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Our students are taught by well qualified and professional staff who put their students first and inspire 
them with a love of learning.



Welcome to 
the King Charles I School & Sixth Form Centre

We believe that the student should be at the centre of everything that we do and that our core 
purpose is to raise their aspirations and ensure that all our students have the best educational 
experience possible which provides them with the outcomes they need to progress in the
direction of their choosing.

Our Sixth Form students are supported by a team of staff skilled and experienced in areas such as 
university applications and employment and training opportunities.

Last year was another record breaking year at King Charles I School 
with some outstanding GCSE, AS and A Level results. However, we are 
not complacent and are determined to give our students a school and an 
education which they deserve and can be proud of. We will continue to 
improve until we reach our aim of becoming an ‘outstanding’ school. 

We are pleased to offer a wide range of courses and are confident that 
students can choose combinations of courses on which they are most able 
to succeed. We feel that students should follow a curriculum which suits 
their preferred way of working, interests, ability and future aspirations. 
The courses offered at all levels enhance students’ learning, attainment and 
achievement and help them develop the skills required to compete in this 
changing world and to have the confidence and resilience to succeed at the 
highest level. 

Academic progress is carefully monitored and there are regular reports 
home. Students are supported and encouraged to use their time in school 
profitably and wisely and we have work spaces and ICT facilities to assist 
with this. As the course progresses, students assume more responsibility 
for their own learning. Equally, we encourage students to get involved and 
there are numerous opportunities for students to take part in enrichment 
and extra-curricular activities. 

I do hope that you will be able to visit us and spend time
talking to the students and staff and I look forward to 
meeting you when you do.

Stephen Brownlow
Headteacher
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A positive learning environment allows students to thrive.



Message from 
the Head boy and 
Head girl
First and foremost, we would both like to offer you a 
warm welcome to our Sixth Form, whether you are 
already a member of the school or are considering 
joining our community.

All sixth form students, including us, are more than 
happy to help and guide you through your journey at 
King Charles. A journey which transforms you from a 
teenager to an adult and one of the best journeys in life. 

We offer a wide range of activities for you to participate in, whether it be sports, 
quizzes, the school council or the annual school production as well as much more; 
there is something for everyone. We take enormous pride in that we can guarantee that 
everyone’s needs are fulfilled and that help is provided, regardless of the issue. 

As you may already know, we have recently had an upgrade of our common room which 
is now a high quality study area including sitting areas, kitchen equipment and computers 
allowing us to excel in our subjects, thereby providing the best opportunities for all. 
We are extremely excited and pleased that you are considering King Charles as your 
Sixth Form, and we hope and look forward to seeing you in September!

Meena Das-Gupta and Ben Onslow

Student profile
Samuel Williams

What subjects are you studying?
Maths, Further Maths, Physics, Chemistry.

What enrichment activities have you participated in?
Young Enterprise (Financial Director) and EPQ. Attended lectures 
at Aston, Birmingham University on turbulence, black holes and 
gravitational waves and thermodynamics.

What do you intend to do after Sixth Form?
Study maths/computer science at university, become a programmer.

What advice would you give prospective Sixth Formers?
Be organised from the start. It’s almost impossible to get organised 
in the middle of the year, this will help with revision for your exams. 
Don’t overdo it, it’s better to get good grades in good subjects than 
bad grades in many. Use your independent study well, wasting hours 
chatting to friends just means more work at home.
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Our students participate in a diverse and engaging enrichment programme which enables them to acquire 
and develop vital skills for their future.



Life in the Sixth Form
By choosing to study in our Sixth Form you will not be disappointed. We offer an all-round 
education in a newly developed Sixth Form centre.

Whether you are an existing King Charles student or a newcomer to the school, we are 
confident that we can provide an enjoyable and fulfilling education experience.

The Facilities
We offer a range of comfortable, modern facilities for all 
Sixth Form students to take advantage of. The Woodward 
Building (named in honour of one of our benefactors, Roy 
Woodward) houses the Sixth Form centre which consists 
of a newly refurbished study area, common room and 
specialist teaching room. 
 
Additionally, the school offers many unique selling points, 
such as the 3G astro-turf, swimming pool and beautiful 
grounds. Sixth Form students have exclusive use of the 
Rose Garden, a secluded garden area ideal for study and 
quiet relaxation, especially in the summer months.

The Education
All Sixth Form teachers are subject specialists and work 
diligently to support students both within lessons and 
outside. The curriculum is constantly reviewed to ensure 
that students benefit from the most appropriate academic 
experience and preparation for the next stage, whether 
that is university or employment.

Sixth Form tutors are specially selected and fully up to date 
with the requirements of further and higher education. 
They are available to guide and support students, both 
academically and with any other issues which may arise. 
Students form excellent working relationships with their 
teachers and tutors in a mature working environment 
in which mutual consideration and respect are at the 
forefront.

Admission procedure
Thursday 10 November 2016  Sixth Form Open Evening

Friday 9 December 2016   Deadline for applications 

December 2016-March 2017  Discussions about pathway and option 
     choices 

March 2017    Offers of provisional places posted to  
     students 

June 2017    Sixth Form induction
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A tailored system of support is in place to ensure all students achieve to their full potential. 
Communication between students, teachers and parents is vital.
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Studying at King Charles
Students follow a curriculum which suits their preferred way of working,  
their interests, their ability and their future aspirations. We offer a wide range of 
A level courses. From September 2017 we are going to be collaborating with two 
outstanding schools in Hagley (Haybridge High School and Hagley Catholic High 
School) on our sixth form provision. This means that an increased choice and 
diversity of course will be available to students. Please see our website for a list 
of courses on offer.

Both Sixth Form staff and subject teachers are happy to provide advice and 
support to students in making appropriate choice of courses. Students and 

parents/carers may also like to read the advice offered by the Russell Group.  
This may be found at www.russellgroup.ac.uk.

There are a variety of different pathways in our Sixth Form. It is important to 
realise that a student’s GCSE results will indicate the most appropriate pathway. 
Each student’s case is considered individually, and advice given accordingly. 
Some subjects can be taken without previous study. It is important, therefore, 
that you check the individual subject entrance requirements on our website. 

Choosing courses
Several things should be taken into account when choosing the courses that you 
are going to study in the Sixth Form:

• You should choose subjects you enjoy and are interested in.
•  If you have some idea of future career aspirations, you should choose subjects 

that are necessary to follow that path. E.g. If you wish to study medicine at 
University, you must take chemistry as one of your subjects at A-level.

•  Choose subjects that you are good at. You should choose subjects in which you 
think you will be successful.  

• Think about the assessment methods of the different types of qualifications.

Research carefully the courses that are on offer. Read the information given in 
the ‘Sixth Form’ section of the website. Speak to members of staff or contact the 
school to find out more information. Speak to other students who have taken  
the subjects. 

We will support you during Year 11 in the following ways: 

•  You will have a one to one meeting with a member of staff to discuss your 
options and plans for the future

•  You will be able to talk to our external advisers about any further issues, 
queries or concerns 

•  Your subject teachers are always available to answer questions and give advice 
about the Sixth Form courses

• Your form tutors and Head of Year will discuss your future plans with you.

• You can talk to Sixth Form students studying the courses you are considering.

•  You can speak to any member of the Sixth Form team about Sixth Form 
matters, either informally or by making a specific appointment.



Student support
The Sixth Form team consists of:
Deputy Headteacher               Julie Delahaye
Head of Sixth Form               Bev Blackburn
Deputy head of Sixth Form and head of Year 13 and UCAS advisor        Jo Thomas
Deputy head of Sixth Form and head of Year 12            Michelle Finney
Sixth Form achievement leader              Sam Beasley

The Sixth Form team works together with the tutors to support our students in all 
aspects of Sixth Form life. While we concentrate our efforts on helping students to attain 
their best grades through our achievement programme, We also encourage and support 
students to enrich their Sixth Form experience through sport, community involvement, 
work experience or to learn new skills.

Each week we hold a Sixth Form assembly for all students in which students are given 
valuable information, for example: work opportunities, university application and 
student finance.

Assemblies also provide an opportunity to celebrate the many successes of our students. 
In a highly competitive market, employers and universities are increasingly interested 
in a wider range of skills developed through Sixth Form life and we feel our students are 
well placed to fulfil these criteria.

Student profile
James Cadwallader 

What subjects are you studying?
Further Maths, Maths, Physics, Chemistry.

What enrichment activities have you participated in?
Birmingham University physics and maths lectures. EPQ.

What do you intend to do after Sixth Form?
Chemistry masters at university.

What advice would you give prospective Sixth Formers?
Stick to 1 hour at home per hour of lessons. Organise your work, it 
will be helpful when you need to revise.
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As well as a culture of high achievement, we aim to foster an ethos of mutual support, communication and 
respect. We want our students to be well rounded, happy individuals who leave well prepared for 
life beyond the Sixth Form.



Student support continued
The Achievement Programme
A system of continuous monitoring is in operation to help all students achieve 
the grades of which they are capable.

Students should be aware of the standards and expectations within the Sixth 
Form. During the first half term, students undergo an induction period which 
includes an introduction to a wide range of extra-curricular activities. Working 
with their tutors, students review their subject choices and all aspects of their 
performance, including attendance, completion of work and wider involvement 
in Sixth Form life. Parents/Carers may be invited to discuss the outcome of 
these sessions. 

Based on an analysis of GCSE grades, we determine target grades for each 
subject studied. These targets are shared with the students to enable them to 
set themselves aspirational targets. Tutors and students have weekly timetabled 
sessions and students have formal interviews regarding their progress, 
enrichment programme and future plans.

Tutor time is also used to offer guidance and support towards those aiming for 
higher education or employment. Closer mentoring of students is also available 
to enable students to overcome any learning barriers and enhance their 
management of Sixth Form study.

When you join us in the Sixth Form, you will already have thoughts about what 
your future might hold. Some students will have quite specific plans, aspirations 
and targets. Others will be less certain, but will probably have a few possibilities 
in mind. Many of our Sixth Form students go on to university, but there are also 
many other routes into continued education, advanced apprenticeships, training 

and employment. As a Sixth Form team we are very committed to helping you 
clarify, plan for and achieve your future goals and aspirations.

The Higher Education/Employment Programme
During tutor time, students plan and prepare for their post 18 options. The Sixth 
Form team and visiting experts offer support for future planning.

All students applying to university will have one to one support to help complete 
applications for student finance and writing UCAS personal statements. 
University taster days and open days also offer students the opportunity to find 
out more about study and student life. We allow students five such visits during 
their time in Sixth Form and also arrange a whole year visit to the regional
Higher Education Convention. In the summer term of Year 12, we hold
our ‘UCAS Evening’.

This evening is designed to inform students and their parents/carers about the 
full range of opportunities for education, training and employment post 18.
In particular, it covers the procedures for applications for higher education 
through UCAS. There is also information on careers, gap years and financial 
implications. Students also have the opportunity to access an independent
careers advisor.

Students are encouraged to develop independence whilst continuing to be 
supported by high quality teaching, mentoring and a dedicated pastoral team. 
We expect our students to be fully involved in the life of the school and act as 
role models for the community. We want them to have a fantastic educational 
experience and become equipped with the skills, attributes and behaviours 
for success.
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Students are encouraged to develop independence whilst continuing to be supported by high quality 
teaching, mentoring and a dedicated pastoral team.  



Sixth Form 
opportunities
Sixth Form education is more than just academic 
achievement and we believe in developing those 
personal skills that ultimately make individuals 
successful in their career.

A range of opportunities and experiences help students 
to develop skills and knowledge to support their 
academic work and enhance their prospects in higher 
education and employment.

Enrichment
We expect students to use their study periods to complete work and further research. 
However, we also encourage students to participate in activities to enrich their Sixth 
Form experience and broaden their appeal to universities and future employers. 
Students can spend time on activities organised independently or in conjunction with the 
school’s extended curriculum programme.

Student profile
Thomas Powell 

What subjects are you studying?
Geography, Physics, Chemistry.

What enrichment activities have you participated in?
Geography lectures. Physics lectures. Physics summer school. EPQ. 
Young Enterprise. Drama club.

What do you intend to do after Sixth Form?
Environmental science at University.

What advice would you give prospective Sixth Formers?
Use independent study wisely if you want to avoid having too much 
work to do at home.
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We expect our students to be fully involved in the life of the school and act as role models for the community. 
We want them to have a fantastic educational experience and become equipped with the skills, attributes 
and behaviours for success.



Sixth Form opportunities continued
Sport
Students are encouraged to continue their sporting interest in the Sixth 
Form and all clubs and activities are open to all students. There are a range 
of activities available including badminton, football, netball, dance, trampolining 
and also use of the state of the art fitness suite. The Sixth Form compete in the 
local Wyre Forest district leagues and are entered into county and national cup 
competitions in football. In addition to our two examination courses in sport 
we provide numerous opportunities for students to develop key life skills by 
supporting main school clubs, whole school events, district competitions and 
lesson support. 

Young Enterprise
Young Enterprise is the UK’s leading enterprise and financial education charity, 
providing young people from all backgrounds the opportunity to realise their 
full potential through a range of practical enterprise programmes, from one 
day masterclasses to year-long projects; empowering young people to learn, to 
work and to live. They make the connection between school and the world of 
work, enabling young people to develop the knowledge and attitudes they need 
to succeed, building on the key skills of communication, teamwork, problem-
solving, creativity and resilience.

Meetings take place one lunchtime per week where the students will form their 
own company, raise capital and produce products or services to sell within school 
and in the wider community. The Young Enterprise examination takes place each 
April of Year 12 and will form an impressive part of any application to higher 
education or employment.

Work related activities
To develop skills of independence, self-motivation, and experience working life, 
we encourage students to take up a work based learning placement. The Sixth 
Form team are happy to work with students to find suitable placements.

Lesson support
Students at King Charles I School have a proud history of supporting the wider 
school community, both in lessons and during tutorial times. Activities that the 
students become involved in include paired reading, whereby students in Year 12 
will listen and support Year 9 during tutorial with their reading. Other activities 
include supporting classroom teachers within lessons in subjects related to their 
A Level choices. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award
The Duke of Edinburgh programme is a real adventure from beginning to end 
and students can become involved in this fantastic opportunity at King Charles 
I School.   It doesn’t matter who you are or where you’re from, you just need to 
realise there’s more to life than sitting on a sofa watching life pass you by. You 
can do programmes at three levels, which when completed, lead to a Bronze, 
Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

You achieve your Award by completing a personal programme of activities 
in four sections (five if you’re going for Gold) - Volunteering, Physical, Skills, 
Expedition and for Gold, a Residential. 

You’ll find yourself helping people or the community, getting fitter, developing skills, 
going on an expedition and taking part in a residential activity (Gold only). Your 
programme can be full of activities and projects that get you buzzing, and along the way 
you’ll pick up experiences, friends and talents that will stay with you for the rest
of your life.

Volunteering, Leadership and Support
Employers, universities and other higher education institutions are increasingly looking 
for applicants who have interests and responsibilities outside their academic studies. We 
offer opportunities to develop this by encouraging students to engage in volunteering 
inside and outside school. We provide links with a number of different charities and 
volunteering opportunities outside of the school. 
 
Head Students
This very important group of students are voted for by staff and Sixth Form students 
and are interviewed by the head of Sixth Form in the summer term of Year 12. The 
successful candidates are students who demonstrate growing maturity, show initiative 
and reliability in a variety of contexts, communicate well and demonstrate leadership 
qualities and the ability to work as a member of a team. They represent and promote 
student views and opinions and play a major part in many aspects of school life.

Extension opportunities
Students who have achieved particularly high grades at GCSE are offered the 
opportunity of completing the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) in order to extend 
their higher order thinking skills. 
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Student profile
Ben Howard

What subjects are you studying?
Maths, Further Maths, Physics, Chemistry.

What enrichment activities have you participated in?
Young enterprise (Operations Director). EPQ – Designing and 
building a carbon monoxide sensor. Duke of Edinburgh. Lectures 
at Aston, Birmingham University – Turbulence, black holes and 
gravitational waves, thermodynamics.

What do you intend to do after Sixth Form?
Study maths and engineering at university. A career in engineering.

What advice would you give prospective Sixth Formers?
Organise all of your notes to make revision easier. Use your study 
periods effectively to reduce the amount of work you need to do at 
home. Go on trips and take part in enrichment activities to help when 
writing your personal statement.



Years 12 and 13
Hill Grove House
Comberton Road
Kidderminster
Worcestershire
DY10 1XA

Telephone: 01562 512880    Fax: 01562 512881
Email: office@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk
www.kingcharlesschool.co.uk

KInG CHARLES I SCHOOL
A n D  S I X T H  F O R M  C E n T R E

SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS 2017 EnTRY


