
TEACHING SPECIFIC REVISION AND EXAM TECHNIQUES 

One of the main causes of anxiety about examinations is when students do not feel sufficiently 

prepared for their examinations. This is often due to students preparing ineffectively for their 

examinations. Our research driven homework programme is designed to support students in revising 

key content from Year 7 to Year 13. 

▪ Revision begins in Year 7. All homework tasks from Year 7-13 at King Charles I School have 

include retrieval practice. Retrieval practice is a strategy in which bringing information to mind 

enhances and boosts learning. Deliberately recalling information forces us to pull our knowledge 

“out” and examine what we know. Research tells us that students who regularly complete 

retrieval practice are less anxious for upcoming examinations. 

(https://theeffortfuleducator.com/2019/05/14/retrieval-practices-impact-on-test-anxiety-and-

stress/). By completing homework to a good standard students are effectively revising and 

preparing for examinations throughout school. 

▪ The homework timetable is constructed in every year group so that students are effectively 

leaving appropriate gaps in their learning to aid memory and recall. By completing homework 

tasks according to the homework schedule students maximise their ability to retain information 

and better prepare for examinations. 

▪ The revision homework set out by teachers details the essential content that will be tested 

upon. We will specify exactly what material students will cover and how they should revise it. 

We will never set tasks to simply “revise for the test”. 

▪ The revision/homework timetable is adapted in Year 11 and Year 13 detailing when students 

should start to complete past papers. 

▪ The types of revision tasks that are set by the teachers or that should be completed by the 

students in their own independent revision time are listed here: 

▪ Quizzing and recall practice 

▪ Creating and quizzing from Mind Maps 

▪ Using revision “flash-cards” 

▪ Using the Cornell note taking system 

▪ Frequently answering short answer questions 

▪ Providing narratives with their answers explaining steps in a process. This develops 

procedural knowledge and recall 

▪ Web based learning such as Seneca learning, Quizlet and Hegarty maths. 

▪ Asking someone to test them 

▪ We do not promote ineffective revision techniques such as: 

▪ Reading and re-reading notes/revision resources 

▪ Highlighting texts 

▪ Completing past paper question early in the revision process 

▪ Students should work in a quiet, distraction free place at home. Students do not revise effectively 

when there are distractions such as music, television or electronic devices (phones/tablets) 

around them. 

 

 

 

 


