athletics 

Year 3 and 4 students from across the Wyre Forest took part in Family Tri-Golf Festivals on 

Friday 28th April. Prior to the Festivals, students from King Charles, Bewdley, Wolverley and 

Stourport High Schools received training that enabled them to support the Festival, scoring 

the activities and offering coaching to the teams, which were made up of 5 boys and 5 girls. 

Students rotated round 8 activity stations, scoring points for their team.  Well done to all the 

leaders involved that helped and supported the event. Without those students, it would not 

have been possible.  

Tri-Golf
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Rewards

On Tuesday 20th June, students from Year 9 and Year 10 who had outstanding attendance, few  

behaviour points and copious amounts of reward points were invited to go bowling with tutors.

Students and staff had a fantastic time, enjoying the games and meal that followed. A big round of 

applause goes to Mr Jefferson who ‘whooped’ us all with a resounding 190 points.

Thank you to all who came.

Year 9 and Year 10 Rewards Trip - 
Xtreme Bowl 

Science

It is easy to drive past Eades Meadow and not 

even know it is there and yet it is one of the 

richest landscapes in the country. Beyond the 

small gate is a glorious meadow full of wild 

flowers. King Charles I School Orchid club 

students and staff arrived to a vision of purple 

green winged orchids spread throughout the 

meadow, unfortunately a less common site 

across the country. Students observed the  

native British orchids in their natural habitat and 

increased their understanding and reasoning 

for the orchid seed storage and seed  

germination projects in which they are involved. 

Eades Meadow is a National Nature Reserve and 

a Site of Special Scientific Interest, managed 

by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. It is one of the 

best examples of a neutral lowland unimproved 

meadow in Europe. Over 180 plant species 

have been recorded at the site, an average of 40 

species per square metre – this huge diversity 

gives rise to a myriad of other species that rely 

on the plants as producers: Students discussed 

the food webs involved. We observed other  

native species that are in decline including 

cowslips, yellow rattle and adders tongue fern. 

Students discussed the soil type, structure and 

land management (a traditional agricultural 

system that co-exists with wildlife), as well as 

the conservation programme of the meadow, 

giving rise to the vast biodiversity.

 

King Charles I School Orchid club students observe native 
Orchids in Eades Meadow - May 2017 

The students hope to return to the meadow 

with staff from Worcestershire Wildlife Trust to 

observe the change in species at different times 

of the year and sample the orchids to estimate 

their population size. We hope that a project 

may develop where students are able to collect, 

grow and store seeds from the Eades Meadow 

orchids and reintroduce them to sites within the 

local area. 

Lisa Gray, Phil Seaton, Deb Lloyd 
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Science

Year 5 students from local primary schools were invited for a Science Technology Engineering and 

Maths activity session on Wednesday 14th June. They completed a circus of STEM based activities  

delivered by KC1 Science staff and Sixth form students. Year 5 students had the opportunity to  

develop their investigative skills. Activities included labelling bones on a skeleton, testing the 

strength of supermarket carrier bags, identifying elements, structural engineering and matchstick 

maths (problem solving and teamwork). 

Students conducted themselves excellently. They enjoyed the practical activities, using equipment 

and experiencing the secondary school environment. Each team were scored on their ability to  

complete a challenge and the overall winning team was announced at the end of the session.  

Congratulations to all participants on an excellent STEM session in preparation for secondary school. 

King Charles I School hosts STEM Event for 
Year 5 feeder school students 

Science

On Tuesday 27th June, Year 12 King Charles I 

School Orchid Club students visited Royal  

Botanical Gardens, Kew. We were very  

privileged to have access to a guided tour of the 

orchid living collection and other plants by Bala, 

an Orchid Expert from Kews Orchid Unit. 

Students experienced a variety of habitats from 

cold and dry to hot and humid. They also saw a 

huge variety of orchids from around the world 

and it was wonderful that they were so  

enthusiastic about the experience. Many  

students excitedly took hundreds of  

photographs of flowers. The importance of  

conservation and ex-situ collections of plants, 

such as the living collection at Kew, was 

discussed. Students linked orchids (and other 

plants) to food chains and biodiversity. They 

embedded their knowledge of binomial  

naming and adaptations. 

Did you know that most orchids are epiphytes? 

They live high in the forest tree canopy to gain 

maximum light and have aerial roots to gain 

moisture from the air. 

Students saw orchid flowers of many colours 

adapted to attract different pollinators and 

orchids that offered nectar rewards. They also 

smelt a variety of orchid scents including  

carrion smelling orchids to attract the fly  

pollinator.

King Charles I School Orchid club students see thousands of 
Orchids at Kew Gardens 

Students were able to discuss with Kew staff 

their job roles. They were interested in the 

different countries that they had been able to 

travel to and the steps it had taken to be able to 

work at Kew Gardens. 

Later in the afternoon, students had to  

opportunity to explore the gardens. They visited 

the Art galleries and sculptures as well as the 

many show greenhouses for the public, includ-

ing the large palm house. Students are looking 

forward to visiting again in Year 13 and hope to 

be able to sow and grow orchids in the  

laboratory to increase the collection at Kew 

Gardens, actively participating in orchid  

conservation. 
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Year 7 Y7

On Thursday 22nd June, Year 7 students were treated to a parliamentary assembly and some students 

were involved in the debating workshops that followed.

The assembly was extremely informative; it gave students an insight into exactly how Parliament is 

structured and how laws are passed.

The workshops that followed allowed students to develop their debating skills.  They were instructed, 

initially, as to how a debate in the House of Commons works in terms of etiquette and structure.  They 

chose their topic ‘abolishing homework’ in group 1 and ‘abolishing school uniform’ in group 2 and a 

madam speaker (Elewyn Page and Charlotte Saunders) to control order within the debate.  (Relished 

by both girls).

“I’ve learned that debating is quite hard because there has to be a persuasive element.  Really fun 

though.”

Alex Adams

“It has been really interesting discussing what laws we would like to make.”

Steve Pinho

Parliamentary Workshop

Year 7 and 8 Y7 & 8

On Monday 3rd July and Wednesday 5th July, students from Years 7 and 8 went to Drayton Manor theme 

park near Tamworth. The trip was an end of year celebration, and students had the chance to go on 

rides and experience the thrill of a rollercoaster. 

Two of the most popular rides among students were Shockwave and G Force, the two largest rides 

in the park. Accelerator was also popular (formerly known as Ben 10) for those students who wanted 

speed but not the massive loops of the larger rides. Students could also visit the zoo and help  

themselves to food around the park. The warm, sugary doughnuts were particularly popular! 

The trip was a great day out for all students, all of whom would love to go back again!

Year 7 and 8 Drayton Manor Trip
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Year 8 Y8

On Tuesday 16th May, a large group of Year 8  

students took part in an enterprise activity 

led by the Royal Television Society. They were 

placed into teams and were first introduced 

to the wealth of career opportunities that 

television has to offer. Make-up artists to sound 

engineers, writers to stunt technicians, students 

were amazed at the breadth of jobs on offer.

In their teams, students had to design,  

market and pitch an idea for a new  

television programme. They had to consider 

their demographic audience, time slots,  

presenters, graphics, locations and costs, the 

list went on.  They had to put together a three 

minute presentation, which they delivered to 

the whole group at the end. Every student got 

involved in the development of the ideas and 

took on a key role in the team effort and every 

student stood up at the end to support the final 

presentation.

Very well done to Kallan Hampton, Eve  

Hayden-Wright, Leah Hickman, Ciaran Pyre, 

Conor Ribeiro and Victoria Staples who were 

the overall winners of the day and will go on to 

represent King Charles I School at the RTS finals 

on Thursday 29th June.

Royal Television Society Workshop

The students from the winning team went 

on to represent KC1 at the Midlands finals at 

Wolverhampton University. The students were 

up against teams from schools across the West 

Midlands as far apart as Telford and  

Pershore. Our students gave an excellent  

presentation, despite their nerves, and the  

judges (from BBC Birmingham and  

Wolverhampton University) were especially  

impressed with the APP and social media  

aspects of their presentation.

 

RTS Midlands Grand Final 

Year 9 Y9

On Friday 23rd June, Year 9 engaged in an enterprise project that saw them creating and  

marketing a product that they thought would change the world for the better. 

In groups, students were given the brief, limited resources, a budget and a time frame in which to 

design the product and produce a three minute pitch selling their idea to the room. They took to the 

challenge immediately, appointing a team leader whose job it was to allocate roles and responsibilities 

and began to draw up an outline of their product. Students had to consider the impact their product 

would have in their pitch, coming up with the unique selling point that would make their product 

stand out. They also had to consider the cost of making and marketing the product to come up with 

an overall price which, of course, had to still appeal to their chosen audience.

Students certainly rose to the challenge and demonstrated a competence in employability skills such 

as, problem solving, adaptability and team work. I am incredibly proud to say that every single group 

stood up to present their ideas, whether it was to pitch the ideas, demonstrate the product or simply 

to hold the presentation board; they worked together and supported each other. 

A tremendous effort – well done Year 9.

Year 9 Enterprise Day 
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On Friday 23rd June, Year 11 arrived at Stourport Manor to celebrate the end of an era. It was a  

beautiful evening; students arrived in style, looked amazing and really did themselves proud.   

Year 11 Y11
Year 11 Prom 
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