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Headteacher 
Summer Statement  
As I approach the end of my fifth year as headteacher at King Charles I 
School I have been reflecting on the changes over that time. The school 
has continued to go from strength to strength and is now more popular 
than ever. We are looking forward to welcoming our largest ever Year 7 
cohort and an increasing number of students in the sixth form. Our 2018 
GCSE results placed us as the best school in the Wyre Forest and sixth 
best of all the secondary schools in Worcestershire. This represents a 
dramatic change from 2014 when we came twenty-first in Worcestershire. 

As I write this we are in the countdown to the end of the term and this school year. As always so 
much has happened and I hope that the newsletter produced each term has kept you up to date 
with the many events and successes of the year. 

There are four members of staff who will be leaving us at the end of term: Mr Conquest (teacher 
of English), Mrs Henderson (teacher of music), Mrs Martindale (teacher of MFL) and Ms Masters 
(teacher of English). I would like to take this opportunity to say thank-you and wish them all 
every happiness and success in the future. 

The new term will see us welcome three new members of staff: Mrs Evans (teacher of MFL), Ms 
Keogh (teacher of English) and Miss King (teacher of English). I am delighted these members 
of staff have chosen to work at King Charles I School as I am very confident they will contribute 
significantly to the school’s improvement journey.

The school will close for students at 12.20 on Friday 19th July. The school will re-open on 
Wednesday 4th September at 8.40am for all students in next year’s Years 7 and 12 and on 
Thursday 5th September at 8.40am for all students in next year’s Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13.

I wish you all a very happy summer break. I close by saying thank-you to the students and staff 
for all their many contributions to the life of the school this year and to the parents/carers for all 
their support of the school. 

Stephen Brownlow

Head Teacher
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Year 7 
Ethan Everett: History, RE and Maths

Hannah Phillpots: German and Product Design

Year 8
Gemma Lavelle: PE

Jake Turvey: Maths

Poppy Abel: Product Design

Year 9 
Charlotte Lawton: Music, French and German

James Anderson: RE and Maths

Year 10 
Arron Hackett: Product Design

Rosie Chadwick: French and German

Year 12
Adam Turley: Maths and Geography

Kirsty Massey: History and HSC

Molly Thompson: Art and RE

Year 7
Chola Mpundu: PE and Geography
Lauren Chadwick: French and German 

Year 8
Daniel Raxter: Maths and RE

Tilly Roberts: Music

Andreea Milea: French and German

Year 9
Megan Eastwood: Geography

Year 10
Rosie Chadwick: RE, French and German

Victoria Staples: Maths

Year 12
Adam Turley: Further Maths and Geography

Each half term a number of  
students are awarded the 
headteacher award for 
nominations from several subjects 
for effort, outstanding work and 
resilience.
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Headteacher Awards Activities Week

King Charles I School took over one hundred students 
from Years 8 and 9 for the day during activities week. 
All the keen thrill seekers scaled the heights and those 
students not afraid to get wet, set off for the log flume. 
We had great weather, great rides and great fun!

Years 7, 8 and 9 students completed an art workshop exploring the idea of a journey 
through an urban space. Responding to the relief sculptures of Frank Stella, students 
explored how using abstracted mark making and colour could suggest movement, 
mood and sounds. This formed a background for their figures, which were packed 
with bold, graphic shapes and signage that are typically encountered in an urban 
setting.

Alton Towers

Art Workshop
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Activities Week

On Wednesday 3rd July, Year 7 received a visit from Carnegie nominated author 
Helen Watts. Helen talked to the students about the inspiration behind her novel 
‘One Day in Oradour’ that tells the tragic tale of a French village, Oradour-sur-Glane, 
which was destroyed during World War 2. The story is told through the eyes of the 
only child to survive that day in 1944. Helen’s presentation was accompanied by 
pictures of the village as it is now, preserved as a monument to the dead. Helen read 
a section of her book to a hushed hall, hopefully inspiring many students to go on 
and read the whole novel. She also talked about the writing process giving students 
three main tips: read every day; write every day; go outside every day. 

During the workshops that followed, students enjoyed writing creatively under 
Helen’s guidance. Helen was very impressed with the behaviour, attitude and 
creativity of all the students she worked with – well done Year 7.

Author Visit by Helen Watts

Activities Week

On Monday 1st July to Wednesday 3rd July, forty six Year 7 students went to 
Blackwell Court. They took part in a range of activities: 3G swing, team challenge, 
fan descender, tree climb, caving, tree trek, giant’s ladder, zip wire, swimming, 
abseiling, archery and rock climbing. All students thoroughly enjoyed each activity 
as they had the opportunity to overcome challenges. The experience of glamping 
was also a great success. A huge thanks to all students and staff that came along. A 
very successful trip! 

Blackwell Adventure Centre
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Activities Week

On Thursday 4th July, forty six Years 7, 8 and 9 
students visited Bristol Zoo as part of activities 
week. We were incredibly lucky to have a beautiful 
sunny day for our visit and students enjoyed 
looking at the various animals and attending the 
timetabled talks and feeding sessions. Particular 
favourites were the gorillas, the meerkats and the 
reptile demonstrations where some lucky students 
were able to handle some of the snakes.

Cyber security is a growing area of national concern, and we at King Charles I 
School have been delivering lessons surrounding cyber security for some time now. 
Approximately eighty students across Years 7 to 9 were involved in the security 
workshop on Thursday 4th July which has been created by the National Cyber 
Security Centre (NCSC). Students had one hour to complete a variety of challenges 
including cracking passwords, deciphering encrypted messages and pin number 
hacking. Mr Mander and Mr Yarwood-Smith were incredibly impressed with the 
problem solving skills demonstrated by all students throughout the day and how 
much they recalled from their learning in lessons.

Our challenge winners were:

Year 7 – Shayne-Lee Buckley (7Q1) & Jazz Watkins (7B2)

Year 8 – Connor Ireland (8B1) & Will Vickers-Ward (8B1)

Year 9 – Aaron Worton (9Q2) & George Scott (9C2)

From September we will be entering the Cyber Discovery competition. Watch this 
space if you would like to be involved! 

Bristol Zoo

Cyber Security

Activities Week

An outstanding summer day saw one hundred and sixty students and twelve staff 
head to the rides and rollercoasters that Drayton Manor had to offer. Students 
conduct and behaviour was exemplary. A special mention goes to Mr Osbourne who 
proved his ‘thrill seeker’ status.

On Monday 1st July Year 7 students looked at the effects of playing computer 
games on players. They looked at the tricks and tips which designers use to make 
computer games engaging and attractive and how they make users want to play 
again and again. It is not just by luck that computer games developers create games 
which attract large audiences and make a lot of money – it is down to the science 
behind how our brain is stimulated! One student commented “This session was really 
interesting, I cannot believe that computer games rely on the science behind how 
our brain works! I thought games were successful due to preference”.

Drayton Manor

Gaming
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Activities Week

As part of activities week, our Year 7 students took part in a problem-solving event 
run by the Happy Puzzle Company.  It was a highly successful event where each 
student had to work as part of a team to solve a series of mathematical puzzles. 
Students were taken out of their comfort zone and faced challenges which required 
logical thinking, resilience, and outside the box thinking. 

The puzzles consisted of challenges such as balancing penguins on a wobbly 
iceberg.  One student said “I thought it would be easy but it is much harder than it 
looks”.

Although many of the students thought this would be easy this proved to be the 
most challenging of the puzzles. This ‘ice-breaker’ encouraged students to realise 
they would need to work as a team to be successful.  “We needed to work as a team 
to be able to complete the puzzle. Initially we were all just trying to do it at the same 
time and getting in each other’s way”. 

The puzzles that followed included the students completing a road circuit with 
twenty tiles which had no dead-ends or no incomplete roads and having to 
complete a puzzle by fitting tiles together to completely fill a board with no tiles of 
the same colour touching.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed the challenges and encouraged competition to be 
the fastest to complete each puzzle.  The tasks encouraged students to consider 
how to work as a team successfully and many improved as the tasks went on.  

“The puzzles were fun and I enjoyed the challenges although they were hard”.

“I just didn’t like not being able to get the puzzles done before other groups”.

“I found working as part of a team a challenge initially but by the end we were doing 
the puzzles faster as we were not making the same mistakes”.

Happy Puzzle Day 

Activities Week

It was a busy week at King Charles I School during activities week and it was a 
great opportunity for Year 7 and 9 students to explore how to keep themselves 
healthy and how to eat healthily. Within the food department, students completed a 
range of activities exploring healthy eating. We conducted some blind taste testing 
of wholemeal foods versus white foods to see if the students could actually tell 
the difference as well as trying to encourage them to consume more fibre. Some 
students had the opportunity to taste super foods with ‘Quorn’ pieces being easily 
the favourite, rehydrated soya chunks on the other hand were not as popular. The 
dangers of energy drinks were researched and the students investigated how much 
sugar is in breakfast cereals with ‘Frosties’ being one of the worst offenders. 

For advice on healthy eating visit the NHS change4life website.

Healthy Eating
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Activities Week

On Monday 1st July one hundred and thirty Year 9 students attended Keele 
University in order to introduce them to what university life might be like. Whilst 
there, the students were given a tour of the campus and were shown some of the 
great resources the university has to offer. They also took part in several workshops 
designed to help students decide on appropriate career paths for the future as 
well give them a taste of the different degree course available. The university runs 
regular open days for students interested in higher education and our students were 
encouraged to visit again with parents and carers in the future.

As part of our activities week students from Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in a music 
workshop which focused on equality. Students worked together to write their 
own lyrics, chord pattern and riff for a rap under the heading ‘same but different’. 
Students composed raps which touched upon an array of topics including 
nationality/languages, bullying and LGBT to name but a few. Students finished each 
session by performing their rap to other students. Some excellent outcomes were 
achieved by very thoughtful and talented students!

On Friday 5th July ‘Loudmouth Education and Training 
Theatre Company’ joined us on the Hillgrove Site to 
deliver a workshop to all Years 7 and 8 students entitled 
‘Bully 4 U’. The company used well researched drama 
with relevant, engaging content to bring to life the 
issues students can face in their lifetime. The students 
were given the opportunity to engage in discussion 
around cyberbullying and its impact, in addition to how 
stereotypes based on sex, gender, race, religion, sexual 
orientation or disability can cause damage.  Students 
were taken through safeguarding procedures at school 
and reminded about where to access support during the 
holiday period. 

Keele University

Music Workshops

PSHE Bully 4 U

Activities Week

Twenty students took a trip to Boulder Central for a day of rock climbing.

Most students had climbed before but few had done sport climbing. This activity is a 
cross between traditional rock climbing and ballet.

After a warm up, they were split into groups and were sent to different areas of the 
centre; one group went to the “Wall”, another to the “Pillars” and the third to the 
“Cave”. Each area offers a different style of climbing, and the students got into it 
with gusto!

After they had switched around (and by this time they were getting quite tired) we 
had a quick break before playing a speed climb game that involved playing a version 
of Tig.

After another break and then it was time for home.

The feedback from the students was that it was a great day….they would have liked 
to have done more climbing.

Rock Climbing
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Activities Week

Activities week was packed full of sporting competitions this year.  The team 
events kicked off on Tuesday 2nd July where students competed in either rounders, 
handball or football. All winning teams took home points for their house. 

The track events took place on Friday 5th July where students competed in the 
more traditional events such as 100m, 200m, 800m and relays. Congratulations 
to all students who took part; there were some excellent races and some great 
sportsmanship was shown. 

Well done to QUEENS for winning the overall Sports Day trophy. 

King Charles I School put on a carousel of command tasks for sixty Year 9 students. 
These were challenging and physical problem solving tasks to encourage team work 
and communication skills. Tasks included tent building, spider’s web and swamp 
crossing. It was great to see who the natural leaders were.

Sports Day

Year 9 Combined Cadet Force

Activities Week

Seventy of our Year 9 students took part in the Energy Quest workshop. The 
workshop involved investigating ways of storing and conserving fuel and the 
students have been given the opportunity to take part in a nationwide competition 
which involves designing the best method to do this.  
 
“It was a really enjoyable activity and I was surprised about how much fuel can be 
consumed”.

Axiom Training came in and did a first aid session with all the year group, which 
ran throughout the day. They walked away with a better knowledge of CPR, chest 
compressions and how to stay safe and what to do in an emergency. They got hands 
on with the life saving techniques. A well liked and potentially life-saving activity.  
 
“I really enjoyed doing the practical techniques of CPR. I didn’t realise it was so 
tiring”.

The police came in for a day and talked to students about on-line safety, knife crime 
and drugs. They gave a really good presentation of the dangers with excellent 
advice given. All students walked away with more awareness and understanding of 
the dangers that are around you on a daily basis, on and off the web!

Year 8 students were welcomed onto the Hillgrove site for Activities week. During 
the week, students familiarised themselves with their new surroundings, met their 
new teachers and engaged in various activities. We look forward to the positive 
starts they will make to their examination courses and their contribution to wider 
school life. 

Year 9 Energy Quest

Year 7 First Aid

Year 7 Staying Safe

Year 8 Transition to the Hillgrove Site
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Art 
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Art Shows

During the summer term, both GCSE and A level art students were working hard 
to produce producing final pieces for their exam themes. Year 11 students were 
working to the theme of reflections, whilst Year 13 students grappled with the 
theme of similarities/differences. Final pieces, along with their coursework and 
preparation work, were exhibited on the Hillgrove Site in June. The art department 
would like to wish all students every success as they move on to further studies and 
opportunities, either at King Charles I School or elsewhere.

Behaviour

At King Charles I School we expect high standards of behaviour. We encourage students to take 
responsibility for their own actions, both in and out of the school, and to consider their impact 
on others. Students need to have a positive and orderly environment in which they can achieve 
success. This year we have continued to see a reduction in low-level disruption within the 
classroom. Therefore, teachers can teach more effectively and students can learn in a calm and 
purposeful environment. 

Why is good behaviour so important?
• Students are potentially losing up to an hour of learning each day in English schools because 
of low level disruption in classrooms. This is equivalent to 38 days of teaching lost per year.

• Recent government research discovered that low level disruption was the most commonly 
recorded and reported behaviour concern in schools in the United Kingdom.  

• Surveys of children and young people have shown that they see behaviour in their schools as 
generally good but a majority state that there is disruption to their learning.

At King Charles I School we expect all students to:

• Arrive to school and lessons punctually and ready to learn 
• Maintain a clear focus on learning 
• Wear the correct school uniform correctly
• Ensure they are properly equipped  
• Complete homework to deadline and to a good standard 

Students need to know and understand the boundaries of behaviour within which they 
can act. If they stray away from these boundaries, the school will respond with appropriate 
consequences. The behaviour of our students in lessons is now excellent and we feel the calm 
and purposeful atmosphere maximises their learning potential. We have slightly updated our 
consequence system for 2019/20 to respond to the continued high expectations we have of 
behaviour at King Charles I School. The changes from September are:

1. The timings for C2/C3 detentions and use of the isolation room have been slightly shortened.

• C2 detentions will start at 2.55pm and finish 3.35pm.
• C3 detentions will start at 2.55pm and finish at 4.15pm.
• Isolation will finish at 4.15pm.

2. The ‘Student Code of Conduct’ has been updated to clarify our expectations and explain how 
all students can be polite, respectful and well mannered. 

17



Behaviour Behaviour 

3. The ‘Stationery and Equipment for Lessons’ section has been updated to explain that 
all students will be provided with their first glue stick. Students should supply their own 
thereafter. We want all students to be organised so that teachers do not waste time handing 
equipment out and learning time can be maximised.
4. We would like to improve the punctuality to school and to lessons, of some of our students.  
Every second is precious. Students should turn up to lessons on time. If they are two minutes 
late to each lesson every day that equates to 50 minutes per week and over 32 hours per 
academic year. A C2 detention will be issued to a student for the first late mark to school or 
lessons without a medical note or note from a parent/carer. For the second late mark to school 
or lessons without a medical note or note from a parent/carer, a C3 will be issued. For further 
lateness to school or a lesson during the same a week, a day in isolation will be issued to the 
student. 
5. There is a new section ‘Outside of School’ to explain the importance of homework and the 
negative influence of social media.

We would like excellence to become a habit for each and every one of our students. We have 
introduced the behaviour pyramid as we work together to develop each student’s character.
 

Finally, I’d like to share a comment from a local resident, who wrote to us recently regarding 
the behaviour of our students: 

‘I’m a resident living on Somerleyton Avenue. Your students walk past my house daily. Often I 
am trying to get off my drive as they are making their way to and from school. I just wanted to 
message to say how I am always impressed at how many of them offer to let me out first or, 
when I let them out, they smile and give a wave of thanks. I know how you value good manners 
and behaviour and so just wanted to let you know of these examples - it’s lovely to see.’

Thank you for all of your support this year. Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing 
you all in the new term!
Mr Gibson
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Careers

On Thursday 27th June, we held a careers fair for our Years 7 and 8 students. 
We had fifteen different stalls including the C0-OP, Hogarths, HOW College, 
Kidderminster College, Apprenticeship advisors, Amada and other local employers 
and colleges.

Students were very engaged and asked lots of questions! 

The feedback from students was very positive:

“It is interesting to learn about the things you could end up doing in the future”.

“I think it was good because I learned about many new things”.

“I enjoyed the fair as it helped me know how I can achieve my goal”.

“Showed me how to take my next step towards getting my ideal job”.

20

Careers Fair

Catering

Chateau Impney

The Years 9 and 10 hospitality and catering students had the fantastic opportunity 
this half term to visit the Chateau Impney Hotel and Conference Centre in Droitwich.
The visit was funded by the King Charles I School Appeal trust. The students met 
the executive head chef and had a tour of the hotel kitchens; they toured the 
conference and exhibition facilities with the events manager and got the chance to 
look at the most expensive hotel rooms with the head of housekeeping. Finally, the 
students finished off the day with a two-course meal in one of the hotel’s private 
suites and watched a helicopter landing, bringing guests for a spot of lunch. 

21



CCF

King Charles I School Combined Cadet Force had a tough but fun week at 
Longmoor Training Camp. The week was packed with military activities which 
included field craft and shooting stands. It was one of the best camps we have 
attended in the last 10 years. One particular highlight was the attacking and clearing 
of buildings in a simulated village. There was a lot of adrenaline pumping and rounds 
shot that day! It was a great experience for our cadets, taking away some valuable 
tips and important life skills! We also made some great new friends from other 
contingents, who we are hoping to work with again in near future. The cadets, once 
again, excelled and were highly praised by all army staff every day. 

Well done! 

Combined Cadet Force Central Camp

22

CCF

Forces Flag Ceremony

As the Captain of the King Charles I School Combined Cadet Force I attended a 
ceremony at Kidderminster Town Hall and marched through the town to celebrate 
the Armed Forces, past and present. The ceremony even included a fly over, which 
was a special moment on such a clear day. 

Capt R Marrett
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Charity Events

This year has been another successful year of contributing to charities that we hold 
very close to our hearts. It really has been an excellent effort by our students, staff 
and parents/carers. Every year we will continue to raise money for a number of 
excellent causes including cancer related charities as these hold poignant reminders 
of close friends, family and students. 

The Sixth Form charities committee has been active in supporting charity 
events, which go from strength to strength and our prefects and school council 
representatives have made significant contributions to the organisation and running 
of the events. The year has culminated in the whole school taking part in the race 
for life in aid of Cancer Research UK. 

This year, the charities have included:

 • QE Fighting Skin Cancer Appeal (further information can be found at  
    www.qehb.org/skincancer)

• Macmillan Cancer Support  (further information can be found at  
   www.macmillan.org.uk)

• Teenage Cancer Trust (further information can be found at  
   www.teenagecancertrust.org.uk)
 
• Birmingham Children’s Hospital (further information can be found at  
   www.bwc.nhs.uk )

• Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer Trust (further information can be found at  
   www.gkcct.org)

• Cancer Research UK (further information can be found at  
   www.cancerresearchuk.org)

• Crackerjacks Charity (further information can be found at  
   www.crackerjacks.org.uk)  

• SENSE (further information can be found at www.sense.org.uk)
• Worcestershire Homelessness Appeal

• Charities supported by Children in Need and Comic Relief.

Dance

Dance Evening

On Wednesday 8th May students from Years 7 to 11 took part in a Dance evening. 

Dance Evening displayed a range of performance repertoire including ballet, 
contemporary and acro.

Students had been rehearsing hard in their lessons and during extra-curricular 
activities. 

All students performed to an exceptionally high standard and the PE Department 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate them all for a wonderful evening. 

25



E Safety

With the summer holidays fast approaching we are busy reminding our students 
of the importance of staying safe online.  In the ever changing online world in 
which we live, it is vital that parents/carers understand how to keep their sons and 
daughters protected. 

Monitoring the electronic devices available to students today can bring many 
challenges. You can find advice and guidance on setting up parental controls and 
monitoring usage. Parental controls allow you to determine what sites and apps 
your sons and daughters can access with their smartphone, tablet or laptop and 
allow you to set limits on how long is spent on a device.  

26

Geography
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Geography Field Trips

In June, Our year 10 geography students visited Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire, 
and Birmingham to conduct fieldwork. Whilst in Birmingham, we conducted a 
housing survey along a transect through the city. We then explored the city centre, 
looking at the areas of regeneration that we had previously studied in class. From 
the viewing area in the library we could see ‘geography in action’ across the city, 
including the newly built HSBC headquarters. At Carding Mill Valley, students 
battled through the wet weather to investigate how the river changes from the 
waterfall in the upper course, all the way down to the lower course by the car park. 
The river was higher and faster than usual which made attempting to catch the dog 
biscuits, used to measure the speed of the river, rather difficult! Despite the damp 
conditions, all students worked hard and it was a good day. 



History

Year 10 history students visited Harvington Hall last month as the hall is the chosen 
location for the site study unit of their GCSE history course. They were given a 
guided tour of the building and its famous priest hides, a number of which were 
installed by the famous master builder, Nicholas Owen. 

Harvington Hall

28

House Events

The House System

As the 2018/19 academic year draws to a close we would like to take a look back 
upon the achievements of each of the houses. Miss Knowles, Mr Males and Mr Owen 
have been impressed by student dedication, pride and participation throughout the 
year across a wide variety of different house events. 

We must recognise the house representatives who have organised their teams 
for both academic, sporting and charitable events throughout the year. Their 
commitment has contributed to the success of houses and we thank them for this. 
In addition, other students in the houses have contributed to the creation of teams, 
which has greatly helped the representatives.  

Recognition must also be given to every student who has participated in the array 
of events over the academic year. To name a few, students have participated in bake 
offs, sporting events, MFL quizzes, general knowledge competitions, Crackerjacks 
activities, Race for Life and many more. 

On Thursday 11th July the entire school took part in 5k Race For Life event which 
helped to raise awareness and funds for Cancer Research UK. All students embarked 
on a 5k journey in dedication to those who have come across this illness. The 
students showed true grit and determination in completing their distances with a 
great display of camaraderie across the year groups. Congratulations to all who 
took part. In particular, special mention must go to the students who finished in the 
top of their year group; Lachlan MacPhail, Deniil Nasirov, Luke Manton, Ty Ahmed, 
Cameron Bushell-Burrows, Will Dearlove, Sydney Ashdown, Hannah Howard, Holly 
Maiden, Ella Vaux Harvey, Halle Jones, Rebecca Drew, Jonah Whittle, Tom Bettis, 
Finlay Holyman, Megan Baker, Holly Christopher, Amy Knott, Fraser Thompson, 
Darijus Bartkevicius, Stefan Vardianu, Kayla Clarke, Meesha Jenks and Summer 
Cowan. 

Sports Day

During activities week students, participated in both team and track events for their 
houses. The team events included activities such as football, rounders and handball. 
The track events included distances such as 100m, 200m, 800m. This year, Year 6 
students took part in Sports Day as part of their transition. It created an opportunity 
to have a taster of the House System. All students were able to represent their 
house and contribute to the overall success of the day causing the final House 
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House Events

points tally to differ dramatically.

The final results from Sports Day saw Blounts finish in 3rd place with 920 points, 
Chads finish in 2nd place with 930 points and Queens finish in 1st place with a 
brilliant 1100 points. 

We look forward to starting over again next year with even bigger competitions on 
offer for all students to enter. 

Thank you for a superb year.

Library
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G.P. Taylor is an award-winning, New York Times bestselling novelist whose works 
include Shadowmancer, Wormwood, the Mariah Mundi trilogy and the Dopple 
Ganger Chronicles. He has published in over fifty-one languages all over the world. 
His novels have been made into Hollywood movies and he is in demand as a novelist 
and screenwriter. He has written four screenplays that are currently in production.

It was a huge privilege to have G.P (Graham) Taylor at King Charles I on Wednesday 
12th June. He inspired Years 7, 8 and 9 with his assemblies that focused on the 
importance of education and reading as the key to a successful and happy future. He 
talked anecdotally about his own experiences at school, particularly how learning to 
read at fourteen turned his hitherto difficult life around.

He captivated the students with his thrilling ‘true’ ghost story and caused them to 
jump out of their seats on several occasions – it was lovely to see Year 9 students so 
enthralled by a story.

A select group of Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in writing workshops in which 
they created character profiles. Interesting characters are a feature of story writing 
Graham has identified as missing from many young writers’ work, in favour of action, 
so this was an invaluable session for our students. Graham was very impressed with 
the effort, attitude and conduct of the students he met.

The day was a great success and many students have since asked when Graham will 
be visiting again.

Author G.P. Taylor 
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Matt Oldfield is the co-author of the Ultimate Football Heroes series. Together with 
his brother Tom, Matt hatched a killer plan to write the kind of fun football books 
that were not available when they were growing up. These exciting biographies 
of superstar footballers including Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and Harry Kane 
are a great way to engage football-mad reluctant readers. The books have been 
championed by literacy charities such as the National Literacy Trust, Beanstalk and 
Read for Good, and they feature in Renaissance Learning’s Accelerated Reader 
scheme. To date, the Ultimate Football Heroes series has sold over one hundred and 
fifty thousand copies in the UK alone.

We were very lucky to have Matt at King Charles I School on Tuesday 13th June on 
both Borrington and Hillgrove sites. He enthused Years 7, 8 and 9 in assemblies that 
focused on the key features of non-fiction writing, as well as his own experiences 
growing up as an aspiring writer – he even showed us a letter he had received from 
Andrew Motion as a child.

Matt also conducted two writing workshops with students on Borrington, which 
explored the importance of description and structure in writing: some fantastic 
work was produced and Matt was very impressed with our students’ eagerness and 
creativity.

A few lucky fans had books signed by Matt and I’m sure there are many more 
students who will now be requesting copies of his books!

Author Matt Oldfield

Library Maths
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Thirty of our most gifted and talented mathematicians from Years 7 and 8 recently 
took part in UKMT’s Junior Maths Challenge. The Challenge is a national competition 
whereby approximately 4,000 schools in the UK take part each year. The 1-hour long 
paper contains highly challenging multiple choice problem questions; it is split into 
three sections- questions 1-15 where there is no deduction of marks for incorrect 
answers, questions 16-20 whereby pupils are deducted 1 mark for an incorrect 
answer and questions 21- 25 whereby pupils are deducted 2 marks for an incorrect 
answer. 

The Maths Department is pleased to report an excellent set of results this year; 
pupils are awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates if they score above the 
respective thresholds- only 40% of participants receive certificates nationally. Our 
headlines are as follows:-

Gold: 1 student

Silver: 8 students

Bronze: 16 students

Best in school: Daniel Raxter

Best in Year 7: Joseph Emeny

Best in Year 8: Daniel Raxter

Congratulations to all those who took part and particularly to those who won 
certificates. This is an outstanding achievement. A special congratulations to Joseph 
Emeny and Daniel Raxter for their achievement. Daniel Raxter has made it through 
to the next round two years running! Well done!

Intermediate Maths Challenge 2019
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MFL

As part of a national award scheme, our 
Year 10 Language Leaders have been 
hard at work promoting languages within 
school.  In June they treated us to a 
hugely successful German film evening on 
the Borrington site which was attended 
by fifty of our students. The dedicated 
linguists chose to show Der König der 
Löwen (The Lion King) and provided 
refreshments as well as entertainment for 
those attending.  Our Year 7 and 8 classes 
have also experienced meticulously planned and expertly delivered lessons on food, 
clothes, wild animals and hobbies in French and German.   All lessons were very well 
received and demonstrated the linguistic abilities and teaching skills of our Year 10 
students.

A huge congratulations to those who have now completed their award; Leah Ballard, 
Rosie Chadwick, Rachel Harrington, Finlay Hawthorne, Eve Haydn-Wright, Hannah 
Howard, Amy Kenyon and Emily Tonks. 

We will be recruiting another group of Language Leaders in September.

Sixty-two Year 9 pupils were lucky enough to spend a week in sunny Paris.  Students 
and teachers had a fantastic time sampling French culture and food.  It was a delight 
to hear many students conversing in French as they ordered food or bought items in 
the French shops and cafés. 

Highlights included visits to the Palace of Versailles; climbing the Eiffel Tower; 
enjoying a boat ride down the Seine on a Bateau Mouche; looking at the views from 
Montmartre and seeing the beauty of the Sacré Coeur, as well as shopping on the 
Champs Élysées.  We must not forget a truly memorable day at Disneyland Paris!  

Two students, Ruby Ruffinato and Charlie Newstead, enjoyed the week so much that 
they asked to stay in France! 

Language Leaders

Paris 2019

MFL
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Music

On Thursday 18th July, our GCSE music students from Years 9 & 10 and future music 
students from Year 8 attended a song writing workshop given by a visiting musician. 
This workshop will build on their composition skills ahead of the completion of their 
coursework in Year 11. 

Song writing

Orchid Lab

The Orchid Lab, has been busy this year. In addition to Southern Marsh Orchids 
(Dactylorhiza praetermissa) we now have flowering plants of the Common Spotted 
Orchid (D. fuchsii), raised from seed by King Charles I School students ready 
for introduction into suitable sites as part of Wyre Forest District Council’s plan 
to enhance biodiversity in the area. Worcestershire County Council have asked 
us to raise Pyramidal Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) from seed for a county 
reintroduction project.

Seedlings of tropical orchids raised by students have been donated to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew, Winterbourne Gardens (the University of Birmingham) and 
Glasgow Botanical Gardens.

Workshops have been held highlighting the work of students in the orchid 
lab, including presentations to undergraduates and staff at the Universities of 
Birmingham and Worcester, and at the recent International Orchid Conservation 
Congress at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. A display at the Royal Three Counties 
Show at Malvern attracted a lot of interest. 

I think it is fair to say that this has been the best year so far regarding both student 
participation and enthusiasm. Nine Year 12 students have been attending laboratory 
sessions on a Tuesday morning and a Wednesday evening. Three students chose to 
spend their week of work experience in the lab. Their contribution was invaluable.

“It has been hard work but incredibly enjoyable to see the progress”.

“The time spent on developing from seed has been worth it seeing the results”.

The Orchid Lab
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To celebrate the achievements of our athletes, students who had participated 
in fixtures and events came to a celebration event where sports awards were 
awarded. Team success in netball, rounders, cricket, cross-county, handball, football, 
basketball, athletics and badminton were celebrated and awards for managers 
player and players’ player were given to students in each sport. 

There were some notable awards including; sports personality, outstanding 
leadership award, special recognition awards and the Mrs Giddins award. The sports 
personality award went to Cameron Bushell Burrows for his reliability, commitment 
and attitude towards school sports and his pursuits 
outside of school. 

The award for outstanding leadership went to Izzy 
Evans. She was nominated for the award because 
of her consistent enthusiasm, flare and dedication 
to leadership, not to mention her caring nature. 

There were two winners of the special recognition 
award. The first special recognition award went 
to Florin Mirica for Fencing. He was selected to 
represent the national team for Cadets U17 at the 
European and World Championships 2019. His 
result and placing in that competition led to his selection to fence at the French 
Super League Championship Team Cadets Dax 2019. In addition, At the British Youth 
Championship he was crowned 3rd place overall in the U16 category. Most recently, 
he has been crowned 2019 Champion for U15 Youth England. 

The second award went to Kinga Ingram. Her hard work on the bike has led to 
varying success over the last year. In the National Series 1st round over three days 
in Pembery South Wales, her team placed 1st place overall. Further to this, they 
have represented the West Midlands as part of a four-girl team at the Tour of 
Scotland over four days - the team came 3rd overall. She came 8th overall in general 
classification and runner up in the Queen of the Mountains competition. Kinga is 
also currently ranked number 5 in the National Rankings.

The final award was the Mrs Giddins award. This award went to Sydney Ashdown for 
her dedication to the PE department and commitment to representing the school in 
an array of sporting events. 

Sports Awards 2019

P.E
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P.E

On Monday 8th April, we took five students to Bromsgrove to take part in 
Worcestershire’s Winter School Games. They had previously qualified by winning the 
Wyre Forest competition. The students played against four schools who had won 
their own local competitions. They came out overall winners having won three out of 
their four games. Congratulations to all students who took part.

New Age Kurling
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P.E

From Saturday 13th April to Sunday 21st April eight King Charles I School students 
went skiing and snowboarding in Italy. There was a little apprehension to begin with 
on the slopes but the ski party soon got to grips with the new skills and techniques 
that were being taught. The behaviour of students was excellent. A great time was 
had by all. 

Ski and snowboarding trip to La Thuille, Italy

Sixteen students from King Charles I School were selected to compete at the Wyre 
Forest Outdoor Adventurous Activity competition. All students were required 
to navigate themselves around an orienteering course using a map, picking up 
information from key points along the way. Well done to all students involved. 

Orienteering

P.E

4140



P.E
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On Friday 10th May, twenty four students represented King Charles I School at the 
Super 6 Athletics. Students each took part in a track and field event and either the 
4x100m relay or medley relay. Well done to all students involved. A great effort from 
all. 

On Friday 10th May, twelve King Charles I School 
students supported other students from local 
Wyre Forest primary schools, providing them 
with an opportunity to experience various 
athletic events. The primary school students 
took part in events such as; javelin, shot put, 
hurdles, long jump and hammer. The leaders 
were a credit to King Charles I School and made 
a very positive impression on both staff and 
students. 

Super 6 Athletics

Super 6 leadership

P.E
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On Friday 17th May, twelve students from King Charles 
I School were selected to represent the Wyre Forest in 
various athletics events. All students performed very 
well and showed determination in the cold and wet 
weather. Well done to all students that took part. A big 
congratulations to Cameron Bushell-Burrows who came 
in the top two of the 800m and progressed to the county 
athletics. Cameron was joined by: Jorja Hope (Year 11). 
Chris Telling (Year 12) who competed in the hammer and 
discus and Lachlan MacPhail (Year 12) who competed in 
the 800m and the 1500m. Best of luck to all!

District athletics

Students represented the Wyre Forest at the County 
athletics competition which was held at Nunnery 
Wood in Worcester. Jorja Hope in Year 11 competed 
in both the 100m and 200m. Jorja qualified to go 
through to compete in the Regional Masons trophy 
competition in both the 200m and the relay. Well 
done Jorja a fantastic result!  Chris competed in both 
the discus and the hammer and Lachlan competed in 
the 800m and the 1500m. Both students performed 
exceptionally well with Lachlan placing 3rd in the 
1500m and Chris placing 1st in both the hammer and 
the discus. A fantastic achievement for both of these 
senior boys. Well done chaps! 

County Athletics
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On Saturday 8th June, two King Charles 
I School Year 12 students represented 
the Wyre Forest at the County athletics 
competition that was held at Nunnery 
Wood in Worcester. Chris competed in both 
the discus and the hammer and Lachlan 
competed in the 800m and the 1500m. 
Both students performed exceptionally well 
with Lachlan placing 3rd in the 1500m and 
Chris placing 1st in both the hammer and the 
discuss. A fantastic achievement for both of 
these senior boys. Well done chaps! 

County athletics

On Wednesday 12th June, a group 
of fifteen students, all with English 
as an additional language, went to 
the University of Worcester. While 
they were there they interacted with 
students from across Worcestershire. 
During the day, they took part in a 
range of adapted sporting activities 
that all related to Olympic events, for 
example the Javelin. The students were 
fantastic, getting involved in all of the 
activities, and had a great day. 

Multi-Lingual Festival

P.E
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On Friday 14th June, Eleven Year 9 students competed in a dodgeball competition 
at the Stourport Dome. They played in mixed teams against students from other  
schools across the Wyre Forest. King Charles I School A team placed 1st with King 
Charles I School B team placing 3rd. All students thoroughly enjoyed the event. Well 
done to all involved!

Dodgeball
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On Saturday 15th June, Jorja Hope in Year 11 competed in the 200m and 4x100m 
relay at the Mason Trophy event, at the Alexandra Stadium in Birmingham. 

Jorja achieved a new personal best of 25.39 seconds in the 200m. Jorja placed 6th 
out of 16 and competed against other athletes from:

 • The West Midlands

•  Warwickshire 

•  Cheshire 

•  Nottinghamshire 

•  Northamptonshire 

•  Derbyshire 

• Greater Manchester 

 • Staffordshire 

•  Shropshire

There was a real buzz to the day, despite some very wet conditions. A huge 
congratulations to Jorja and we wish you the best of luck for the next competition!

Mason Trophy event

P.E P.E

As part of the Crackerjacks disability awareness campaign the PE department 
and heads of house held a number of lunchtime activities in the Borrington gym 
for Years 7 and 8 students. Students had the opportunity to take part in goal ball, 
seated volleyball, new aged kurling and visually impaired cricket. Students took part 
in an adapted game of cricket where they wore blind folds to impair their vison. This 
gave the students the opportunity to experience what it is like to play the game 
of cricket while not having their full vison and highlighted the high level of skill 
required to be successful. The seated volleyball allowed students to improve their 
team work and communication skills in order to give their team an advantage. It was 
great to see the Years 7 and 8 students trying something new and raising awareness 
for the campaign.

Disability Awareness Week
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Primary Liaison
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During the activities week that ran from Monday 1st to Friday 5th July, we again ran 
our week long Year 6 transition to King Charles I School. The week was excellent 
and Year 6 students made a wonderful impression by demonstrating politeness and 
following staff instructions, simple things that we expect on a daily basis.

Year 6 students were able to learn and practise routines and procedures that 
make our school function effectively but more importantly the reasons why we 
do things. Students had the opportunity to experience a range of lessons; listened 
to a university academic; were wowed by a visiting poet; participated in sporting 
activities including participating in our annual sports day.

We are really looking forward to working with our new Year 7 students in September.

During transition week, Year 6 students took part in numerous literacy sessions 
where they have began to read their transition novel `Goldfish Boy` by Lisa 
Thompson. All groups thoroughly enjoyed the sessions which involved creative 
writing, vocabulary work and using the reading protocols. Every student has also 
been reading aloud to the class and displaying their excellent attitude to reading. 
Over the summer, they will be reading Goldfish Boy and completing a reading 
booklet with questions to aid their comprehension and understanding. The booklet 
also includes definitions and examples of difficult vocabulary, contextual information 
about the book to aid students when reading as well as a summer competition to 
enter in September. It has been excellent to see many students reading the book 
during break and lunch times. Some students have even finished the book already! 
Well done to all of our Year 6 students this week and we look forward to seeing you 
in September!

Year 6 Transition Week

Literacy

Primary Liaison

On Thursday 4th July, Year 6 were treated to a visit from former Birmingham Young 
Poet Laureate and professional boxer Matt Windle. He performed a couple of his 
poems to an appreciative crowd, including one he made up on the spot using many 
of the children’s names! The students also joined in with rhyming couplets as Matt 
created a four-beat poem with the whole year group involved. They were focused 
and enthusiastic throughout the session.

Following this Matt ran three workshops in which students planned and wrote their 
own rhyming couplets based on the theme of new beginnings. The students found 
this quite demanding but rose to the challenge and all produced something that 
they read out to the class at the end of their session – well done Year 6!

Transition Visit by Poet Matt Windle
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Primary Liaison

The food and textiles department have spent this academic year working with our 
local primary schools. We would like to the thank the staff and children at Offmore 
Primary School, Comberton Primary School and St George’s Primary School for 
allowing us to work with their lovely students and for the wonderful work the 
students have produced. We look forward to the students joining us at King Charles I 
School in the future.

Food and Textiles

Prom

Congratulations to all of our Year 11 students who attended their summer prom this 
year. 

The event was held at the Stourport Manor Hotel on Friday 21st June. The student 
arrivals didn’t disappoint and neither did the quality of transport. 

The students enjoyed welcoming their parents/carers to take part in the many 
photographs that were taken that evening.

Students enjoyed a dinner, dancing and yet again more photo taking. The awards 
were highly anticipated and saw Robert Griffiths run away with the best dressed 
male, as did Kara Kang for her beautiful dress to win the best dress female award. 
Both prom King and Prom Queen, Mass Neri and Rebecca Swann received great 
applause and were delighted to receive the recognition of their peers. 

We’d like to congratulate all of our Year 11 students and wish them all the very best 
for their futures.

Year 11 Leavers’ Prom
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Rewards

Year 9 students visited the Natural History Museum in London as part of a rewards 
visit organised for excellent behaviour and effort. Students toured the museum and 
took part in an interactive workshop about earthquakes and volcanoes. A great day 
was had by all!

Students from Year 10 who qualified for this year’s rewards trip spent a lovely day 
out at Cadbury World in Birmingham. The students enjoyed sampling free chocolate 
and having a tour, looking at the history of Cadbury. We all ate lunch together whilst 
some played on the park and then finished the day with an educational business 
studies seminar. 

Year 9 Natural History Museum

Cadbury World

School Nurse
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Science

A fantastic day was had with Year 7 in science and technology where they became 
engineers and chefs!  In science, students worked in groups of three to design and 
construct rocket cars from a selection of different components and had to incorpo-
rate a water bottle in the design.  They then tested their cars by filling the bottle with 
high pressure gas and releasing it when they were ready. The cars certainly rocketed 
away! The winners in the morning session were Danny Roy and Clayton Dixon.  Win-
ners of the afternoon session were Katerina Miltidou and Ashley Siervo.

In technology, students became kitchen chemists and selected different ingredients 
in order to make a tasty emulsion- mayonnaise.  Some were more successful than 
others but all students learned that being patient when adding the oil was the key to 
a tasty and pleasant looking emulsion!     

STEM workshop day
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Science

Students had an exciting day in science during the activities week, designing 
and making parachutes from limited materials with the aim of keeping their egg 
passenger safe. They had to think not only about design but how different forces 
would impact upon their design.  The finale was certainly “eggcellent” with many 
egg casualties- but some impressive design ideas led to the select few making it 
“alive”!

Science Workshop
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University Visits

On Tuesday 9th July, the Years 7 and 8 scholars programme students attended their 
graduation ceremony at Reading University. The students all successfully achieved 
3rd class passes and above. A special congratulations needs to be made to Oliver 
Whitefoot who graduated with a 1st. Fraser Thompson also gave a confident speech 
to the scholars from other schools to talk about his experiences and benefits of the 
programme. Well done to all of the scholars.

On the 23rd May the Years 9 and 10 scholars programme students attended their 
graduation ceremony at Sheffield University. The students all successfully achieved 
2.2s and above. A special congratulations needs to be made to Jake Freeman and 
Elewyn Page who both graduated with a 1st. Their hard work paid off and they left 
Sheffield beaming with pride discussing the universities they hope to attend in the 
future.

Reading University

Sheffield University

On Thursday 20th June forty prospective Year 12 students attended Birmingham 
University to get an insight into what university life would be like and to inspire 
them to make the most of their time in the 6th form. During the day students met 
current undergraduate students, had a tour of the university facilities and attended 
workshops on preparation for university and student finance.

Birmingham University

University Visits

57



Year 8 Graduation

On Monday 15th July, we were pleased to invite Father Robert to address 

our students and hand out certificates for students completing their first 

two academic years at King Charles I School, before their transition to the 

Hillgrove Site. Father Robert first spoke to the current Year 8 when they 

started in Year 7, when they attended Founders Day. It was fitting that he 

was present at another milestone for our students. We wish all our Year 8 

students a successful transition to the Hillgrove Site.

Year 8 Graduation 

Year 10 work experience

During activities week, Year 10 received a taste of life after school when they 

spent five days out on work experience. King Charles I School views this as an 

extremely valuable opportunity for our students and we are happy to be able to 

continue to provide it, at a time when many schools have decided that they 

cannot.

As always, our students have been a credit to us and it has been a delight to 

read the many positive comments from employers.  Some students have 

impressed to the extent that they have been offered Saturday jobs, and 

others have been encouraged to apply for apprenticeships in year 11.  We 

are extremely grateful to the many local employers who support us in this 

endeavour, and hope that they will continue to work with us.

Here are two students’ account of their weeks: 

Over the past week I have seen first hand the many different teams involved 

in working for such a large scale company like HS2.  Some of these teams 

include Health and Safety; analysis and reporting; project management; 

commercial; engineering and many more… This even involved the chance to 

attend a site visit to an archaeological dig near Lichfield.

Ethan Hall

For my work experience, I went to Heronswood Primary School. The week was 

full of challenging and enjoyable activities such as supervising and assisting 

lessons, DIY and marking past papers that the Year 6’s had done. My work 

experience related to what I want to do in the future and I would strongly 

recommend this to anyone choosing their placement for next year. Choose 

Year 10 work experience
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Year 10 work experience

something that relates to what you want to do in the future and if you don’t 

quite know what you want to do in the future yet, choose something that opens 

a broad spectrum of opportunity.

Jake Freeman

Sound advice from Jake, and something to be planning for the new year 10!

Debbie Richardson

Head of Year 10

Year 12 work experience

All Year 12 students attended work experience placements, arranged by 

themselves from 1st-5th July. Placements ranged from accountancy firms, 

orchid conservation projects, engineering companies to local schools and were 

linked to future career aspirations. All students had successful experiences and 

it has been a pleasure to read the very complimentary feedback from their 

supervisors. All have benefit from developing new skills which they can now 

include in their university personal statements and CVs.

Year 12 work experience
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