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Headteacher
Autumn Statement
As we draw to the end of the autumn term there is much to celebrate in addition
to the festivities. We hope that you find our termly newsletter informative and
interesting. Every term we produce a newsletter, which will include student writing and
photographs of our work. We wish to always include news about students’ successes out
of school in our newsletters and we would be delighted to hear from you. Please email
Mrs Hardy at office@kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk with your information.
I would like to congratulate all those students who worked so hard to achieve their GCSE
and A Level results this summer and to the staff and parents/carers who supported
them. It was a record breaking year where the students achieved the best ever results the school has ever recorded.
We are now aiming to significantly improve upon these results with the current Years 11 and 13 and are confident
we can do so.
As you know secondary schools are now rightly judged on the progress that students make from the beginning
of Year 7 until the end of Year 11 using the ‘Progress 8’ score. Last year was another record breaking year at
King Charles I School and the students made outstanding progress across a range of subjects - a truly fantastic
achievement, demonstrating the quality of the experience studying at King Charles I School offers alongside the
students’ hard work. The outstanding results are a testament to the five years of dedication and hard work of our
students and their teachers. It was great to see so many smiling faces as they picked up their results. At a time
when young people are under intense scrutiny and pressure our students are achieving at an exceptional level. This
is down to the hard work and excellent behaviour of our students, the high standard of teaching and the excellent
relationships between staff and students.
The table on page four shows our ‘Progress 8’ scores for the last three years. As you can see, it is getting better each
year and has always been ‘above average’. We are delighted that, once again, we are the secondary school in the
Wyre Forest where the students made the most progress from the beginning of Year 7 until the end of Year 11.
Our ‘Progress 8’ score in 2018 means that the grades our students achieved were over a third of a grade better
than other students nationally. In fact, our ‘Progress 8’ score is the sixth best of all the secondary schools in
Worcestershire. As you would expect, the academic achievement of our students is paramount. We want to ensure
that every student makes excellent progress throughout their time at King Charles I School, whatever their starting
point, to broaden their educational and employment opportunities. Whilst we are focussed on academic outcomes,
we know all our students as individuals. We take great pride in developing relationships between students, staff
and families, in order that we can ensure that success is desirable, demanded and achievable. This striving for
success is exemplified in our ambition-‘supporting successful futures’.
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Headteacher
I would also like to congratulate all students who have risen to the challenges we have
set regarding behaviour and to the staff and parents/carers who supported them in
doing so. We operate with a strict approach to discipline ensuring our students develop
the habits that will be necessary to be successful independent adults. Our aim is to
establish the highest possible standards of behaviour at King Charles I School. This is
important so that the school is always a warm, caring, friendly and happy place where
learning can flourish. Students’ behaviour around the school should be impeccable;
every lesson should be characterised by a relentless focus on learning, free from
distractions. Every student and every member of staff should be able to feel relaxed and happy, confident that
their working environment is one where people are kind, courteous and respectful at all times. We have very high
expectations of our students and a belief that every student is capable of meeting them. It is no coincidence that
we have had our best ever set of GCSE results at the end of another academic year where behaviour improved
again to be outstanding.
The school will close for students at 12.20 on Friday 21st December 2018 and will reopen for all students on
Monday 7th January 2019.
I would like to congratulate all those students who have done so many great things during the term and look
forward to hearing about many more after the holiday.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your support of the school and wish you a happy
and restful holiday season.
Stephen Brownlow
Head teacher
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Headteacher Awards

Year 7

Year 12

Fraser Thompson: RE and PE

Matt Parker: Product design and PE

Faith Hyams: Computing

Izzy Walden: French and History

Year 8

Year 13

Sara Pascu: Maths, Geography, RE

Jack Wilkes: Chemistry

Daisy Lewis: Art and History

Will Robinson: French and Product design

Jamie Hughes: Geography and Business

Parish Wright: Mathematics, English

Sarah Palmer: PE, RE
Charlie Shakeshaft- Mathematics, Physics

Year 9

Tom Waldron- Computer science, PE

Aaron Abraham: Maths
Ruby Ruffinato: Art and History
Charlotte Sanders: German and RE
Jasmine Mawby: Mathematics, Music

Year 10
Finlay Hawthorne: Geography, Dance and French
Rosie Chadwick: French and German
Jerome O’Toole: Mathematics
Ethan Arslan: Science and History

Year 11

Each term a number of
students are awarded the
headteacher award for
nominations from several subjects
for effort, outstanding work and
resilience.

Jack Stokes: German and RE
Jake Hobday: Maths
Zoe Stephens: English
Willow De-Morney Lloyd: Mathematics, PE
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Headteacher Reward Lunches

Well done to all the students who have worked hard during the Autumn term and I am pleased to report that
43,302 achievement points have been awarded in the Autumn term, which is a huge achievement. In addition
students with the highest number of attitude to learning grade 1s and no grades below a 2 have enjoyed a reward
lunch and were presented with a certificate to recognise their achievements.
Well done to all students, keep up the hard work, it will reep the rewards.
Year 7 Reward Lunch antendees:			
Year 8 Reward Lunch antendees:

Year 10 Reward Lunch antendees:

Baker Alexander

Abel Isabella

Ashdown Sydney

Batsford Jack

Abel Poppy

Ballard Leah

Branagh George

Ankers-Day Elissa

Batsford Ellie

Capuano Francesco

Bourne Joel

Boucher Matthew

Chadwick Lauren

Cooksley Frankie

Brown Joshua

Gardner Leigh

Dinica Andreea

Chadwick Rosie

Green Josh

Edwards Harriet

Dixon Holly

Hodges Emily

Ferreira Leila

Ferrante Luke

Holmes Sienna

Ireland Connor

Freeman Jake

Hyams Faith

Ireland Ryan

Hall Ethan

Lin Tong

Jefferson Harry

Hampton Kallan

Lobb Kian

Jordan Benjamin

Harrington Rachel

Mcfarlane Amelia

Knott Amy

Hayden-Wright Eve

Morris Benjamin

Macphail Ishbel

Howard Hannah

Parker Natasha

Malara Giorgio

Jones Emily Rae

Price Jessica

Pascu Sara

Mackellar Ebony

Robinson Lexie

Powell Emma

Neri Luca

Sheena Amrit

Ratcliff Sophie

Ribeiro Conor

Simms Thomas

Raxter Daniel

Tyler Alex

Stephens Daniel

Robinson Will

Underhill Edward

Thompson Fraser

Smith Lauren

Williams Seren

Steadman Frasier

Wilso Luke

Suesse Gabriella

Wright Jessica

Vickers-Ward William
Whitefoot Oliver

6

A+

Headteacher Reward Lunches
Year 11 Reward Lunch antendees:

Year 12 Reward Lunch antendees:

Year 13 Reward Lunch antendees:

Ashdown Logan

Cooper Ben

Babbington Megan

Bell Erin

Egan Lewis

Begum Sajida

Cahill Ryan

Fisher Holly

Darby Phoebe

Frater Georgia

Macphail Lachlan

Donovan Millie

Heath Jessica

Meikle Paul

Doswell Harmony

Heraty Peter

Morris Jasmine

Gill James

Holland Jakob

Oliver Georgina

Khatun Tahsina

Kece Alistair

Sherwin Tina

Lewis Daisy

Lavelle Caitlin

Staples Alexander

Monger Katie

Makazliev Gorgi

Turley Adam

Morris Keira

Martin Juliet

Walden Isobel

Tyler Jamie

Mawby Daisy

Weber Anna

Meredith Sian

Weber Ruth

Moore Daisy
Palmer Benjamin
Patel Heli
Pinho Rafael
Roberts Jenny
Stokes Jack
Taylor Madelaine
Thomas Emily
Wilcox George
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Academic Awards
Academic Scholarship Awards

A number of students gained an Academic Scholarship for 2018/19 for achieving an excellent set
of GCSE grades in August 2018. Students who achieved this have been awarded £100 to support
their AS Level studies at King Charles I School and enrichment activities in preparation for higher
education.
These Academic Scholarships are very prestigious awards and we have high expectations of our
Scholars in terms of their academic progress and contributions to the life of the sixth form.

Academic scholarship awards

Jasmine Morris

Anna Weber

Saara Ahmad

Holly Fisher

Ruth Weber

Chris Telling

Molly Thompson

Kate Philpotts

Adam Turley

Georgina Oliver

Lachlan Macphail

Spring Term Academic Scholars Programme
Twelve selected students from Year 9 and Year 10 will begin the Scholars Programme in the Spring
term. The students will meet their PhD tutor at Oxford University on Friday 25th January 2019. It is
an eight week programme where their PhD tutor will come into school to help and support. It is a
unique opportunity for our students to experience. The students will complete a final assignment of
1500 words and graduate at one of the top universities at the end of the Spring term.
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Equipment and Organisation

I am pleased to report that students were prepared appropriately for over 99% of lessons during the
Autumn term, which is excellent. Lost learning time in all secondary schools across the country still
has a significant impact on disruption to potential learning time. Giving out equipment may seem
a small amount of time lost, however when this is added together over a week, a month, a year it is
huge. Just 3 minutes lost, each lesson over a week equates to 75 minutes a week and over a school
year over 48 hours of lost learning. As a school, we do everything to minimise the impact of this to
ensure students have the best opportunity for success.
Below is a reminder of the correct equipment your son/daughter needs every day:
Exercise books/folders
• Knowledge organiser
• Planner
• Pen and a spare (black ink)
• Pencil
• Ruler
• PE kit (when timetabled)
• Subject specific equipment, including: protractor, compass, scientific calculator (Casio fx-83GT Plus
or Casio fx-85GT Plus Black) and cooking ingredients.
• Other useful equipment but not specified in the ‘basics’ would be an eraser (rubber), coloured
pencils and a highlighter.
Stationery is available to purchase at a discounted rate each morning from 8.20am-8.35am in the
library on the Borrington Site and during tutorial on the Hillgrove Site. If there is any occasion where
an item has been lost or run out there is a solution.
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Art
Year 11 trip to Tate Britain – London.
An early start to the day for art GCSE students. The coach left Kidderminster at 6.30am to arrive in
London for 10.30am. A glorious sunny day for students to take in the sights of London as our coach
made its way through the city; many of our students having not visited London before.
Year 11 are preparing for their mock exam and were using the work of artists, at the Tate Britain, to
help develop ideas for a final piece under the title ‘Force’.
Students spent the day working from the gallery’s collection of art, which includes British,
international modern and contemporary art.

Drawing and Painting Workshop – University of Derby
A small group of GCSE art students were invited to participate in a drawing and painting workshop,
based on their achievement in that particular area of the subject. The workshop was lead by a
professional artist, Edward Sutcliffe, a photo realistic portrait painter who has previously won the
prestigious BP portrait award. Sutcliffe was able to impart some of his experiences as a practicing
artist and talk to the students about practical tips to improve the quality of their painting. Students
were shown how to draw out a portrait as accurately as possible using a grid method. They were then
encouraged to search for block shapes of tones, which they painted in using a variety of shades of
grey. The result was a fantastic series of monochromatic portraits. After the session, we were given
the opportunity to explore the university’s art facilities, allowing us to witness young artists working
within their own studio spaces and with the specialist equipment provided, such as the screen
printing room. Overall, it was a very inspiring and thought provoking day, allowing those involved to
hone their skills, as well as getting an insight into life in further art education and beyond.
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Careers
Careers Fair
On Thursday 8th November, we hosted a careers fair for our students in Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13.
The students were each given a 30-minute slot in which to come and look round the fair and find
out about the different pathways available to them. We had 49 people take part in the careers fair.
We had local colleges, universities, apprenticeship providers, the different forces and employers
ranging from undertakers, to banks, travel agencies, solicitors to police and nurses.
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Catering
Macmillan Cookie Bake
A massive thank you to all the prospective parents who attended King Charles I School Open Evening
in October and purchased a cookie from the food department. After hours of baking and almost 200
cookies later, we managed to raise £92 for the Macmillan cancer support charity.

Spooky Halloween cupcake
Year 7 and Year 8 budding chefs had the opportunity to create some spooky Halloween cupcakes
at the afterschool food club. The students created scary skeleton faces with fondant icing, mini
monsters made with butter cream, bleeding glass shard cakes and pumpkin faces.
Although the cupcakes looked scary they did taste delicious!
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King Charles I CCF
King Charles I CCF
It has been a productive term for the CCF this term. Firstly, several new Year 8 recruits joined us at
half term. They have been very enthusiastic and keen to get involved in all of the training every
week and are showing a great commitment. Secondly, due to the new Multi Academy Trust with
Haybridge High School, we are now able to invite their students to join our CCF as well. There has
been a good interest from the students at Haybridge High School and we will be taking on 15 new
recruits after Christmas. The future is looking very bright.
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Charity Events
Children in Need 2018: ‘Do Your Thing’
King Charles I School supported the Children in Need campaign from the 12th – 16th November
2018 by hosting a variety of house events/challenges. On Wednesday 14th November 2018
students held a cake and coffee sale for the Year 7 Settling in evening, to raise money and I would like
to say thank-you to all the parents/carers who kindly brought some cake or a drink or even both!

Macmillan Coffee Morning 2018
The Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 28th September
was once again a tremendous success. Students and staff
outdid themselves with the number of sporting themed
cakes brought to both sites which contributed to a house
cake competition as well as continuing to raise money for
three worthy charities:
• the QE Fighting Skin Cancer Appeal launched by the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham
(further information can be found at https://www.qehb.org/skincancer); and
• the Macmillan Cancer support (further information can be found at https://www.macmillan.org.uk);
• the teenage cancer trust (further information can be found at
https://www.teenagecancertrust.org.uk).
I am delighted, therefore, to report that just under £1300 was raised. Thank you for your
contributions, support and helping to make this day such a success.
On this day we once again celebrated the life of Becky Giddins. PE staff and students who knew
Becky released a scatter of red balloons into the air. The balloons huddled together as they did last
year and climbed effortlessly into a backdrop of perfect blue sky as we remembered our best times
with Becky, her friends and family. Toni Cariss head of physical education and Becky’s best friend
commented “it was perfect, the best yet”.
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Charity Events
Poppy Appeal 2018
We have had yet another fantastic Poppy Appeal raising a fantastic £435.44. We also had a fitting
remembrance service, celebrating and paying thanks to those who have risked their lives for our
Country past and present. The Royal British Legion provides lifelong support for the Armed Forces
community - serving men and women, veterans, and their families.
On 11 November 1918, the guns fell silent across Europe as the Armistice was signed and the First
World War was over. Over 1.1 million British and Commonwealth soldiers had made the ultimate
sacrifice. One hundred years later, we join together to say thank you to those who fought in battle,
worked in the factories, planted the crops, nursed the injured and cared for the children.

SENSE ‘connecting sight, sound and life’
We are continuing to support the charity SENSE, who support deaf-blind children and adults or
children with associated disabilities and their families. We have a donation wheelie bin, which is
under the covered area by the student entrance as you come into school on the Borrington Site.
Staff and students have been donating unwanted items such as clothes, shoes, handbags, bric-abrac, books and music to sell in the local SENSE charity shop. If you wish to donate any items, please
could I request that they are bagged in a plastic bag and your son/daughter can then deposit them
on the way into school?

Worcestershire Homelessness Appeal
Homelessness is a problem all year round, but especially at Christmas. This year as a school, we have
donated a variety of items to the Worcestershire Homelessness Appeal.
The 2018 Christmas Appeal was a shoebox and gift bag for adults, children and dogs. Thank-you to
all the staff, students, parents and carers who have donated items to help and support homeless
people and their pets this Christmas.
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Extra Curricular
Spring extra-curricular events
As a school we pride ourselves of giving every student the opportunity to outshine and be the best
they can. We provide a diverse range opportunities and experiences which equips and prepares
students with the social and cultural capital needed to compete. We believe it is about instilling
knowledge, sparking curiosity, building confidence and broadening horizons.
As well as an excellent set of academic qualifications, students need to be in a position to ‘outshine’
other students when applying for a college or university place, an apprenticeship or a job. They can
do this by getting involved and immersing themselves in the wide range of opportunities offered to
them at school.
During this spring term, our extra-curricular events programme will include the following:
One off academic sessions - These sessions are designed to include content that is not included on
the GCSE or A Level syllabus. They are short, focused and interesting lectures on academic content
and ideas, designed to promote engagement, curiosity and wider cultural knowledge.
Multi session projects lasting 4-5 weeks - These sessions provide students with the opportunity to
work towards a short term goal. Our multi session projects allow students to experience a variety of
different activities without signing up to attend every week for a whole term.
Weekly sessions - Our weekly sessions encompass a wide variety of subject areas ranging from maths
challenges, learning a new language, STEM activities, Duke of Edinburgh and many more.
Further information about beyond horizons and the range of other opportunities, other than extracurricular events, is available to students can be found on our website.
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Founders’ Day
Founders’ Day
On Friday the 16th November 2018 we held our annual Founders’ Day service in at St Mary’s Church
in celebration of the formation of King Charles I School. Although King Charles I gave us our charter
in 1636, the foundation was established by Thomas Blount, Lord of the Manor of Kidderminster,
some seventy years earlier. A document dated 1609 describes the origins of the school. The service
is always held on the Friday nearest to 19th November, the birthday of King Charles I. We also
welcomed civic dignitaries and other members of our local community.
It was a wonderful service led by Father Robert Legge and the Year 7 students observed the service
with impeccable behaviour. A special thanks goes to our Year 8 readers who played a significant role
in the service along with the choir and solo musical items. All students were a credit to King Charles I
School. Well done.
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Geography
Carding mill valley and Birmingham
On Monday 1st October, the first class of year 10 GCSE geography students set off on their fieldwork
trip to conduct a river study at Carding Mill Valley, Church Stretton, Shropshire. The students enjoyed
the short walk to their upper most site, located at the base of a waterfall and then continued to
carry out a series of measurements on the characteristics of the river. The students measured and
experienced a number of changes to the river down the two sites they visited on their journey down
the valley, ultimately ending with an ice cream overlooking the Shropshire countryside.
On Tuesday 2nd October, the same group went on their second day of fieldwork to investigate how
housing quality varies with distance from Birmingham’s city centre. The group started at the northern
most point of Birmingham in the wealthy area of Little Aston, before making their way south towards
Kingstanding and passing through Lozells, eventually stopping at Millennium Point in Birmingham
city centre. From here, the group visited a number of key attractions including Birmingham museum
and the mailbox, culminating in a walk through Gas Street Basin canals to see what city centre urban
living is like. The students had mixed views of where they liked best and why.
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History
Harvington Hall
On the 13th and 14th September, Y11 history students visited Harvington Hall. The visit was to
support work undertaken as part of a site study project, which will form part of their final GCSE
examination in the summer. The house was originally a medieval manor house, but was transformed
into a much grander building by Humphrey Pakington in the sixteenth century. During the
Elizabethan period, the house became a centre for Catholic recusancy; it is also one of the few houses
in the country to contain priest hides. These were of particular interest to the students who visited,
having the opportunity to enter one of them. Overall, the visit gave them a much better insight into
the history and significance of the hall. A big thank to each of the guides who volunteered to show
us around and share their knowledge.

Year 11 Trip to Berlin October 17th – 21st 2018
During October the History Department took 44 Year 11 students to Berlin to see first-hand key sites
involved in their GCSE topic Living under Nazi Rule. After a 16 hour bus ride we arrived in the centre
of Berlin and after checking into our hotel, had a two our guided walking tour of Berlin taking in key
sites such as the Reichstag, the Jewish holocaust memorial, the Brandenburg Gate and the Berlin
Wall. After this the students experienced a guided underground tour of a surviving World War Two
air raid shelter.
On the second day the students were taken to the Topography of Terror museum, which is dedicated
to the people persecuted under Nazi rule in Germany and was a very important educational
opportunity, as part of the GCSE course covers this. After the museum, we arrived at Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp, which is around an hour outside Berlin. We had a guided tour around the
camp seeing the conditions that the prisoners were kept in and the methods of control used by the
SS guards. To end the second day, the students were taken up the 368m TV Tower that provided
panoramic views of Berlin at night.
On our final day in Berlin the students were taken to Berlin Zoo which had a large variety of animals
for the students to see. This was followed by a quick meal and the return 16 hour journey to
Kidderminster, arriving back late on Sunday morning.
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History
WW1 Visit to Belgium and France
Day One
By 11:30am, we were in France and heading for our first destination at the Talbot House Museum
in Poperinge, Belgium after a very early start. Here, students were able to see first-hand where the
soldiers spent their downtime in the First World War. After stopping here, we had a quick walk round
the town and awaited the arrival of the bus back to our accommodation in Ypres. Later on that day,
we were able to visit the excellent Flanders Field Museum in the centre of Ypres. Here, students were
able to see exactly what happened in the several battles that took place in and around Ypres by
looking at artefacts, films and maps. This is an excellent museum, and the students really seemed to
be moved by what they had experienced. To finish off the evening, we witnessed the last post at the
Menin Gate, which has been held every evening since November 1929.
Day Two
There was an early start on the second day with breakfast at 7am! By 8:30, we were back on the bus
ready for the day ahead. We were joined by an excellent specialist guide who showed us round the
excellent Passchendaele museum and recreated trench system, Hooge Crater, Hill 60 and the German
Langermark cemetary. After this, we had the chance to visit a theatre production of Journeys End,
which was in Ypres at the time, which turned out to be a fantastic show.
Day Three
On the third and final day, we were all fed, packed lunches were collect and back on the bus by 9am.
On the way back to Calais we visited Newfoundland Park, a memorial for Canadian soldiers, Thiepval
Memorial to the Missing, which is a war memorial for over 72,000 people, and we finished with
Lochnagar Mine Crater. Once this was done, we headed home and were back in Kidderminster for
10pm.
All students on the trip were a credit to the school, and behaved fantastically. It seems they all
enjoyed as well which is the main thing. Well done Year 9!
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House Events
House Events
House competitions are back underway this year with several events taking place that have allowed
students to earn points for their house. The first event of the year coincided with MacMillan Coffee
Morning. Every student that brought in a cake received 25 house points and bonus points were
awarded for the three best cakes on each site. Congratulations to Tia Berisford (7B2) and Hannah
Partington (10Q3) for their winning entries. Thank you to all those who brought in a cake as it was for
an excellent cause.
This term we have run competitive tournaments for football, netball and handball. These have all
taken place after school in a tournament format and the students have relished the competitive
nature of playing several games in an evening. The quality of the matches has been very high and
there has been several tight finishes and last minute winners across the fixtures. Special mention
must go to the Year 10 Blounts football team, who managed to win their fixtures by a combined
score of 11-2. Across the events and year groups, over 180 students have competed and we hope this
continues to increase as different competitions and sports are introduced throughout the year.
There have also been several events focussed on more creative and academic skills this term. The
Sixth Form run weekly quiz competitions on a variety of topics and there are regular creative writing
competitions run by the library. Standalone competitions have also taken place during Children in
Need week, photography competitions and quizzes during tutorial on topics such as the Houses of
Parliament.
All the results, coupled with students net reward and behaviour points, contribute towards the
overall house totals. Queens hold a very slender lead with Blounts narrowly behind. With the houses
so closely bunched together, all is possible in the Spring term where a variety of new events will be
taking place. We strongly encourage all students to take part in the range of activities on offer and
we are more than happy to put events on if enough students want to take part.
Good luck to all houses in the Spring Term!
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Library
Author Visit by Rhian Ivory
Year 7 and Year 8 enjoyed a fantastic visit from Rhian Ivory on 23rd November 2018. Rhian is currently
writing her ninth book (a career that began as part of her lesson planning as an English teacher) and
has been nominated for several awards. Her novel ‘The Boy Who drew the Future’ was nominated for
the Carnegie Award in 2017 and several students purchased signed copies from Rhian during the day.
Rhian’s talks focused on her journey from full-time teacher to writer, including fascinating details of
her own research. Students were particularly intrigued by her story about a ghostly encounter during
a visit to the ‘Corpse Tunnels’ in a former workhouse…
Rhian also delivered two workshops during the day in which students began creating their own
fictional characters. Rhian shared details of her own planning methods with the students who will
be able to apply these to their own writing; she also revealed that ‘The Boy who Drew the Future’ was
re-drafted seventeen times!
Rhian made such a good impression on the Year 7 students, that we found ourselves having to turn
away keen writers from a very full workshop. We look forward to inviting Rhian to visit us again in the
future.
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Library
Visit by Writer William Gallagher to Hillgrove, Monday October 22nd
BBC script writer, author of non-fiction books and freelance journalist, William Gallagher visited
Hillgrove to work with groups of Year 9 and Year 10 students.
The day began with a talk in the hall to Year 9 in which William shared some of his experiences and
struggles as an aspiring writer. He encouraged the students to strive for their goals and ambitions, no
matter what challenges they may have to overcome.
Following this, a group of Year 9 students attended a writing workshop in which they thoroughly
enjoyed producing scripts, working both as individuals and as a team. They worked on making the
dialogue sound realistic as well as considering the sub-text that all scriptwriters and playwrights
must write into their character’s lines in the absence of description. The session finished with
students reading the scripts aloud to the group and discussing what we learned about the
characters.
Two further workshops followed, including students from Year 9 and Year 10, in which the focus
was journalistic writing. William talked the students through the essential processes of writing a
newspaper article, then gave them very short time slots in which to write news stories and headlines
(to reflect the pressures experienced by real-life news journalists). He demonstrated the attention to
detail that is required, as well as exact language choices. Students enjoyed writing a story about a
visiting author who was a terrible person and an awful writer! Some of the work however, did prompt
a discussion about the difference between slander and libel!
William thoroughly enjoyed working with all our students saying, “I expected them to be good but
I also assumed that because of their age they would be much more inhibited. So to have wit and
speed and clear talent was joyous.”
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MFL
Cologne 2018
87 Year 8 students – and some Sixth Form students - were lucky enough to enjoy a Christmas
weekend in Cologne. Students and teachers had a fantastic time experiencing the festive atmosphere
of the German Christmas markets and sampling all the delicious food you can buy there! Highlights
included visits to Cologne cathedral, ice-skating, shopping in two Christmas markets and in city
centre. Our students particularly enjoyed putting a lock on the bridge over the Rhine, as is the
tradition. On Saturday we spent the day at Fantasialand, an award-winning theme park and everyone
had an amazing time! Our journey home took us through five countries and was topped off by a visit
to a chocolate factory/shop in Belgium. Students were a credit to King Charles I School.
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P.E
Cross Country
On a cold Friday afternoon at the Wyre Forest
visitors centre, 50 King Charles I School students
attended the Cross Country event. Well done to
everyone who competed and congratulations
to the following students who have gone
through to represent the Wyre Forest in the
County School Games.
Year 7- Lola Morris & Fraser Thomson
Year 8/9- Ella Vaux-Harvey, Cameron BushellBurrows, Mason Hall & Tom Price.
Year 10/11- Jorja Hope

Fixtures update
Year 9 Football
Only played one game so far this year. In the county cup against Woodrush. Unfortunately, we lost
3-2. However the boys showed a great attitude and will to win.
Year 10 Football
County cup game against last year’s winners, Pershore High. The boys worked hard and stayed in the
game for a long period time, however we ran out of steam and ended up losing 7-1. Owen Conlon
was player of the match.
Under 14 Basketball.
A strong start to the season, playing against Baxter and beating them 64-14. Great team
performance, with Ty Ahmed claiming player of the match.
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P.E
Girls’ Football Festival
14 schools from across Worcestershire travelled
to King Charles I School to take part in a Girls’
Participation Football Festival. In total, 129 girls
attended the festival taking part in a variety of
skill and game based activities.
The activities were superbly led by 20 King
Charles I School leaders who have all trained
in our leadership academy. In support of the
event, 5 local club coaches attended the festival
and praised the leaders for their high quality
coaching. The event was a huge success and we
congratulate all attendees.

U16 Girls’ Football
The U16 girls took part in a hard fought cup match against Trinity School, Redditch. The girls played
some excellent football consistently putting pressure on Trinity’s midfield. We opened the scoring with
a controlled finish from Calli.
Calli neatly putting away a rebound from Isobelle’s long range shot that hit the post. However, Trinity
soon put us to a draw following a counter attack. The game continued goal for goal and it looked like it
would end 5-4 to Trinity. Libby showed true grit and determination throughout the last few minutes of
the game scoring the final goal in her hatrick with a brilliant shot from the floor.
In goal, Emily stood proud throughout the penalty shootout making a number of great saves.
Following a few saved penalties from both teams King Charles I School were unable to put away their
final opportunity and Trinity took the win taking them through to the Quarter Finals. We look forward
to next year where we aim to make it through to the Worcestershire Schools Cup Final once again.
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P.E
Health and Wellbeing

KS2 Cross Country
On Friday 5th October, 16 students from King
Charles I School supported at the KS2 Cross
Country festival held at the Borrington site.
Over 120 students took part in the event. The
top 5 from each school will attend the KS2
event at St. Anne’s Primary School on Friday
16th November. Well done to all involved!

Did you know only 21% of boys and 16%
of girls meet the guidelines of at least one
hour of activity per day. King Charles I School
have launched a Health and Wellbeing club
on a Tuesday afterschool to increase the
participation levels in alternative, fun activities.
Here are the girls taking part in a Clubbercise
session last term. Anyone welcome!

Health and Wellbeing Club

Sainsbury’s School Games Mark 2018
King Charles I School has been upgraded to
a silver award following a recent validation
visit. This award reflects the hard work and
dedication of all of the students participating in
extra-curricular clubs, competitions, leadership
opportunities and regional sporting events. The
verifier highlighted that PE provision at King
Charles I School is excellent and offers a strong
sports programme to all categories of students.

King Charles I School is introducing a new
Health and Well Being club. Health and wellbeing is about having a sound state of mind
and body; physically, mentally and socially.
Recent statistics show that only 21% of boys
and 16% of girls aged 5-15 meet the guidelines
of at least one hour of moderately intensive
activity per day. Therefore, regular physical
activity is one of the most important things you
can do for your health. It improves your mood,
thinking, mental health and learning.
The aim of this club is for students to broaden
their horizons whilst increasing participation in
physical activity across the school. Each week
a different and fun physical activity to focus on
Health and Well-Being, for example: Clubbercise
or yoga! This club is an enjoyable way of being
active with your friends whilst gaining both
physical and mental benefits.

We thank all students who have contributed
to school sport and hope that this continues
throughout this academic year.

Leadership – Tag Rugby
On 19th October, over 110 students from local
primary schools attended a tag rugby festival
held by Haybridge and King Charles I School
at the Carolians RFU. During the Festival, 16
students from King Charles I School had roles
such as; leading warm ups, drills, refereeing
games and scoring. Well done to all involved!
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P.E
Trampolining
Fifteen King Charles I School students attended the Worcestershire schools Trampolining competition
at Kingsley in Redditch. The highlight of the day was Daisy Mawby achieving gold in the intermediate
competition. Well done to the Beginners and the Intermediates who came 2nd in the team competition.

Netball results
On 18th October Year 7 played their first netball match of the academic year against Haybridge. The
final score was King Charles I School 0 - Haybridge 10. The Umpires Player was Lola Morris and Players
Player was Charlotte Parker. Well done Year 7’s a great effort in the first game.
On 25th October Year 7 played Baxter. This was a great game, which ended up very close. The final
score was King Charles I School 4 Baxter 3. The Umpires player was Natasha Parker and the players
player was Emily Hodges. A great result. Well done!
On 8th November Year 7 played against Bewdley. This was a fantastic game; the final score was King
Charles I School 3 Bewdley 0. A very strong defence throughout the whole game. The Umpires player
was Charlotte Parker and Players player was Lola Morris.
On Thursday 22nd November 2018. The King Charles I School Year 7 netball team played against
Wolverley it was bitterly cold but it was a fantastic game. King Charles I School won 4-0. The Umpires
player was Natasha Parker and Players player was Lola Morris.
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P.E
Summer School Games
Year 8’s first game was against Haybridge High school on the 18th October 2018. Unfortunately,
King Charles I School was not able to win with a final score of 5-12, however the team players tried
their best and persevered until the final whistle. Chantelle Robinson received the Umpires player
and Players player was Hollie Davies. Although King Charles I School did not win, this was still
a success to the team as they worked exceptionally well together.
On October 25th, Year 8 played against Baxter College. This was a great game; however, there
were a few improvements that could be made. At the end of the first quarter, some changes were
made to the team and they went on to show great effort and determination and scored a goal.
The end score was King Charles I School 1 - Baxter 8. Umpires player was Chantelle Robinson and
Players player was Gabriella Suesse.
Year 8 played against Bewdley on November 8th. This match was extremely close with Bewdley
finishing on 3 and King Charles I School scoring 1. During this game, the netball team not only
worked well together but there were also two players who shone throughout the game. The umpire’s player was Laila Sedgeley and the players player was Chantelle Robinson.
Year 8’s game against Wolverley on the 22nd of November was one of their best so far. Although
it was bitterly cold and the ground was extremely slippery, The King Charles I School girls
worked particularly well and scored two goals. Even though the final score, King Charles I School
2 - Wolverley 4, shows that King Charles I School did not win, it also shows that the team has greatly improved over the course of just four matches. If the team keep training, continue to work
hard and persevere, it will result in King Charles I School winning and achieving great things. The
Umpires player was Andreea Dinica and Players player was Hollie Davies.
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Remembrance
Remembrance Week and assembly
During the week of Remembrance, we placed 10-seated silhouettes around the Borrington site,
which were a commemorative installation to the fallen of the First World War, as part of a project by
the charity Remembered called “There but Not There”.
On 11 November 1918, the guns fell silent across Europe as the Armistice was signed and the First
World War was over. Over 1.1 million British and Commonwealth soldiers had made the ultimate
sacrifice. One hundred years later, we join together to say thank you to those who fought in battle,
worked in the factories, planted the crops, nursed the injured and cared for the children.

Science
Astronaut - Winston Scott
It was a great privilege to hear Winston Scott talk about how he went from the Navy to becoming
a NASA astronaut. He spoke to students about his space missions and how simple things on Earth
become so difficult in zero gravity. He explained about his experiments conducted in space on lab
mice and if living in zero gravity affects their maternal instinct….it doesn’t. No matter how stressed
the mother mice was she still looked after her babies. He talked about what a typical day in space
was like and the kinds of things he missed on Earth (mainly gravity and cheeseburgers!) There were
some excellent questions from students and their behaviour was outstanding throughout.

Birmingham University
On the 16th October, A Level Chemistry students attended a lecture at Birmingham University to
discover more about Uranium and whether the chemistry of the element matches with the public
perception. Is Uranium the Boogieman of the periodic table?

Malvern festival
Students attending the Malvern Festival of Innovation on Tuesday 9th October 2018 were inspired
to watch and take part in a diverse range of science and engineering demonstrations and activities.
Students particularly enjoyed Periodic Table Scrabble and trying to land an aeroplane on the flight
simulator experience. Students then listened to a talk by the young female engineer of the year
2017, Dr Ozak Esu. Her speech was informative and inspirational and demonstrated that, if you are
willing to put the effort in, you can become anything you want to be. Finally, we were treated to
a stimulating experience in The Institute of Physics’ space dome to learn about the universe and
everything in it.
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Shire Catering
Shire Catering
We have had an excellent term at King Charles I School and we want to continue to improve and
develop our service for all students.
Some of the ways we are doing that are:

• Our products comply with healthy eating
• Our meat products are UK Foodhall. The UK Foodhall is dedicated to producing tasty, assured
British frozen food. We innovate for Schools, always keeping the healthy option at the forefront of
development.
• Where possible we source all products locally.
• All of our burgers and sausages come from a Butchers in Ludlow. We as a company feel that they are
a better quality product.
• The Chicken Epic Burgers are breaded and cut from a chicken breast.
• The flapjack, shortbread, muffins and cookies are all made fresh on site and the doughnuts are oven
baked.
• We only use free range eggs.
• We use Red Tractor chicken which guarantees safe, quality chicken which meets animal welfare
standards.
• All fish used on our menus are Marine Stewardship certified (MSC).
• Fresh vegetables are on offer everyday which are supplied locally by Grinnalls.
• Fresh fruit and mixed fruit pots are available every day at break and lunchtime.
• We only fry once a week and that is for chips on a Friday, everything else is oven baked.
• We use Bidfood, Theo’s, Little Food Company and Grinnall’s as a supplier.
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Shire Catering
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Transition
We have had a busy term working with our local primary schools, hosting a Year 6 historical day at
the start of September, where we invited all our feeder schools to enjoy a medieval trip back in time
with the English Historical Society.
We have also hosted a Sherlock Holmes creative writing and forensic science event for Year 5
students and an incredibly competitive maths challenge in December. We will continue to work
closely with our Primary schools and we are already looking forward to our Transition week, which
runs from the 1st – 5th July 2019 for all students who have been successful at gaining a place at King
Charles I School.
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Tree of Thanks
We are very proud of how polite and courteous our students are and we constantly remind all our
students how important it is to say ‘please’ and ‘thank-you’. In PSHE lessons we have been looking at
reasons for being grateful and showing appreciation for possessions students have, the education
they have access to and the people who help and support them. Students have written a note of
thanks which have been placed on the ‘Tree of Thanks’. The messages have been lovely.
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White Ribbon Campaign

Our community ambassadors once again promoted the annual White Ribbon campaign to raise
awareness of domestic abuse and violence against women and girls. As a school we are standing
together and saying No to domestic abuse of all kinds. If you are worried and want more help or
information you can call Childline on 08001111 or visit www.childline.org.uk/www.thehideout.org.uk
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